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WORSHIP NOTES  
Sunday January 31, 2021 

In the Beginning:  Jacob’s Ladder 
 
PREPARATION MUSIC     Blessed Assurance       

Perfect submission, perfect delight, visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 
Angels descending, bring from above echoes of mercy, whispers of love. 

Perfect submission, all is at rest, I in my Savior am happy and blest; 
Watching and waiting, looking above, filled with His goodness, lost in His love. 

  
Today, we review the story of Jabob’s ladder.  The ladder represents 
the connection between God and man. It demonstrates that the God 
who created the universe desires an intimate relationship with his 
creation, especially mankind, and most importantly, that he is the one 
who initiates that connection, conversation, and relationship.  Unlike 
the story of the Tower of Babel, in which man tried to build a tower to 
connect with the divine (Genesis 11:1-9), here God proves that this 
connection can only be made by his power and grace. Any connection 
to God must begin with him. 

The third verse of this hymn references “angels descending..bringing 
echoes of mercy and whispers of love”.  The line “I in my Savior am 
happy and blest” reminds us (2 Tim. 1:12) If you have accepted Jesus 
as personal Savior, you live with the absolute conviction and 
triumphant faith that the apostle Paul had when he exclaimed:  “I know 
whom (not merely what) I have believed”.  Hebrews 10:22,23 says:  “Let 
us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, 
having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and 
having our bodies washed with pure water.  Let us hold unswervingly 
to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful!” 

 
 
 



 

2 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
 

 Lord, we move through life, unaware of your presence, only to exult 
like Jacob:   

 Surely the Lord is in this place, and I was not aware of it! 
 Thank you for not allowing our narrow perception to limit your work in 

our lives. 
 Thank you for those times when your gracious activity has exceeded 

our expectations. 
 Thank you for doing that which we never even thought to ask or 

imagine. 
 Thank you for the daily surprise of your compassionate presence. 
 As we bring our gifts of worship today, we join Jacob and say:  How 

awesome is this place!  This is none other than the house of God; this 
is the gate of heaven!   

 
God’s covenant promise to Abraham and Issac was offered to Jacob 
as well.  But it was not enough to be Abraham’s grandson—Jacob had 
to establish his own personal relationship with God.  God has no 
grandchildren, just children.  Each of us must have a personal 
relationship with him.  It is not enough to hear wonderful stories about 
Christians in your family.  You need to become part of the story 
yourself.  Galatians 3:6,7 reads:  Abraham had the same experience---
God declared him fit for heaven only because he believed God’s 
promises.  You can see from this that the real children of Abraham are 
all those of faith who truly trust in God!  Ponder for a few minutes 
Genesis 28:16  “Surely the Lord is in this place and I was not aware of 
it. Think back of a time in your life, where this statement could have 
been made by YOU!  Can you identify a time in your life where you had 
a significant encounter with God where you felt the movement of the 
Holy Spirit? What was your response?  
 
SONG OF PRAISE          Surely the Presence       
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place; I can feel his might power and his grace.  
I can hear the brush of angel’s wings, I see glory on each face; surely the presence of the 
Lord is in this place.  (repeat)  Christ beside me, Christ before me, Christ behind me king 
of my heart; Christ within me, Christ, below me, Christ above me never to part.   Surely 
the presence of the Lord is in this place; I can feel his might power and his grace.  I can 
hear the brush of angel’s wings, I see glory on each face; surely the presence of the Lord 
is in this place.   
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As Jacob rose from his dream his awakening consciousness was “truly 
the Lord is in this place”---he is not just in heaven, HE IS HERE!  We 
can move through life missing the presence of the Lord.  As we fill 
ourselves with his word and seek his presence, we discover God in the 
most unlikely places, not just in “the sanctuary”.  He is in our homes, 
work, the crowded freeway, the gas station and grocery store.  And, it’s 
not just the Lord “was” in this place, it’s the Lord IS in this place!  Read 
Colossians 3:1-4---Pursue the things over which Christ presides. Don’t 
shuffle along, eyes to the ground, absorbed with the things right in 
front of you. Look up, and be alert to what is going on around Christ—
that’s where the action is. See things from his perspective.  Your old 
life is dead. Your new life, which is your real life—even though invisible 
to spectators—is with Christ in God. He is your life. When Christ (your 
real life, remember) shows up again on this earth, you’ll show up, too—
the real you, the glorious you. Meanwhile, be content with obscurity, 
like Christ. 

 
SCRIPTURE AND SERMON                                         
In the Beginning:  Jacob’s Ladder 
Genesis 28:10-22 
 
On the road to Mesopotamia and apparently alone, Jacob is forced by 
nightfall to bed down on the ground. The Lord appears to Jacob in a 
dream atop a ladder—or staircase—connecting heaven to earth. On 
that ladder, angels are ascending and descending. The Lord repeats to 
Jacob some of the very same promises in the same words He said to 
Abraham. He will give to Jacob and his descendants the very ground 
he is sleeping on while dreaming. He will make Jacob's offspring as the 
dust of the earth spreading out in every direction. All the peoples of the 
earth will be blessed through Jacob's offspring (Genesis 28:10–14). 
More immediately, the Lord promises to be with Jacob wherever he 
goes, to keep him safe, and to bring him back to the land of promise. 
The Lord will not leave Jacob (Genesis 28:15). 
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Jacob wakes up overwhelmed by awe and fear. He makes a powerful 
connection between the Lord's appearance to him and the place where 
he slept. He calls the place Bethel, which means "house of God," and 
sets up a stone pillar to commemorate the spot (Genesis 28:16–19). 

Finally, Jacob makes a vow. If God will be with him and provide for his 
needs and bring him back to his father's household in peace, Jacob will 
make the Lord his God. He will worship him at this place, and he will 
give to the Lord ten percent of all God gives to him (Genesis 28:20–22). 

During January, Pastor Shawn has been leading us through a few 
scriptures from the book of Genesis.   Genesis establishes fundamental 
truths about God. Among these are His role as the Creator, His 
holiness, His hatred of sin, His love for mankind, and His willingness 
to provide for our redemption. We learn not only where mankind has 
come from, but why the world is in its present form. The book also 
presents the establishment of Israel, God's chosen people. Many of the 
principles given in other parts of Scripture depend on the basic ideas 
presented here in the book of Genesis. Within the framework of the 
Bible, Genesis explains the bare-bones history of the universe leading 
up to the captivity of Israel in Egypt, setting the stage for the book of 
Exodus. 
 
SONG OF RESPONSE      Joyful Joyful     

 
Joyful, joyful, we adore You, God of glory, Lord of love; 

Hearts unfold like flow'rs before You, op'ning to the sun above. 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; drive the dark of doubt away; 

Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day! 
Mortals, join the mighty chorus, which the morning stars began; 
God's own love is reigning o’er us, joining people hand in hand. 

Ever singing, march we onward, victors in the midst of strife; 

 
In John 1:51, Jesus says, “Amen, Amen, I say to you, you will see 
heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending on 
the Son of Man.”  

Jesus is making an allusion to today’s scripture in Genesis 28:12. 
Jacob has a dream in which he sees angels who are ascending and 
descending on a ladder or staircase between earth and heaven. Then, 
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in his dream, the Lord speaks to him and makes great promises to him. 
When Jacob awakes, he concludes that the Lord is in this place and he 
names the place Bethel, which means “house of God” (Gen 28:17, 19).  

What does Jesus mean when he says that his disciples will see God’s 
angels ascending and descending upon him, the Son of Man? Like 
Jacob, his disciples are about to hear the Lord speak to them. Like 
Bethel (the “house of God”), Jesus is the place where God in heaven is 
speaking to people on earth, including the descendants of Jacob. 
Alternatively, he is the ladder or staircase that connects heaven and 
earth. Either way, Jesus’ words suggest that anyone who wants to hear 
revelation from God should come to where Jesus is. Elsewhere in John, 
we learn that Jesus is the one who speaks the words of God, his Father, 
and he is the Word of God (John 1:1-18; 3:34). 

CLOSING MUSIC     Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus  Rodney Barbour 
Worship, honor, pow'r, and blessing, thou art worthy to receive; 

loudest praises, without ceasing, meet it is for us to give. 
Help, ye bright angelic spirits, bring your sweetest, noblest lays; 
help to sing our Savior's merits, help to chant Immanuel's praise. 

 
Again, Jesus is “the place” where God in heaven is speaking to people 
on earth!  Sometimes our emphasis upon Jesus’ earthly ministry 
causes us to lose sight of his eternal deity.  Scripture reminds us that 
“because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood.  
Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God 
through him, because he always lives to intercede for them (Hebrews 
7:24,25).  Because of Jesus’ unchanging priesthood, he is ever 
accessible to us through prayer!  We worship him as we move into the 
world today with these words from this powerful hymn and from the 
book of Revelation 4:11: “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive 
glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will 
they existed and were created.”  

 

See you SUNDAY 1-31-21 for Worship 
On-site or On-line! 


