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June 20, 2021 Worship Notes 
Ephesians 2 

 

WELCOME VIDEO 

 

PREPARATION MUSIC     One Word Created All That Is    

Text:  One Word created all that is, one breath gave life to all. One man, chosen, 
obedient, answered one sacred call: the call to father a People, one Nation serving 
God.  And from this nation came the One: the Savior of the World.  For it is grace 
that brought us here, and nothing we have done; God showed His love once and 
for all in Jesus Christ His Son.  Now let us use our gifts in faith, and be transformed 
by grace; that we may do God’s perfect will, to His eternal praise! 
 
In Hebrew scripture THE WORD was an agent of creation, the source of 
God’s message to his people through the prophets and God’s law, his 
standard of holiness.  In Greek philosophy, “the word” was the 
principle of reason that governed the world, or the thought still in the 
mind, while in Hebrew thought, THE WORD was another expression for 
God.  John’s description (John 1:14) shows clearly that he is speaking 
of Jesus—-a human being he knew and loved, but at the same time the 
Creator of the Universe, the ultimate revelation of God, the living 
picture of God’s holiness, the one who “holds all creation together”.  
To Jewish readers, to say this man Jesus “was God” was 
blasphemous.  To Greek readers, “the Word became human” was 
unthinkable.  To John, this new understanding of the Word was the 
Good News of Jesus Christ. 
 
Ephesians 6:23  So may God shower his peace upon you, my beloved 
friends. And may the blessings of faith and love fill your hearts from 
God the Father and from our Lord Jesus, the Messiah. 
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In Ephesians Paul highlights the supremacy of Jesus Christ, gives 
information on the nature of the church and on how church members 
should live and stresses the unity of all believers.  Home and church 
are difficult places to live the Christian life, because our real self comes 
through to those who know us well.  Close relationships between 
imperfect people can lead to trouble—-or to increased faith and 
deepened dependence on God.  We can build unity through willing 
submission to Christ’s leadership and humble service to one another.   
 
WELCOME AND PRAYER 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP   
 
We come to God today, the One who names each of us as a beloved 
child.  Here in these moments together, we recognize God dwelling in 
us.   God loves us with such great love. He is so rich in compassion and 
mercy. 
 
We come to Christ this day, the One whose love is the bedrock of our 
lives.  Here in this place of grace and glory, we worship the One who 
calls us to faith.  When we were dead and doomed in our many sins, 
God united us into the very life of Christ and saved us by his wonderful 
grace!   
 
We come to the Spirit this day, the One who calms our fears with peace 
and hope. Because we are united to Christ, we both have equal and 
direct access in the realm of the Holy Spirit to come before the Father! 
 
God is transforming each one of us into the Holy of Holies, his dwelling 
place, through the power of the Holy Spirit living in you! 
 
As God manifests his presence as Father, Son and Spirit and it is 
important when we worship to be sure we express our praise, 
thanksgiving and adoration to each person of the Godhead!  
 
 
HYMN OF GRACE 

1 God of grace and God of glory, on your people pour your power; 
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Crown your ancient church’s story, bring its bud to glorious flower. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage for the facing of this hour, 

for the facing of this hour. 
 

2 Lo! the hosts of evil round us scorn your Christ, assail his ways! 
Fears and doubts too long have bound us–free our hearts to work and 

praise. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage for the living of these days, 

for the living of these days. 
 

3 Heal your children’s warring madness, bend our pride to your 
control; 

shame our wanton, selfish gladness, rich in things and poor in soul. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage lest we miss your kingdom’s goal, 

lest we miss your kingdom’s goal. 
 

God offers us many graces surrouding us with his power and 
protection.  This hymn reminds us of some of these including:  he 
pours his power on us through the Holy Spirit,  he causes us to “bloom 
and flower”, he grants us wisdom and courage, he frees tu to work and 
praise, he cures our warring madness, he bends our pride to his 
control… 
 
PRAYER SONG   God of Grace     
     

God of grace, amazing wonder, irresistible and free, O the miracle of mercy, 
Jesus reaches down to me.  God of grace, I stand in wonder as my God 
restores my soul.  His own blood has paid my ransom, awesome cost to make 
me whole.  God of grace, who loved and knew me long before the world 
began; sent my Savior down from heaven, perfect God and perfect man.  God 
of grace, I trust in Jesus, I’m accepted as his own.  Ev’ry day his grace 
sustains me as I lean on Him alone.  Amazing grace!  How sweet the sound 
that saved a wretch like me!  I once was lost but now am found, was blind but 
now I see.  God of grace, I stand astounded, cleansed, forgiven and secure.  
All my fears are now confounded, and my hope is ever sure.  God of grace, 
now crowned in glory, where one day I’ll see your face, and forever I’ll adore 
you in your everlasting grace.  When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 
bright shining as the sun, we’ve no less day to sing God’s praise than when 
we’d first begun.  God of grace, now crowned in glory, where one day I’ll see 



 

4 

your face, and forever I’ll adore you in your everlasting grace.  Amazing 
grace! How sweet the sound.  Grace, grace, amazing grace.  
A Prayer:  While I was a sinner, lost and hopeless, without purpose or value, 
You saved me!  I did nothing to earn this salvation.  It was only by your power 
and for your pleasure that you saved me.  You crafted me into a new creation 
full of divine purpose and value.  I have been transformed from death to life, 
from hopelessness to purposefulness, from ashes to beauty and all by the 
power and prerogative of your grace.  What can I do in response but to thank 
you for living in me and to seek with all my heart to live in you?  
 
 

SCRIPTURE AND SERMON                          
Ephesians 2 
Paul writes that we do not need to live any longer under sin’s power.  
The penalty of sin and its power over us were miraculously destroyed 
by Christ on the cross.  Through faith in Christ we stand acquitted, or 
not guilty, before God.  God does not take us out of the world or make 
us robots—we will still feel like sinning, and sometimes we will sin.  The 
difference is that before we become Christians, we were dead in sin 
and were slaves to our sinful nature.  But now we are alive with Christ.  
We become Christians through God’s unmerited favor, not as the result 
of any effort, ability, intelligent choice, or act of service on our parts.  
While no action or work we do can help us obtain salvation, God’s 
intention is that our salvation will result in acts ofdservice.  We are not 
saved merely for our own benefit but to serve Christ and build up the 
church.  We are God’s masterpiece!  Our salvation is something only 
God can do.  It is his powerful, creative work in us.  If God considers 
us his masterpieces, we dare not treat ourselves or others with 
disrespect or as inferior work.   
 
SONG OF RESPONSE        Good, Good Father   

Oh, I've heard a thousand stories of what they think You're like 
But I've heard the tender whisper of love in the dead of night 
And You tell me that You're pleased and that I'm never alone 

 
You're a good, good Father 

It's who You are, it's who You are, it's who You are 
And I'm loved by You 

It's who I am, it's who I am, it's who I am 
 

Oh, and I've seen many searching for answers far and wide 
But I know we're all searching for answers only You provide 
'Cause You know just what we need before we say a word 
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You're a good, good Father 

It's who You are, it's who You are, it's who You are 
And I'm loved by You 

It's who I am, it's who I am, it's who I am 
 

Because You are perfect in all of Your ways 
You are perfect in all of Your ways 

You are perfect in all of Your ways to us 
You are perfect in all of Your ways 

Oh, You're perfect in all of Your ways 
You are perfect in all of Your ways to us 

 
Oh, it's love so undeniable 

I, I can hardly speak 
Peace so unexplainable 

I, I can hardly think 
As You call me deeper still 
As You call me deeper still 

Lord, You call me deeper still into love, love, love 
 

You're a good, good Father 
It's who You are, it's who You are, it's who You are 

And I'm loved by You 
It's who I am, it's who I am, it's who I am 

 
On this day when we celebrate fathers, these scriptures help us 
celebrate God the Father:   
 
Ephesians 2:18   
Now all of us may come to the Father through the same Holy Spirit 
because of what Christ has done for us.   
 
1 Corinthians 8:6 
Yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and 
for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all 
things and through whom we exist. 
 
Ephesians 4:6 
One God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 
James 1:17 
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Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down 
from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow 
due to change. 
 
Psalm 103:13 
As a father shows compassion to his children, so the Lord shows 
compassion to those who fear him. 

 
BLESSING                    
 
CLOSING          Lord Dismiss Us With Your Blessing     

Lord, dismiss us with your blessing; fill our hearts with joy and peace;  let us each, 
your love possessing, triumph in redeeming grace.  O refresh us, O refresh us, 
trav’ling through this wilderness.     
 
Paul ends his letter to Ephesians with this blessing (6:23-24):  May God 
give you peace, dear brothers and sisters, and love with faith, from God 
the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  May God’s grace be upon all who 
love our Lord Jesus Christ with an undying love.   


