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WORSHIP NOTES  
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

December 20, 2020 
I Corinthians 13—The Gifts We Give: Patient and Kind  

 
 
PREPARATION MUSIC   It Came Upon a Midnight Clear—Mary’s Boy 
Child 
Psalm 150 says: Praise the Lord with the Trumpet and we welcome 
members of the Cincinnati Brass Band who offer these two carols.  
Midnight Clear directs us to the Angels Song with peaceful imagery to 
help quiet our hearts for worship.  Mary’s Boy Child takes us to the 
object of the Angels’ Song:  the birth of the Messiah, the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
God is here!  The Messiah has come!  We open our eyes to see him and lift 
our hearts to worship him.  We have come to exalt the name of Jesus, our 
Savior and King, and to bring glory to God the Father. In our worship we 
demonstrate the mind of Christ in declaring to God that he is the supreme 
authority in our lives.  We bow before him in submission to our Lord and King.  
Come, worship the Lord!   
 
This Call to Worship reminds us of Philippians 2:4-8 and the gift and 
example Jesus Christ is for us: not looking to your own interests but 
each of you to the interests of the others. In your relationships with one 
another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:  Who, being in very 
nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used 
to his own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by taking the 
very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.  And being 
found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to death—even death on a cross! 
 
WORSHIP SONG    Welcome to our World   



 

2 

 
Tears are falling, hearts are breaking 

How we need to hear from God 
You've been promised, we've been waiting 

Welcome Holy Child 
Welcome Holy Child 

Of Anna in Luke 2:38 "At that very moment she came up and began 
giving thanks to God, and continued to speak of Him to all those who 

were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem." 
Hope that you don't mind our manger 

How I wish we would have known 
But long awaited Holy Stranger 

Make yourself at home 
Please make yourself at home 

Luke 2:7 "And she gave birth to her firstborn son; and she wrapped 
Him in cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room 

for them in the inn." 
Bring your peace into our violence 

Bid our hungry souls be filled 
Word now breaking Heaven's silence 

Welcome to our world 
Welcome to our world 

Mary said in Luke 1:53 "He has filled the hungry with good things; 
And sent away the rich empty-handed." 

John 1:1,14  "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. ... And the Word became flesh, and dwelt 

among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from 
the Father, full of grace and truth." 

Fragile finger sent to heal us 
Tender brow prepared for thorn 

Tiny heart whose blood will save us 
Unto us is born 
Unto us is born 

The angels told the shepherds in Luke 2:11 "for today in the city of 
David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord." 

1 Peter 1:18-19 "knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable 
things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from 
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your forefathers, but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished 
and spotless, the blood of Christ." 

So wrap our injured flesh around You 
Breathe our air and walk our sod 

Rob our sin and make us holy 
Perfect Son of God 
Perfect Son of God 

Welcome to our world 
1 John 4:2  "By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that 
confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God;" 
Hebrews 10:10 "By this will we have been sanctified through the 
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all." 
Luke 1:35 "The angel answered and said to her, 'The Holy Spirit will 
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
and for that reason the holy Child shall be called the Son of God.'" 

 
SCRIPTURE AND SERMON                                           
Advent 4—The Gift We Give—1 Corinthians 13—Love is Patient and Kind.   
 
“Being kind” is shown to entail much more than kindness alone. It does 
mean to be kind, in our usual sense of the word, yes. But more than 
that, it involves providing people with what they need, being honest 
and dependable, being “useful/serviceable” to society, and being a 
good person in general. And so we should also be beginning to see why 
the 1 Corinthians "Love Verse" really does contain all the most 
important teachings of religion, as it tells us all the most important 
things for living a good life. 
 
SONG OF RESPONSE           O Holy Night   Zack Sempsrott, Kali Marsh 
 
Let’s look at some of the lyrics of this beloved song in light of scripture.  
 

O Holy Night! The stars are brightly shining, 
It is the night of the dear Savior’s birth. 

 
“Holy” means “set apart,” and there certainly is no night like this one. 
Jesus was, in fact, born at night (Lk 2:8). 
 

Long lay the world in sin and error pining. 
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’Til He appeared and the soul felt its worth. 
 
The world was indeed cursed after Adam’s sin (Gn 3:17–18), long 
before Jesus was born.  The world didn’t stop pining after Jesus’ 
appearance. Actually, the whole creation still groans in anticipation of 
the glory to come (Ro 8:22). We do know that God loved us enough to 
sacrifice His only Son (Jn 3:16)—a testament to our worth. Jesus also 
taught us how the Lord values righteous (Mt 6:26). 
 

A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices, 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn. 

 
This is in line with Paul’s teaching in Romans chapter 8: “For the 
anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the 
sons of God. For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but 
because of Him who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself also 
will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the 
glory of the children of God. For in hope we have been saved, but hope 
that is seen is not hope; for who hopes for what he already sees? (Ro 
8:19–21, 24)  Indeed, the next dawn saw the Savior of the world in flesh 
for the first time. But even today, Christians hope another glorious 
dawn is on its way: “The night is almost gone, and the day is near. 
Therefore let us lay aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor 
of light.” (Ro 13:12) 
 

Fall on your knees! Oh, hear the angel voices! 
O night divine, O night when Christ was born; 

O night divine, O night, O night divine! 
 
Our response to Jesus should indeed be one of worship: “at the name 
of Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth, and that every tongue will confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Php 2:10–11). 
 
Likewise, the angels did give “glory to God  in the highest” (Lk 2:14). 
 
 
CLOSING MUSIC     Joy to the World          Rodney Barbour 
These words are from Psalm 96:  Oh sing to the Lord a new song;  sing 
to the Lord, all the earth!   Sing to the Lord, bless his name;  tell of his 
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salvation from day to day.  Declare his glory among the nations, his 
marvelous works among all the peoples!  For great is the Lord, and 
greatly to be praised;  he is to be feared above all gods.  For all the 
gods of the peoples are worthless idols,  but the Lord made the 
heavens.  Splendor and majesty are before him;  strength and beauty 
are in his sanctuary. 
 

 
SEE YOU IN WORSHIP THIS SUNDAY  

AT 9:30 On-Line or On-Site 
 


