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May 16, 2021 WORSHIP NOTES 
Daniel 1-The Daniel Diet-REVISITED! 

 
PREPARATION MUSIC    All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly  Teri McKibben 

All who hunger, gather gladly; holy manna is our bread. 
Come from wilderness and wandering. 

Here, in truth, we will be fed. 
You that yearn for days of fullness, all around us is our food. 

Taste and see the grace eternal. 
Taste and see that God is good. 

 
Read Psalm 34:8  Taste and see that the Lord is good.  Put God to the 
test and see how kind he is!  See for yourself the way his mercies 
shower down on all who trust in him.  If you belong to the Lord, 
reverence him; for everyone who does this has everything he needs.  
Even strong young lions sometimes go hungry, but those of us who 
reverence the Lord will never lack any good thing. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP and CONFESSION-  words from Psalm 103 and 51  
Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy 
name! Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits, who 
forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, who redeems 
your life from the pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, 
who satisfies you with good so that your youth is renewed like the 
eagle's. 
 
Have mercy on me, O God, because of your unfailing love. Our God is 
merciful and gracious. Because of your great compassion, blot out the 
stain of my sins. Slow to get angry, and full of unfailing love.  Wash me 
clean from my guilt. Purify me from my sin. For I recognize my shameful 
deeds—they haunt me day and night. God will not constantly accuse 
us, nor remain angry forever. Against you, and you alone, have I 
sinned;  I have done what is evil in your sight. You will be proved right 
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in what you say, and your judgment against me is just.  God has not 
punished us for all our sins, nor does he deal with us as we deserve. 
For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for 
those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far has he 
removed our transgressions from us.   
 
Psalm 103 speaks of God’s great love for us.  What God does for us 
tesll us what he is really like.  David’s praise focused on God’s glorious 
acts.  It is easy to complain about life, but David’s list gives us plenty 
for which to praise God—his love, forgiveness, salvation, kindness, 
mercy, justice, patience, tenderness—we receive all of these without 
deserving any of them.  This is a good list (in Psalm 103) to review when 
you feel like you have nothing for which to praise God.  Here, we 
contrast this list with an awareness of our sin in Psalm 51.  David asks 
for mercy, forgiveness and cleansing.  God wants our hearts to be right 
with him.   
  
SONG          Bless the Lord, O My Soul        

Chorus: 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul, 

Worship his holy name. 
Sing like never before, O my soul. 

I'll worship your holy name. 
Verse 1: 

The sun comes up, it's a new day dawning; 
It's time to sing your song again. 

Whatever may pass, and whatever lies before me, 
Let me be singing when the evening comes. (Chorus) 

Verse 2: 
You're rich in love, and you're slow to anger. 
Your name is great, and your heart is kind. 

For all your goodness, I will keep on singing; 
Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find. (Chorus) 

Verse 3: 
And on that day when my strength is failing, 
The end draws near, and my time has come; 
Still my soul will sing your praise unending: 
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Ten thousand years and then forevermore! (Chorus) 
To bless God is to praise him, remembering all he has done for us, 
reverencing him and obeying his commands, and serving him 
constantly.  Blessing, worshipping, praising God opens 
communication and awareness.  It enables the Holy Spirit freedom to 
act on God’s word in us and empower God’s presence in our lives.  
 
SCRIPTURE AND SERMON                          
Daniel 1:  The Daniel Diet Re-Visited 
 
Daniel and his three friends are examples of dedication and 
commitment.  They determined to serve God regardless of the 
consequences.  They did not give in to pressures from an ungodly 
society because they had a clear purpose in life.  Daniel served in a 
foreign land that was hostile to God for 70 years, yet he did not 
compromise his faith in God.  He was truthful, persistent in prayer, and 
disinterested in power for personal glory.  It is wise to make trusting 
and obeying God alone our true purpose in life.  This will give us 
direction and peace in spite of the circumstances or consequences.  
Our first allegiance must be to God.  We also must be relentless in 
prayers, firm in integrity and content to serve God wherever he puts 
you.  
 
God has good, pleasing, and perfect plans for his children.  He wants 
us to be new people with freshness of thought, alive to glorify him.  
Since he wants only what is best for us, and since he gave his Son to 
make our new lives possible, we should joyfully offer ourselves as 
living sacrifices for him.    
 
 
CLOSING SONG      Take My Life         Congregation (sing with masks) 

1 Take my life, and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee. 
Take my moments and my days; let them flow in ceaseless praise, 

let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 

2 Take my hands, and let them move at the impulse of thy love. 
Take my feet, and let them be swift and beautiful for thee, 

swift and beautiful for thee. 
 

3 Take my intellect and use ev’ry pow’r as thou shalt choose. 
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Take my lips, and let them be filled with messages from thee, 
filled with messages from thee. 

 
1 Corinthians 10:31  So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, 
do it all for the glory of God.  God must so permeate our lives that all 
we do is for his glory.  A guiding principle:  Is this glorifying God?  or 
How can I glorify God through this?   

 
CLOSING MUSIC    All People That on Earth Do Dwell     Teri McKibben 

All people that on earth do dwell, sing to the Lord with cheerful voice. 
Serve him with joy, his praises tell, come now before him and rejoice! 
Know that the Lord is God indeed; he formed us all without our aid. 

We are the flock he surely feeds, the sheep who by his hand were made. 
Because the Lord our God is good, his mercy is forever sure. 

His faithfulness at all times stood and shall from age to age endure. 
 

Ps 100:1  Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth!  Obey him gladly; come 
before him; singing with joy.  Thinking of Daniel’s attitude and service 
first to the Lord, and then to Nebuchadnezzar, some employees work 
reluctantly, complaining as they go.  Others cheerfully give their best 
all day long.  We are to be like the faithful employees who serve with 
gladness.  To brood and complain is only a waste of energy.  Are you 
glad to obey the Lord?  


