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July 4, 2021 WORSHIP NOTES 
Ephesians 4 

 
WELCOME VIDEO              
 
PREPARATION MUSIC  Eternal Father, Strong to Save   

Eternal Father, strong to save, whose arm hath bound the restless wave, 
Who bidd'st the mighty ocean deep its own appointed limits keep, 

O hear us when we cry to thee for those in peril on the sea! 
 

O Christ, the Lord of hill and plain o’er which our traffic runs amain 
By mountain pass or valley low; wherever, Lord, thy children go, 
Protect them by the guarding hand from every peril on the land. 

 
O Spirit whom the Father sent to spread abroad the firmament; 

O Wind of heaven, by thy night save all who dare the eagle’s flight, 
And keep them by thy watch care from every peril in the air. 

 
Isaiah 43:2  When you pass through the waters, I will be with you.  (a 
prayer)  Lord, my Creator, my Redeemer, my Comforter and Friend, you 
do love me.  You called me by name and saved me.  To think that my 
name is in your mind and on your lips---it is mercy too deep to fathom.  
You have proclaimed from the heavens that I am yours, and that you 
are not ashamed to be mine.  You are my Rock, the anchor of my life.  
You never, ever, abandon me.  I will cling to you when the floods rise 
and the fires rage.  I will proclaim to the whole world that you are the 
only, the everlasting, the irrestible God who has redeemed me with 
your own life.   
 
ON-LINE WELCOME VIDEO                                              
                        
WELCOME and PRAYER             
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CALL TO WORSHIP             
• Lead a life worthy of the calling to which you are called: 

We cannot do this alone, 
so we gather as God's people. 

• Lead a life worthy of your calling, a life filled with service and 
meekness. 

We come to build up Christ's Body, 
in humility and gentleness, 

with patience and love. 
• Lead a life which reflects your calling, a life of peace grounded 

in the Spirit. 
We rejoice in our oneness in Christ; 

we would share the grace offered to us. 
• Live a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called. 

We gather as God's family 
at the Table prepared for us, 

waiting to be fed by the Bread of life. 
 

As we gather for worship, these words bring to mind themes Pastor 
Shawn has been discussing in the Ephesians series sermons and 
themes from today’s scripture in Chapter 4 (in my study bible titled: 
Walk Worthy of Your Calling).  We heard last week how important it is 
to be a part of the church with other Christians.  Today we learn there 
is “one body and one Spirit, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God 
and Father of all, who is above all, and through all and in you all.  We 
hear “ministry” defined as the work of God for the people of God (Eph 
4:12).  It is the work of serving others, using the gifts, resources, and 
power that God gives us.  Ministry belongs to everyone in the body of 
Christ.  All believers are “ministers.”  All have been gifted to carry out 
the work of God (Rom 12:4-8; 1 Cor 12).   
 
SONG OF GRATEFUL PRAISE    God of Our Fathers     
 

Congregation and Choir: 
1 God of the ages, whose almighty hand 
leads forth in beauty all the starry band 

of shining worlds in splendor through the skies, 
our grateful songs before thy throne arise. 
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Verse 2 and 3 Choir Only 
 

Congregation and Choir:  
4 Refresh thy people on their toilsome way; 

lead us from night to never-ending day; 
fill all our lives with love and grace divine, 
and glory, laud, and praise be ever thine. 

 
2 Chronicles 7:14 If my people, who are called by my name, will humble 
themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked 
ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal 
their land.   
 
A nation can receive God’s blessing only when God is recognized as 
ruler and Lord.  Christian people in every land have an awesome 
responsibility—to be models of God’s righteousness---“salt and light” 
for a sinful and hurting society.  The more strength of a nation rests 
upon the knees of God’s people.   
 
SCRIPTURE AND SERMON                            
Ephesians 4 (a few points from Chapter 4) 
 

• 4:1-6  We are all parts of one body and we have been given many 
gifts and abilities.  Unity does not just happen.  We have to work 
at it.  This unites us:  one body, one Spirit, one future, one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism, one God.   

 
• 4:1-2  God chose us to be Christ’s representatives on earth.  Paul 

challenges us to live worthy of the name (Christ’s one).  We 
should be humble, gentle, patient, understanding, peaceful. 

 
• 4:2  When we see faults in fellow believers, we should be patient 

and gentle.  Rather than dwelling on weaknesses we should pray 
for that person. 

 
• 4:3  Unity is one of the Holy Spirit’s important roles.  We must be 

willing to be led. 
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• 4:4  Each believer has God-given abilities that strengthen the 
whole body.   

• 4:6:  God is over us all—God is in us all. 
 

• 4:11 Our oneness in Christ does not destroy our individuality.  
The Holy Spirit has given each Christian special gifts for building 
up the church.   

 
• 4:12 God has given the church enormous responsibility---to make 

disciples in every nation (preaching, teaching, healing, nurturing, 
giving, administering, building, and other tasks).  As individuals 
we might give up.  As members of his body, some can do one 
task, some can do another.  Together we can obey him more fully 
than any of us could do alone.   

 
• 4:14-16  Christ is the Truth (John 14:6), the Holy Spirit is the Spirit 

of truth (John 16:13).   
 

• 4:15-16  If one individual stumbles, the rest of the group is there 
to pick him up and help him walk with his Lord again.   

 
• 4:17-24 Paul tells the Ephesians to leave behind the old life of sin 

as followers of Christ.  If we keep listening to God, we will be 
changing all the time.   

 
• 4:26-27  Paul tells us to deal with our anger immediately in a way 

that build relationships rather than destroying them.   
 

• 4:38-32  We can cause the Holy Spirit sorrow by the way we live 
(bad language, meanness, improper use of anger, quarrels, harsh 
words, bad attitudes.   

 
SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION AND PRAYERS        
 
SONG OF RESPONSE        The Lord’s Prayer         
Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And 
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lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil: for Thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen. 

• Our Father in heaven:  God is majestic, holy, personal and loving.  
This phrase is a statement of praise and a commitment to honor 
God’s holy name.   

• Thy Kingdom come:  a reference to God’s spiritual reign, 
announced in the covenant with Abraham, present in Christ’s 
reign in believers’ hearts, and will be complete when all evil is 
destroyed and he establishes the new heaven and earth.   

• Thy will be done:  a prayer that God’s perfect purpose will be 
accomplished in this world as well as in the next. 

• Give us this day our daily bread:  we acknowledge that God is our 
Sustainer and Provider and that we trust God daily to provide 
what he knows we need. 

• Forgive us our debts…:  When we don’t forgive others, we are 
denying our common ground as sinners in need of God’s 
forgiveness.  God’s forgiveness of sin is not the direct result of 
our forgiving others, but it is based on our realizing what 
forgiveness means (see Ephesians 4: 32).   

• Lead us not into temptation: God has promised that he won’t 
allow us to be tempted beyond our endurance (I Cor 10:13).   

BLESSING         
 
CLOSING MUSIC           America the Beautiful   
 

O beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain, 
For purple mountain majesties above the fruited plain! 

America! America! God shed His grace on thee, 
And crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea! 

 
Proverbs 14:34 Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a disgrace to any people.  
On this Fourth of July, the words of this hymn cause us to contemplate the wonders 
of our great nation.  The scenic beauties, the courage of the early settlers, the 
sacrifices of heroes in battle--all stir us to appreciation of our country’s heritage.  
This hymn also encourages us to pray for it.  Each stanza is completed with an 
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earnest plea for God’s grace, God’s healing, and his refining until we as a people 
achieve true brotherhood, law-abiding control, and nobility.   
 

SEE YOU IN WORSHIP JULY 4 
On-Site 9:30am 

On-Line 9:30am or anytime after 


