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June 13, 2021 WORSHIP NOTES 
Ephesians 1 

Flowers from Jim & Dana Gehri in honor of  
Ryan’s 14th Birthday and John & Alison’s 19th Wedding Anniversary 

 
WELCOME VIDEO             On-Line     
 
PREPARATION MUSIC          Be Thou My Vision    
Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart, naught be all else to me, save that thou art 
Thou my best thought, by day or by night, waking or sleeping, thy presence my 
light…High King of heaven, my victory won, may I reach heaven's joys, O bright 
heaven's sun.  Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, still be my vision, O ruler of 
all.   
 
Here are some scripture verses supporting the text of this hymn:  
Verse 1: 
Be Thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart 
 

• Psalm 26:3 For Your lovingkindness is before my eyes, and I have 
walked in Your truth. 

 
• Hebrews 12:1-2 Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses 

surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin 
which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that 
is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of 
faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

 
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art. 
 

• Philippians 3:8 More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the 
surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have 
suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may 
gain Christ, 
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Thou my best Thought, by day or by night, 
 

• Psalm 139:17-18  How precious also are Your thoughts to me, O God! 
How vast is the sum of them! If I should count them, they would 
outnumber the sand. When I awake, I am still with You. 

 
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light. 
 

• Psalm 3:5 I lay down and slept; I awoke, for the Lord sustains me. 
 

• John 12:46 I have come as Light into the world, so that everyone who 
believes in Me will not remain in darkness.  

 
Verse 5: 
High King of Heaven, my victory won, 
 

• 1 Corinthians 15:56-57 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is 
the law; but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
May I reach Heaven’s joys, O bright Heaven’s Sun! 
 

• 2 Peter 3:13 But according to His promise we are looking for new 
heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells. 

 
• The Lord said in Malachi 4:2 “But for you who fear My name, the sun of 

righteousness will rise with healing in its wings; and you will go forth 
and skip about like calves from the stall." 

 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
 

• Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego said in Daniel 3:18 "But even if He 
does not, let it be known to you, O king, that we are not going to serve 
your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up.” 

 
Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all. 
 

• Psalm 16:8 I have set the Lord continually before me; because He is 
at my right hand, I will not be shaken. 
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• Psalm 47:7 For God is the King of all the earth; Sing praises with a 
skillful psalm. 

 
ON-LINE WELCOME VIDEO                                              
                        
WELCOME and PRAYER             
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  (inspired from Ephesians 1)    
Friends:  May God himself, the heavenly Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, release grace over you and impart total well-being into your 
lives. 
 
Every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realm has already been 
lavished upon us as a love gift from our wonderful heavenly Father, the 
Father of our Lord Jesus.  This is why we celebrate him and worship 
him with all our hearts! 

For it was always in his perfect plan to adopt us as his delightful 
children, through our union with Jesus, the Anointed One, so that his 
tremendous love that cascades over us would glorify his grace 

I pray that the Father of glory, the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, would 
impart to you the riches of the Spirit of wisdom and the Spirit of 
revelation to know him through your deepening intimacy with him. 

I pray that the light of God will illuminate the eyes of your imagination  
flooding you with light, until you experience the full revelation of the 
hope of his calling.  May it be so today as we stand and sing these 
words inspired by Paul’s writing.  

A PRAYER:  Lord God, you have sought us in your love, you have 
pursued us with your grace.  You have captured us by your mercy in 
Jesus.  Your intention from the dawn of creation was to be in 
relationship with us.  Why would you choose us?  We hide.  You seek.  
We hold back.  You pour yourself out on our behalf.  We are weak, 
broken and unresponsive.  Yet you are relentless in your pursuit of us.  
You are determined to make us holy and blameless in your sight.  We 
will never fully comprehend the depth of your love or the riches of your 
grace in Christ Jesus.  All praise be to you, our loving Lord!   
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PRAYER SONG     Open the Eyes of My Heart      
Verse 

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord, Open the eyes of my heart, 
I want to see You, I want to see You 

Chorus 
To see You high and lifted up, shining in the light of Your glory 

Pour out Your power and love, as we sing holy, holy, holy 
Ending 

Holy, holy, holy, Holy, holy, holy, You are holy, holy, holy 
I want to see You. 

 
Prayer:  We praise you, glorious Father, for your great power and 
wisdom.  We, your church, this immense collection of frail humanity, 
we are the body of Christ on earth.  The Spirit that raised Jesus Christ 
from the dead now inhabits each of us with that same resurrection 
power.  I am a part of your living body, Lord Jesus.  Fill me afresh with 
your Spirit and open my eyes of faith so that I might understand not 
just in theory, but in day-to-day living, what it means to be a part of your 
body.  Teach me to think your thoughts, to see with your eyes, to hear 
with your ears—to live and move and have my very existence in you.   
 
SCRIPTURE AND SERMON                            
Ephesians 1 
Why do we worship God?...because we get so much out of 
it?...because Scriptures say we should? …because we love God?  All of 
these answers may be true, and we could probably suggest many other 
valid reasons.  Yet, apart from the first chapter of Ephesians we might 
never come up with an answer so stunning as what Paul offers here.   
 
Paul begins by praising God, who has blessed us in every way (1:3); 
chosen us before creation (1:4); predestined us in love to be his 
children (1:5.11); redeemed us (1:7); forgiven our sins (1:7); lavished 
his grace upon us (1:8); and made known to us his plan for creation 
(1:9-10).  Why has God done all these marvelous things?  “In order that 
we…might BE for the praise of his glory” (1:12).  Our very being as 
God’s people is defined in terms of worship.  We exist to praise our 
glorious God!   
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We worship because that’s way we are here of earth.  We worship 
because God determined, even before creation, that this would be our 
chief purpose.  We worship because not else is more important.  Our 
lives would be different if we were to begin each day by saying: I exist 
for the primary purpose of praising God.  That’s why I’m alive today!   
 
Ephesians encourages us to do that which we typically identify as 
worship: Be filled with the Spirit.  Speak to one another with psalms 
hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the 
Lord, always giving thanks to God…submit to one another out of 
reverence for Christ (5:18-21).   
 
Ephesians underscores the corporate dimension of worship.  We sing 
to the Lord in the presence of our Christian family 5:19).  The church 
exists to glorify God: To him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, for ever and ever 3:21.  No matter how 
faithfully we worship when alone, we must also join with God’s people 
in order to live completely for the praise of his glory!  
 
PRAYERS                   
 
SONG OF RESPONSE        Blessed Be Your Name      

Verse 1 
Blessed be your name in the land that is plentiful 

Where your streams of abundance flow blessed be your name 
Blessed be your name when I’m found in the desert place 

Though I walk through the wilderness blessed be your name 
Pre-Chorus 

Every blessing you pour out I’ll turn back to praise 
And when the darkness closes in, Lord still I will say 

Chorus 
Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be your name 

Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be your glorious name 
(2nd time to Bridge) 

Verse 2 
Blessed be your name when the sun’s shining down on me 

When the world’s “all as it should be” blessed be your name 
Blessed be your name on the road marked with suffering 
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though there’s pain in the offering blessed be your name 
(Pre-Chorus, Chorus) 

Bridge 
You give and take away, You give and take away 

My heart will choose to say, Lord, blessed be your name 
(Repeat Bridge, back to Chorus) 

 
Life always has plenty of ups and downs. The difficulty in all of it is 
remembering the Lord. Remembering to praise his for His blessings. 
Remembering to trust Him through the difficult times and praise Him 
even if...  Some of the these beautiful "Even If" moments are found in 
these verses: 

• After all the tragedy in Job's life, Job says in Job 13:15 “Though 
He slay me, I will hope in Him. Nevertheless I will argue my ways 
before Him.” 

• When Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego are faced with going 
through the fire, they say in Daniel 3:17-18 “If it be so, our God 
whom we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace of blazing 
fire; and He will deliver us out of your hand, O king. But even if He 
does not, let it be known to you, O king, that we are not going to 
serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set 
up.” 

• After Habakkuk hears about the coming judgment on Israel, he 
says in Habakkuk 3:16-19 I heard and my inward parts trembled, 
at the sound my lips quivered. Decay enters my bones, and in my 
place I tremble. Because I must wait quietly for the day of distress, 
for the people to arise who will invade us. Though the fig tree 
should not blossom and there be no fruit on the vines, though the 
yield of the olive should fail and the fields produce no food, 
though the flock should be cut off from the fold and there be no 
cattle in the stalls, yet I will exult in the Lord, I will rejoice in the 
God of my salvation. The Lord God is my strength, and He has 
made my feet like hinds’ feet, and makes me walk on my high 
places. For the choir director, on my stringed instruments. 
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Blessed be Your Name in the land that is plentiful.  Where Your streams 
of abundance flows, blessed be Your name. 

• Deuteronomy 8:10 When you have eaten and are satisfied, you 
shall bless the Lord your God for the good land which He has 
given you. 

• Deuteronomy 26:10-11 Now behold, I have brought the first of the 
produce of the ground which You, O Lord have given me.’ And 
you shall set it down before the Lord your God, and worship 
before the Lord your God; and you and the Levite and the alien 
who is among you shall rejoice in all the good which the Lord your 
God has given you and your household.  

Blessed be Your Name when I'm found in this desert place.  Though I 
walk through the wilderness, blessed Be Your name. 

• Habakkuk 3:17-18 Though the fig tree should not blossom and 
there be no fruit on the vines, though the yield of the olive should 
fail and the fields produce no food, though the flock should be cut 
off from the fold and there be no cattle in the stalls, yet I will exult 
in the Lord, I will rejoice in the God of my salvation. 

Every blessing You pour out I'll turn back to praise. 

• Deuteronomy 8:17-18 Otherwise, you may say in your heart, ‘My 
power and the strength of my hand made me this wealth.’ But you 
shall remember the Lord your God, for it is He who is giving you 
power to make wealth, that He may confirm His covenant which 
He swore to your fathers, as it is this day.’ 

When the darkness closes in, Lord, still I will say... 

• Psalm 23:4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death, I fear no evil, for You are with me; Your rod and Your 
staff, they comfort me. 

Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be Your name. 

• Daniel 2:20 Daniel said, “Let the name of God be blessed forever 
and ever, for wisdom and power belong to Him.” 
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BLESSING                      
 
CLOSING MUSIC    Blessed Be Your Name (reprise)          


