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WORSHIP NOTES  
Sunday January 10, 2021 
In the Beginning:  NOAH 

 
PREPARATION MUSIC     Jesus Lover of My Soul   
Jesus, lover of my soul, let me to thy bosom fly,   while the nearer waters roll, while the 
tempest still is high.   Hide me, O my Savior, hide, till the storm of life is past.  Safe into 
the haven guide, O receive my soul at last!   
 
Noah’s family and the animals sought refuge in the ark, today we “fly” 
to Jesus for refuge whenever the “storm of life” becomes 
overwhelming.  He alone is our refuge and the one true foundation of 
life.  The final verse of this hymn reads:  plenteous grace with thee is 
found, grace to cover all my sin; let the healing streams abound; make 
and keep me pure within.  Thou of life the fountain art—freely let me 
take of thee; spring thou up within my heart; rise to all eternity.  
 
CALL TO WORSHIP    
 
As we consider Noah, Psalm 12 highlights the proud and lying words of 
men versus the true and pure words of God with a call for God’s protection.  
 

Psalm 12:  Save, O Lord, for the godly one is gone; 
for the faithful have vanished from among the children of man. 

2 Everyone utters lies to his neighbor; 
with flattering lips and a double heart they speak. 

3 May the Lord cut off all flattering lips, 
the tongue that makes great boasts, 

4 those who say, “With our tongue we will prevail, 
our lips are with us; who is master over us?” 

5 “Because the poor are plundered, because the needy groan, 
I will now arise,” says the Lord; 

“I will place him in the safety for which he longs.” 
6 The words of the Lord are pure words, 
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like silver refined in a furnace on the ground, 
purified seven times. 

7 You, O Lord, will keep them; 
you will guard us from this generation forever. 

8 On every side the wicked prowl, 
as vileness is exalted among the children of man. 

 
Don Wyrtzen writes these words:  (The Refiner’s Fire): “The words of 
the Lord are flawless, like silver refined in a furnace of clay, purified in 
the refiner’s fire, they will stand sure on the judgment day!”  The 
flawless and pure words of the Lord stand like a wealth of silver refined 
in God’s crucible.  We want our lives to be permeated with God’s words, 
not marked by an uncontrollable tongue.  If we are controlled by the 
Spirit, we won’t manipulate people.  We will minister to them, and 
experience fullness in place of emptiness, wholeness in place of 
fragmentation, and fellowship in place of loneliness.    
 
SONG           Shepherd of My Heart        Sara Smith 
Maker of this heart of mine, you know me very well.  You understand my deepest part 
more than I know myself,  So when I face the darkness, when I need to find my way.  I'll 
trust in you, Shepherd of my heart.  Keeper of this heart of mine your patience has no 
end.  You've loved me back into your arms time and time again.  So if I start to wander 
like a lamb that's gone astray, I'll trust in you Shepherd of my heart.  You're the beacon 
of my nights you're the sunlight of my days.  I can rest within your arms, I can know your 
loving ways.  So let the cold winds blow let the storms rage all around.  I'll trust in you 
Shepherd of my heart.  Giver of this life in me you're what I'm living for.  For all my deepest 
gratitude you love me even more. So as I walk through valleys listening for the Master's 
call, I’ll trust in you Shepherd of my heart.  You’re the beacon of my nights 
you're the sunlight of my days.  I can rest within your arms.  I can know your loving ways.  
So as I walk through valleys listening for my Master's call, I'll trust in you 
Shepherd of my heart.  I'll trust in you Shepherd of my heart. 
 
This song has inspiration from Psalm 23 and describes a relationship 
with God.  Likewise, today’s scripture lesson describes Noah’s (and 
our) relationship with God.  Here are some points to consider:  
 
1. We can grieve the heart of God with our sin. 
“The Lord saw how great the wickedness of the human race had 
become on the earth, and that every inclination of the thoughts of the 
human heart was only evil all the time. The Lord regretted that he had 



 

3 

made human beings on the earth, and his heart was deeply troubled.” 
Genesis 6:5-6 
2. God always provides a way for us to begin again with Him. 
 “In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, on the seventeenth day of the 
second month—on that day all the springs of the great deep burst forth, 
and the floodgates of the heavens were opened.  And rain fell on the 
earth forty days and forty nights. On that very day Noah and his sons, 
Shem, Ham and Japheth, together with his wife and the wives of his 
three sons, entered the ark…Then the Lord shut him in.” Genesis 7:11-
13, 16b 
3. We will not always understand God and His ways, but we can trust 
Him. 
In Isaiah 55:8-9 we are reminded that God says, “For my thoughts are 
not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the Lord.  
“As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than 
your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.” 
4. We can obey God even if the world thinks we are crazy. 
“And Noah did all that the Lord commanded him. And Noah and his 
sons and his wife and his sons’ wives entered the ark to escape the 
waters of the flood.” Genesis 7:5,7 
5. All things are possible with God. 
Ephesians 3:20-21 reminds us of that truth.  It says that He “is able to 
do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his 
power that is at work within us.” 
6. God’s timing is different than ours. 
Acts 1:7 reminds us of this. “He said to them: “It is not for you to know 
the times or dates the Father has set  
7. God remembers us in our distress. 
“But God remembered Noah and all the wild animals and the livestock 
that were with him in the ark, and he sent a wind over the earth, and the 
waters receded.” Genesis 8:1 
8. God is a promise keeper. 
“And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant I am making between 
me and you and every living creature with you, a covenant for all 
generations to come.”  Genesis 9:12 
9. There is always a reason to give thanks. 
 “Then Noah built an altar to the Lord and, taking some of all the clean 
animals and clean birds, he sacrificed burnt offerings on it. The Lord 
smelled the pleasing aroma and… Then God blessed Noah and his 
sons…” Genesis 8:20-21, 9:1a 
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10. God loves us and has a plan for us that is for our eternal good. 
Genesis 9:9 shows us that God’s covenant reaches all the way to us 
today. “I now establish my covenant with you and with your 
descendants after you.” 
 
"God’s word is still alive and active."  It is obvious to see that God’s 
word matters in our lives today. The lessons and that covenant from 
the account were meant to apply to us. They just as relevant today as 
they were to Noah. We can take those truths and hold them close, trust 
in them, and apply them in our life right now because God’s word is 
still alive and active. 
 
SCRIPTURE AND SERMON                                        
In the Beginning:  Noah (Genesis 5-9) 
The tabernacle, the temple, and the new city Jerusalem. What are these 
things? These are dwelling places for God to be with man. Noah’s ark 
was way more than just a boat. It was a place that symbolized God’s 
dwelling place with man. It was much less boat and much more house 
- much more temple. Even the fact that Noah’s ark had three decks or 
stories is connected to the three-fold structure of the tabernacle and 
temple of Israel. 

 

This is why verses 6: 14-16 are beautiful words. Yes, there would be 
death. But there would also be a place for life in the midst of death. Yes, 
there would be justice and wrath over the face of the earth. But there 
would also be a place for mercy and grace. Yes, the words, “Behold, I 
will destroy them with the earth” still stand. But after those very words 
of bad news would come words of good news, “Make yourself an 
ark.…” God did not end with a word of judgment. God continued to 
speak. And what God said next was a glorious and beautiful gospel - a 
glorious and beautiful gospel centered on the fact that God will 
graciously save a people for himself and that he will be with them. He 
will dwell with them. He will be their God and they will be his people. 
That was what Noah’s ark was all about. That was what the temple was 
all about. That is what Christmas is all about. That is what forgiveness 
and eternal life is all about. That is what Jesus is all about. 



 

5 

And that is why God spared Noah. The Lord would destroy all life on 
earth but keep Noah and his family alive. He did this so that the line of 
promise would continue and prepare the way for the one who would 
crush the head of the serpent. The line of promise would remain 
unbroken so that a champion would one day come and defeat sin and 
death and be a sacrificial atonement and a representative of 
righteousness for a people for himself. This was God’s promise of 
salvation. 

And God’s promise of salvation came true in the life and death and 
resurrection and ascension of Jesus Christ - in the humiliation and 
exaltation of the Lion of Judah and the Lamb that was slain. 

For the justice of God was satisfied by the death of Christ on the cross. 
By dying for our and for our sins, we have been atoned for and forgiven. 
There is no wrath and judgment for us anymore. For Christ died. And 
we who are united with him have also died to sin. We were buried with 
Christ in his death. The justice of God was satisfied in Jesus Christ. 

But also the righteousness of God was satisfied by the obedience of 
Christ in his life. By living a perfect life without sin and crediting his 
righteousness to us, we have full invitation and full rights to the coming 
kingdom of God in the new heavens and the new earth. For Christ rose 
again. And we who are united with him have also risen with him. We 
have resurrection life with Christ in his resurrection. The righteousness 
of God was satisfied in Jesus Christ. 

Praise the Lord! Jesus Christ is the answer to the question of how a 
holy God could dwell with sinful man. Do you want to be with God? 
Then you must be able to stand with him in his presence, in his house, 
in his temple, in his place. But no one can do that alone. So God loved 
us and sent his only begotten Son for us, so that we can be found in 
him. And when we are found in Jesus Christ, just as Noah was put into 
the ark, we are safe. Noah was part of a greater ark and a greater temple 
- not a place, but actually a person, who once said, “Destroy this 
temple, and in three days I will raise it up” (John 2:19) and “I tell you, 
something greater than the temple is here” (Matthew 12:6). Praise the 
Lord! Jesus is the true temple! Those who are in Christ will be saved at 
the end, just as Noah was saved from the flood by being in the ark. 
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What an awesome picture of salvation! What an awesome salvation, 
period! God is faithful! God kept his promise! God redeems a people 
by grace! God gets us to the place beyond the garden, the place of 
sabbath rest that Adam was supposed to earn in the garden of Eden. 
Praise the Lord! Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke 
to our fathers. But in these last days, he has spoken to us by his Son. 
In today’s text, we see God’s words to Noah. But now, we have the 
living Word. And the living Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 
and we have seen his glory - the glory and the grace and the hope and 
the salvation and the rest of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Brothers and sisters, may you take to heart the faithfulness of God. The 
enemy will often have us think that God is not faithful to us. You may 
think that God has not been faithful to you. But may this story and many 
others in the Bible will make you think otherwise. God is faithful. His 
word proves true. He cannot lie. And what he says will come to pass. 
Take to heart the faithfulness of God. 

Let us walk by faith as Noah did. When Noah measured twice and cut 
once all of that wood, he was part of a city whose designer and builder 
is God. He was part of a promise of salvation. He was part of a 
faithfulness from heaven. He was part of a covenant with good news. 
Noah believed in the gospel that was promised by God. And Noah is an 
example of faith for us to follow. Noah was a righteous man, blameless 
in his generation. Noah walked with God. This means that Noah 
believed. We know this clearly from Hebrews 11. Noah walked with God 
by faith. He was righteous because he laid hold of the righteousness of 
the promised messiah. And as a result of his faith, Noah constructed 
the ark in reverent fear. He didn’t say a word in today’s text. Instead, 
Noah simply did all that God commanded him. By this he became an 
heir of the righteousness that comes by faith. 
 
SONG OF RESPONSE      Oceans    

Verse 1 
You call me out upon the water, the great unknown, where feet may fail. 

And there You find me in the mystery, in oceans deep, my faith will stand. 
Chorus 

And I will call upon Your name 
And keep my eyes above the waves, when oceans rise, 

My soul will rest in Your embrace 
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For I am Yours and You are mine 
Verse 2 

Your grace abounds in deepest waters, Your sovereign hand will be my guide 
Where feet may fail and fear surrounds me, You’ve never failed, and You won’t 

start now. 
Chorus 
Bridge 

Spirit lead me where my trust is without borders, 
Let me walk upon the waters wherever You would call me. 

Take me deeper than my feet could ever wander, 
And my faith will be made stronger in the presence of my Savior. (x2) 

Chorus 
 
A prayer: O Lord, when obedience to your command leads me into the 
path of the storm and I find myself bailing water to save my life, give 
me courage to step out of the boat and walk with you on the raging 
seas.  Help me not to fear or be distracted by my surroundings; rather, 
help me to keep my eyes of faith---the gaze of my soul---focused on 
you.  Come to me when I am desperate, catch me when I fall, and bring 
me safely through the tempest to the other side of my troubles.  
 
CLOSING MUSIC       Out of the Depths I Cry to You   
Out of the depths I cry to you; O Lord, now hear me calling.  Incline your ear to my distress 
in spirt of my rebelling.  Do not regard my sinful deeds.  Send me the grace my spirit 
needs, without it I am nothing.   
 
Don Wyrtzen writes these words:  Though I am saved by grace, I am 
constantly engaged in a wrestling match between the old sin nature 
and the new man.  As the Apostle Paul complained:  “I know that 
nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature.  For I have the 
desire to to what is good, but I cannot carry it out.  For what I do is not 
the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on 
doing” (Romans 7:18-19).  There is a way out, however.  It’s a one-word 
answer.  FORGIVENESS.  In his infinite mercy, God chooses to pardon 
the penitent sinner (Isaiah 55:6-7).  If he did not, we would all be 
destroyed by his judgment.  Because we have been forgiven much, we 
are able to respond in grateful praise.  We will be moved to revere and 
respect him, to worship and adore him, to follow and obey him!  This 
closing organ music is based on an old German hymn “Out of the 
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Depths” from Psalm 130 “I cry out of the depths to you for mercy, O 
Lord!  I need your forgiveness again and again.  

 

SEE YOU THIS SUNDAY IN WORSHIP AT 9:30am  

ON-LINE OR ON-SITE 

 


