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May 2, 2021, 9:30am 
 
 

PREPARATION MUSIC    Draw us in the Spirit’s Tether     

Draw us in the Spirit's tether; for when humbly, in thy name, 
two or three are met together, Thou art in the midst of them: 

Alleluya! Alleluya! Touch we now thy garment's hem. 
All our meals and all our living make as sacraments of thee, 

That by caring, helping, giving, we may true disciples be. 
Alleluya! Alleluya! We will serve thee faithfully. 

 
There are several obvious scripture references in this prelude text.  Your attention 
is called to the first one:  Matthew 18:19-20 Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree 
on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 
For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”  Jesus 
looks ahead to a new day when he will be present with them not in body, but 
through his Holy Spirit.  In the body of believers (the church)), the sincere 
agreement of two people is more powerful that the superficial agreement of 
thousands, because Christ’s Holy Spirit is with them.  Two or more believers, filled 
with the Holy Spirit, will pray according to God’s will, not their own, and thus their 
requests will be granted.   

 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
We are called to Worship.  Why refer to it as a call?  Because we’re being 
asked to move. To step away from one mindset and into another.   

From the cares and concerns that have been your focus for the last seven 
days to casting all your cares on God who cares for you. (1 Peter 5:7)  

From the hectic pace of daily life and the insanity of the 24/7 news cycle to 
the rhythms of Sabbath, and grace, and resting in God’s presence.   
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From listening to powerful world leaders claiming they’re masters of all they 
survey to hearing once again the foundational truth that “the earth is the 
Lord’s and all that is in it.” (Psalm 24:1)  

From an ethic of upward mobility and ‘me first’ to being reminded what 
matters most are things like humility and generosity and serving those 
considered last and least. (Matthew 25:31-46)  

From a world in which human lives are routinely discounted, to a world in 
which people of every imaginable variety gather around the throne of God 
singing “blessing and glory and … honor … and might… be to our God 
forever and ever!” (Revelation 7:12)  

We need this call to reorient ourselves. “Do not be conformed to this world,” 
“but be transformed by the renewing of your minds...” (Romans 12:2)  So we 
call ourselves to worship.  To refocus.  To regain our footing.  To be 
transformed as God’s people. And we use the same words the ancient 
Israelites used in the temple, that Jesus and his used in the synagogue in 
Nazareth, that the earliest Christians used in Ephesus and Rome.  Psalm 95:  
“O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our 
salvation!  Let us come into [God’s] presence with thanksgiving; let us make 
a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!” (Psalm 95:1-2) 

There is a LOT of scripture in this call to worship!   Let’s look at some:   

1 Peter 5:7 Carrying your worries, stress and daily struggles by yourself 
shows that you have not trusted God fully with your life.  It takes humility, 
however, to recognize that God cares, to admit your need, and to let others 
in his family help you.  We may think that struggles caused by our own sin 
and foolishness are not God’s concern, but when we turn to him in 
repentance, he will bear the weight even of those struggles.  We shouldn’t 
submit to circumstance, but to the Lord who controls circumstances.  

Psalm 24:1 Here we see everything belongs to God—the glorious eternal 
king.  We worship him and welcome his glorious reign.  The earth belongs to 
God, therefore, all of us are stewards or caretakers.  We are committed to 
the proper management of this world and its resources, but we are not to 
become devoted to these things because they will all pass away.  
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Matthew 25: 31-46 (prayer)  Lord, I want to please you by using the talents 
and gifts you have given me for your glory and for your pleasure.  Let me not 
take them lightly or bury them under rationalization or procrastination.  Help 
me to make the most of what I have been given and to faithfully discharge 
my duties as your humble servant. 

Revelation 7:12  AMEN! Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor 
and power and strength be to our God for ever and ever.  AMEN!  We bow 
before you, Jesus for you have clothed us in righteousness.  You have put 
palm branches of victory in our hands and have placed words of praise and 
worship on our lips!  

Romans 12:2 (prayer) In light of your kind mercy to me, I offer to you my 
whole self without reservation.  I bring every thought captive to obedience to 
Christ.  I make a covenant with my eyes to keep them purse.  I offer you my 
hands and feet for the service of your ministry. Come and fill me with your 
Spirit, Lord, and teach me to live a life that is worthy of your calling and that 
conforms with your good, pleasing and perfect will!   

Psalm 95:1-2 These are words of David that span the time of worship, calling 
the Israelites to worship in the temple, Jesus and his parents to worship in 
the synagogue, early Christians to worship in Ephesus and Rome, and us 
today!  

SONG     Speak O Lord            
Speak, O Lord, as we come to you, to receive the food of your Holy Word 
Take your truth, plant it deep in us, shape and fashion us in your likeness 

That the light of Christ might be seen today, in our acts of love and our deeds of 
faith 

Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us all your purposes for your glory 
Teach us Lord, full obedience Holy reverence, true humility 

Test our thoughts and our attitudes in the radiance of your purity 
Cause our faith to rise, cause our eyes to see your majestic love and authority 

Words of pow'r that can never fail let their truth prevail over unbelief 
Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds Help us grasp the heights of your plans for 

us 
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time that will echo down through eternity 
And by grace we'll stand on your promises and by faith we'll walk as you walk 

with us. 
Speak, O Lord, till your church is built and the earth is filled with your glory. 

 
 



 

4 

The composers of this song have this to say:  A tenet of Christianity is 
that we worship a God who has spoken - who is not silent. From God 
the Father, speaking the world into creation, to speaking through His 
Living word in Christ, to speaking by His Spirit through the written 
word.  

Throughout history the word of God has transformed the most proud 
leaders and the most hopeless victims, the greatest civilizations and 
the remotest of villages, in every age to every corner of the world - so 
incredible is its power. 

In Isaiah the people were performing many acts in the name of God and 
the Lord said "This is the one to whom I will turn my face – he who is 
humble and contrite and trembles at my word".  

Through the power of the spirit, this hymn helps prepare people to 
humbly listen to scripture being taught and respond to the huge 
consequences it has on their lives. 
 
SCRIPTURE SERMON 
2 Timothy 2:7:  Soldiers, athletes and farmers all must discipline 
themselves and be willing to sacrifice to achieve the results they want.  
Like soldiers, we have to give up worldly security and endure rigorous 
discipline.  Like athletes, we must train hard and follow the rules.  Like 
farmers, we must work extremely hard.  We keep going in spite of 
suffering because of the thought of victory, the vision of winning, and 
the hope of harvest.  All our suffering is made worthwhile by our goal 
of glorifying God, winning people to Christ, and one day living eternally 
with him. 
 
Romans 12:2:  Our refusal to conform to the world, must go even 
deeper than the level of behavior and customs, it must be firmly 
founded in our minds.  This verse is also translated “Do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your 
mind.”  It is possible to avoid most worldly customs and still be proud, 
covetous, selfish stubborn and arrogant.  Only when our minds are 
renewed by the new attitude Christ gives us are we truly transformed.  
If our character is like Christ’s, we can be sure our behavior will honor 
God.    
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Proverbs 15:26  Thoughts and words actually come from the same 
place, from the heart.  We can see that out of the hearts of men come 
evil thoughts and plans.  Knowing that the Bible teaches that the heart 
is deceitful above all things and is desperately wicked, we can know 
that such thoughts and plans reside in everyone alive.  The thoughts 
of human hearts were at one point so wicked that God decided to 
destroy the earth in the days of Noah.  That is how much of an 
abomination these things are to Him.  

We read next that pleasant words are pure.  This might be a little hard 
to understand unless once again we take a biblical viewpoint.  Words 
that come out of the mouth originate in the heart first.  Jesus said that 
out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.  Thus when 
someone has pleasant words - they come from a pure heart.  There are 
thoughts behind them that are equally pleasant as well.  

Thoughts and words are very important to the Lord - and should be to 
us as well.  Jesus made it clear in the Sermon on the Mount that there 
was far more to a person than just their actions.  There were the things 
they thought and did in their hearts.  A man might state emphatically 
that he has never committed adultery, but if he looks at a woman with 
lust in his heart, Jesus says, he has already committed adultery with 
her in his heart.  These things are vital for us to grasp because they 
take religion out of merely acting good - and puts it where it should be 
- that our hearts are transformed to be good at their core.  This is 
wisdom that cannot be refuted.   
 
CLOSING MUSIC        Sent Forth by God’s Blessing      

Sent forth by God’s blessing, our true faith confessing, 
The people of God from His dwelling take leave. 

The Supper is ended.  
O now be extended the fruits of this service in all who believe. 

The seed of His teaching, receptive souls reaching, 
shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

His grace did invite us, His love shall unite us 
to work for God’s kingdom and answer His call. 
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It seems like such a simple hymn, a nice melody, some pretty music to 
help us be happy as we exit, but take time to look up all the verses of 
this hymn and to read these paragraphs below!   
 
“Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” is used as closing music, especially 
appropriate with The Lord’s Supper offered during the service.  

In Luke 8:26-39 we find the story of Jesus healing a demon-possessed 
man. Not surprisingly, the man wanted to stay with Jesus. However, 
Jesus turned him down. Instead Jesus said, “Return to your home, and 
declare how much God has done for you.” So that is what the man did. 
Everywhere he went he spoke of how Jesus helped him (Luke 8:39). 
This thought is captured in the first couplet in this hymn. We are 
blessed by God to be a blessing to others. 

So the fruits of this meal are for all who believe. It embraces His 
children of each tribe and race. It unites us as one in this life that we 
share.  In Colossians 3:17 Paul writes, “Whatever you do, in word or 
deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God the Father though Him.” Our Christian Faith is to permeate every 
aspect of our lives. The hymnist writes that fortified by the Sacrament, 
we go out in our roles in life to serve God and others with joyful, 
thankful hearts (stanza 2). Fortified by this Meal of Grace we go forth 
as God’s people of grace into a world desperately in need of God’s 
grace. 

In Numbers 6:24-26, Aaron is instructed to put God’s name on God’s 
people with the words, “The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord 
make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord lift 
up his countenance upon you and give you peace” (Numbers 6:24-26 ). 
The word “countenance” (v. 26) is not simply a redundancy of “face” 
(v. 25). It carries with it the idea of God’s presence. In the Supper we 
have been in the very presence of our God, Jesus Christ (John 20:28; 
1 John 5:20), receiving forgiveness. Because we are forgiven, we 
receive the favor of the Father. What a blessing! 

The hymn, though, is more expansive. As it refers to the entire worship 
service, it also refers to the blessings we receive through the word, 
both the word encased in the liturgy and the word read from the Holy 
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Bible and also the word proclaimed from the pulpit. Read the words 
again and discover those thoughts. 

One of Luther’s many brilliant insights was that “Christians live outside 
themselves: they live in Christ by faith and in their neighbor by love.” 
Review the hymn again as see how it catches this reality. It is God’s 
grace that enables us to live this Christian way, and it is the worship 
service, rich in grace, that blesses us to do so. 

 
See You in Worship this Sunday 

May 2, 2021 
On-Site, or On-Line at 9:30am 


