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April 25 2021 Worship Notes 
Daniel Chapter 3 and 6 

 
PREPARATION MUSIC          Holy, Holy, Holy    

Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee, 
casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 

cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 
which wert, and art, and evermore shalt be. 

 
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God almighty! 

All thy works shall praise thy name, in earth, and sky, and sea. 
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty! 
God in three persons, blessed trinity! 

 
Daniel 3 and Daniel 6 are about worship!  In particular the first and 
second commandments in Exodus 20:3-5 which forbid idolatry.  These 
commandments teach us to love God with all of our heart, soul, mind 
and strength, and to fear God, to give God the glory, and to worship 
him.  Seeing the three men in the furnace with a fourth image reminds 
us of the vision of worship in Revelation 4 and 7.  We pray:  Great Lamb 
of God your blood purifies us, protects us from eternal death and 
grants us entrance into the presence of your Father.  Just as the 
Passover Lamb fed your people long ago, giving them strength for their 
journey, so you, our Paschal Lamb, sustain us and enable us to follow 
you wherever you lead.  We bow before you, Jesus, for you have 
clothed us in righteousness.  You have put palm branches of victory in 
our hands and have placed words of praise and worship on our lips.  
We join the four living creatures around the throne in Revelation 4 who 
day and night never stop saying:  Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God 
Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come.”   
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SCRIPTURE AND SONG 
 
Isaiah 41:10 and 43:2  Today we see the Lord with Shadrach, Meshach 
and Abednego, and hear the Lord’s words of promise to us:  “Do not 
fear, for I am with you; Do not anxiously look about you, for I am your 
God. I will strengthen you, surely I will help you, I will uphold you with 
My righteous right hand.” Isaiah 41:10  “When you pass through the waters, 
I will be with you; And through the rivers, they will not overwhelm you.  
When you walk through the fire, you will not be scorched, nor will the 
flame burn you.” Isaiah 43:2 
 
Song    How Firm a Foundation   

How firm a foundation, you saints of the Lord,  
is laid for your faith in his excellent Word! 

What more can he say than to you he hath said,  
to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled? 

“Fear not, I am with thee; O be not dismayed, 
for I am thy God, and will still give thee aid. 

I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand, 
upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand. 

 “When through the deep waters I call thee to go, 
the rivers of sorrow shall not overflow, 

for I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless, 
and sanctify to thee the deepest distress. 

“When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie, 
my grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply. 
The flames shall not hurt thee. I only design 

thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine. 
“The soul that on Jesus still leans for repose, 

I will not, I will not desert to his foes. 
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake, 

I’ll never, no never, no never forsake!” 
 
The three men in the fiery furnace call to mind these scriptures from 
Isaiah 41 and 43.  A prayer for Isaiah 41—you are my God.  Calm the 
fears of this servant and worshiper, and infuse me with strength.  Help 
and uphold me.  Please, condescend to be with me; more than 
anything, I need your divine friendship.  A prayer for Isaiah 43—To think 
that my name is in your mind and on your lips---it is mercy too deep to 
fathom.  You have proclaimed from the heavens that I am yours, and 
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you are not ashamed to be mine.  You are my Rock, the anchor of my 
life.  You never, ever, abandon me.  I will cling to you when the floods 
rise and the fires rage.  I will proclaim to the whole world that you are 
the only, the everlasting the irresistible God who has redeemed me with 
your own life.   
 
SCRIPTURE AND SERMON                           Shawn Barkley  
Daniel 3 and 6 
In Daniel 3, Nebuchadnezzar had brought together people from every 
tongue and nation whom he had conquered and tried to get them to all 
bow down together, but they bowed down to a statue that he had set 
up. 

But in Revelation 7, we see that the LORD has redeemed even the way 
we worship to the point where there are people from every tribe and 
tongue and nation all bowed down in worship, not there because they 
were prisoners, but as those who’ve been freed to worship the way they 
were created. 

Instead of a human-built statue, they are worshipping the way they 
were created to worship. And we are called to worship that way too: 
bowing down before the One who was and is and is to come and 
singing over and over, Holy, Holy and Holy, is the Lord God Almighty.   

This is the Good News for us today! In Daniel 3, we are given hope that 
when we stand up in worship for the Living God, He is faithful and He 
will remain with us no matter what will come our way.  And in the 
context of the rest of Scripture, we are given the assurance that the 
Living God is at work redeeming the misdirected and twisted ways his 
creatures try to worship the things that do not satisfy. 

And this is the Good News that we can carry with us as we interact with 
those around us.  We are being watched by our friends, our co-workers 
and our neighbors, and the way we stand up in faith.  And we pray that 
Lord willing, those watching us will not just watch us, but we pray that 
they too will encounter the power of the Living God is such clear ways 
that they will be changed and, ultimately, even the ways they worship 
will be transformed and redeemed. 
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Hear these words of King Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon—
someone whose worship was twisted and misdirected: 
 

"Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, 
who has sent his angel and rescued his servants! 

They trusted in him and defied the king's command 
and were willing to give up their lives rather than serve 

or worship any god except their own God... 
...no other god can save in this way." 

 
SONG           Build My Life      

Worthy, worthy of every song we could ever sing 
Worthy of all the praise we could ever bring 

Worthy of every breath we could ever breathe 
We live for you, oh, we live for you 

Jesus, the Name above every other name 
Jesus, the only One that could ever save 

Worthy of every breath we could ever breathe 
We live for you, oh, we live for you 

Holy, holy, there is no one like you, there is none beside you 
Open up my eyes in wonder, and show me who you are 

And fill me with your heart, and lead me in your love to those around me 
 

And I will build my life upon your love, it is a firm foundation 
I will put my trust in you alone, and I will not be shaken 

I will build my life upon your throne, it is a firm foundation 
I will put my trust in you alone, and I will not be shaken 

 
Holy, there is no one like you, there is none beside you 
Open up my eyes in wonder, and show me who you are 

And fill me with your heart, and lead me in your love to those around me 
 

And holy, there is no one like you, there is none beside you 
Open up my eyes in wonder, and show me who you are 

And fill me with your heart, and lead me in your love to those around me 
 

And I will build my life upon your love, it is a firm foundation 
I will put my trust in you alone, and I will, I will not be shaken 

 
A prayer:  O Lord, build in me the kind of character that values integrity over 
comfort.  Give me boldness to speak truth without regard for my own welfare and 
without fearing the power of others.  May I be like Daniel---one who is upright, and 
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honorable in my dealings, one who cannot be bought with money or position.  You 
are worthy of my trust, Lord.  I pray that I can be worthy of yours.  

 
CLOSING MUSIC             In Thee is Gladness    

Since He is ours, we fear no powers, not of earth nor sin nor death. 
He sees and blesses in worst distresses; he can change them with a breath. 

Wherefore the story tell of his glory with hearts and voices; all heav'n rejoices 
in him forever: Alleluia! 

We shout for gladness, triumph o'er sadness, love him and praise him and still 
shall raise him glad hymns forever: Alleluia! 

 

A prayer:  Lord, as we read about the stone being placed over the mouth of the 
lion’s den, we are reminded of another stone that sealed another place of death.  
As the lifeless body of your Son was sealed in a tomb, his followers mourned.  But 
you brought him out of that tomb, alive and victorious!  Just as you shut the 
ravenous mouths of lions for Daniel, so you opened the very jaws of death and 
released our Savior into the light of resurrection life.  O Father, we believe that your 
life of overcoming victory is for all of us who believe in Jesus and trust in you.  Roll 
the stone of my captivity from the door of our tomb and release us into the fullness 
of everything you have for us.   

See You in Worship! 
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