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February 21, 2021, 9:30am 
An Audience of One  

Matthew 6:1—Beware of practicing your righteousness before other 
people in order to be seen by them, for then you will have no reward 

from your Father who is in heaven.  
 
PREPARATION MUSIC      I Love You, Lord   
I love you, Lord and I lift my voice to worship you, O my soul, rejoice!  Take 
joy, my King, in what you hear:  may it be a sweet, sweet sound in your ear. 

 
This simple worship song is a direct statement of love from the 
individual to God.  The noted speaker John Piper adds these two 
verses:  “I love You, Lord, and I stand amazed; My sins are gone! May 
Your name be praised! Exult, my soul! And behold His face;  I will ever 
sing, O my King, of Your grace.  I love You, Lord, and for You I wait:  
Your promises and Your power are great!  Make haste, my God, may I 
taste Your ways;  I will magnify Your sweet peace all of my days.” 
                 
CALL TO WORSHIP                          

 

• As Jesus entered the wilderness for forty days, we enter the 
wilderness of Lent for forty days.   

 
• Today we are guided by Psalm 63:  O God you are my God, I seek 

you, my soul thirsts for you; my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and 
weary land where there is no water.   

 
• So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary beholding your power 

and glory.  Because your steadfast love is better than life, my lips will 
praise you.  So I will bless you as long as I live.   

 
• I will lift up my hands and call on your name.  My soul is satisfied as 

with a rich feast and my mouth praises you with joyful lips when I 
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think of you on my bed, and meditate on you in the watches of the 
night; for you have been my help and in the shadow of your wings I 
sing for joy.   

 
• My soul clings to you, your right hand upholds me.   

 

In these verses from Psalm 63, the psalmist takes refuge in the place 
where he feels truly loved and secure — in the shadow of the wings of 
God. There is intense longing: “O God, you are my God, I seek you/my 
soul thirsts for you/my flesh faints for you/as in a dry and weary land 
where there is no water” (verse 1). There is also ecstatic fulfillment: 
“Because your steadfast love is better than life/my lips will praise you” 
(verse 3). The psalmist encircles this place of desire and delight not 
with light but with song, a song of trust and thanksgiving powerful 
enough to sustain him through threatening danger. 
 
 
SONG OF PRAISE        In the Shadow of Your Wings    

In the shadow of your wings my voice, with gladness, sing. 
To you alone, Lord, my soul clings, in the shadow of your wings. 
And my lips shall sing your praise while my hands, to you, I raise. 
For your kindness follows me always in the shadow of your wings, 

And I will sing Alleluia, alleluia. 
I’ll sing alleluia in the shadow of your wings. 

Alleluia, alleluia.  I’ll sing alleluia in the shadow of your wings. 
In the shadow of your wings my voice, with gladness, sing. 

To you alone, Lord, my soul clings, in the shadow of your wings. 
And my lips shall sing your praise while my hands, to you, I raise. 
For your kindness follows me always in the shadow of your wings, 

In the shadow of your wings. 
 

The image of shelter and protection “under God’s wings” is found in 
several psalms 57, 63 and 91 to name a few.  God is a refuge, a shelter 
when we are afraid.  The psalmist’s faith in God as Protector carries 
him through all the dangers and fears of life.  We should picture 
ourselves trading all our fears for faith in God, no matter what kind of 
fear it may be.   
 
SCRIPTURE AND SERMON                          
An Audience of One——Matthew 6:1 



 

3 

 
Practicing righteousness and godly living as Christ instructed is the 
path to spiritual maturity, but He gives a severe warning about the 
motive behind godly works and the intention behind the performance 
of righteous deeds: beware of practicing your righteousness before 
men to be noticed by them, is Christ's serious warning to His disciples. 
Jesus is cautioning them to be careful not to do the right thing for the 
wrong reason. 
 
God examines the thoughts of the hearts and the hidden motive behind 
our actions and we are warned that IF the motive behind what we say 
and do is done to be seen and applauded by other people, rather 
than carried out for the honour and glory of God.. it is the wrong 
motivation.. and will not be rewarded by our Father in heaven. Others 
may reward us handsomely with their high acclaim and other fleshly 
honours.. but no further reward will be received from our Father in 
heaven, because it was done from the wrong motive. 
 
God is the One that searches the heart. He alone knows the moment 
the heart of the unbeliever starts to trust in Christ for salvation but He 
also knows the heart of the believer.. and His rewards for Christians 
are entirely based on the motive behind the works that we perform. 
 
If they are good works that He has prepared for us to do and are carried 
out in spirit and truth with the sole purpose of honouring God, they will 
receive a reward. But if they are works that appear to be righteous and 
good, but are carried out in the flesh - then no reward will be received 
from God. We need to reflect on the motive behind all that we say and 
do, so that we do not fall into the temptation of trying to carrying out 
hypocritical actions in our own fleshly power.. in order to impress God 
or to others of our piety in order to receive their warm applause, for 
God sees the secret motive behind all our actions and attitudes and 
knows whether or not they are done for self-glorification or for the 
praise and glory of our heavenly Father. 
 
SONG OF RESPONSE        In Christ Alone    
 
In Christ alone my hope is found, he is my light, my strength, my song 
This Cornerstone, this solid ground, firm through the fiercest drought 

and storm. 
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What heights of love, what depths of peace, when fears are stilled, 
when strivings cease 

My Comforter, my All in All, here in the love of Christ I stand. 
 

No guilt in life, no fear in death, this is the power of Chridst in me 
From life's first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny 

No power of hell, no scheme of man, can ever pluck me from His hand 
Till He returns or calls me home here in the power of Christ I'll stand. 

 
Here are some scripture comments for the text of this song:  
 
• In Christ alone my hope is found:    
Lamentations 3:24 
I say to myself, “The LORD is my portion;   therefore I will wait for 
him.” 
1 Timothy 4:9-10 
This is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance (and for 
this we labor and strive), that we have put our hope in the living God, 
who is the Savior of all men, and especially of those who believe. 
 
• He is my light, my strength, my song; 
Exodus 15:1-2 
Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the LORD : 
“I will sing to the LORD, for he is highly exalted. 
The horse and its rider he has hurled into the sea. 
The LORD is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation. 
He is my God, and I will praise him, my father’s God, and I will exalt 
him. 
 
• This cornerstone, this solid ground, 
Ephesians 2:19-22 
 
Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow 
citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household, built on 
the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus 
himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the whole building is joined 
together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him 
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you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God 
lives by his Spirit. 
 
• Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
1 Corinthians 3:11 
For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, 
which is Jesus Christ. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace, 
1 John 4:10 
This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his 
Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
 
• When fears are stilled, when strivings cease! 
1 John 4:18 
There is no fear in love.  But perfect love drives out fear, because fear 
has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in 
love. 
 
• My comforter, my all in all— 
Colossians 3:11 
Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, 
barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all. 
 
• Here in the love of Christ I stand. 
Galatians 2:20 
I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives 
in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave himself for me. 
 
CLOSING MUSIC           Majesty   

Majesty, worship his majesty; 
Unto Jesus be all glory, honor, and praise. 

Majesty, kingdom authority, 
Flow from his throne unto his own, his anthem raise. 

So exalt, lift up on high the name of Jesus. 
Magnify, come glorify Christ Jesus, the King. 

Majesty, worship his majesty, 
Jesus who died, now glorified, King of all kings. 
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A prayer of praise from Jude 1:24-25—To him who is able to keep you 
from stumbling and to present you before his glorious presence 
without fault and with great joy— to the only God our Savior be glory, 
majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all 
ages, now and forevermore! Amen. 
 
 
 


