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July 11, 2021 WORSHIP NOTES 
Ephesians 5 

 
WELCOME VIDEO             On-Line     
 
PREPARATION MUSIC     I Will Sing of My Redeemer    Rodney Barbour 
 
I will sing of my Redeemer and his wondrous love to me; on the cruel cross he suffered 
from the curse to set me free.  Sing, O sing of my Redeemer, with his blood he purchased 
me, on the cross he sealed my pardon, paid the debt, and made me free.  I will sing of 
my Redeemer and his heavenly love for me; he from death to life hath brought me, Son 
of God, with him to be.  
 
Ephesians 5: 19-21 reads:  “…speaking to one another in psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord, 
giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, submitting to one another in the fear of God.”  
 
In verse 18 Paul taught believers to be controlled by the Spirit. How 
does this look? This verse offers three expressions.  First, Paul 
mentions "psalms and hymns and spiritual songs." This could include 
both reading passages of Scripture aloud, spoken poetry or the singing 
of music, whether in a small group or larger group of believers. Three 
types of songs are mentioned. Psalms refer to the Old Testament songs 
sung by Jews and shared among Christians. Hymns were likely more 
formal songs, meant to instruct, similar to the one quoted by Paul in 
verse 14. Spiritual songs may refer to more spontaneous, call and 
response music. These would be the equivalent to "contemporary" 
music, following cultural styles, yet focused on God-honoring lyrics. 
Paul notes all styles of music can be used to honor God as long as God 
is the focus. 
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Singing is only occasionally mentioned in the New Testament, but does 
play an important role in the early church. Paul and Silas sang hymns 
in prison (Acts 16:25). Paul wrote about singing to the Roman believers 
(Romans 15:9) to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 14:15), and to the 
Colossians (Colossian 3:16). James commanded believers to sing 
praise to God (James 5:13). Revelation notes expressions of singing 
(14:3; 15:3–4). Finally, Paul adds "making melody to the Lord with your 
heart."  Believers can both sing with the voice, and live with a "song" 
internally. God instills joy within those controlled by the Spirit. 

 
ON-LINE WELCOME VIDEO                                               
                        
WELCOME and PRAYER             
 
CALL TO WORSHIP       (spoken only)    
Shout hallelujah to Yahweh!  For God’s mighty miracles astound me!  His 
wonders are so delightfully mysterious, they leave all who seek them 
astonished.  Everything he does is full of splendor and beauty!  Each miracle 
demonstrates his eternal perfection. 
 
His unforgettable works of surpassing wonder reveal his grace and tender 
mercy.  He satisfies all who love and trust him, and he keeps every promise 
he makes. 
 
He reveals mighty power and marvels to his people by handing them nations 
as a gift.  All God accomplishes is flawless, faithful, and fair, and his every 
word proves trustworthy and true.  They are steadfast forever and ever, 
formed from truth and righteousness.  His forever-love paid a full ransom for 
his people so that now we’re free to come before Yahweh to worship his holy 
and awesome name—free to be imitators of God, focusing on his love 
demonstrated by Jesus Christ.   Everyone who follows his ways will never 
lack his living-understanding.  And the adoration of God will abide throughout 
eternity! 
 
These words are from Psalm 111.  This psalm focuses on the beauty 
and glory of God, celebrating God’s greatness and goodness and 
emphasizing both God’s covenant love (v 5 & 9) and commands (v 7).  
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The psalm culminates by asserting the powerful interrelationship 
between worship and wisdom (v 10), challenging any attempt to pursue 
practical advice for life apart from the worship of God.  In today’s 
verses from Ephesians 5, Paul teaches us to be imitators of God…and 
walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given himself for us.  Paul 
encourages us to: arise,…be filled with the Spirit…speaking to one 
another using hymns and scripture, sing and make melody, give 
thanks, and submit to one another…each an act of worship!  
 
SONG   Rejoice the Lord is King 
 
Philippians 4:4  Always be full of joy in the Lord;  I say it again, rejoice!  
Ultimate joy comes from Christ dwelling within us.  At Christ’s Second 
Coming we will fully realize this ultimate joy because he who dwells 
within us will fulfill his final purposes for us.  Paul teaches us an 
important lesson here.  Our inner attitudes do not have to reflect our 
outward circumstances.  Paul was full of joy because he knew that no 
matter what happened to him, Jesus Christ was with him.  It’s easy to 
get discouraged about unpleasant circumstances or to take 
unimportant events too seriously.  If you haven’t been joyful lately, you 
may not be looking at life from the right perspective.   
 
SCRIPTURE AND SERMON                            
Ephesians 5 
 
We are called to live for God and to be imitators of God (Eph 5:1), just 
as children follow after the patterns seen in their parents.  Here are 
some of the patterns that a godly lifestyle would include:  
 

• Living in love, which means giving of ourselves sacrificially for 
the benefit of others, just as Christ has done for us (5:2). 

 
• Forsaking selfish pursuits such as self-seeking, immorality and 

ruthless greed (5:3,5). 
 

• Replacing filthy talk, flippant chatter, and unkind jesting with 
communication rooted in thanksgiving to God and affirmation of 
others (5:4,20). 
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• Exercising discernment about what we are told so as not to be 
susceptible to trickery from others (5:6-7, 15). 

 
• Bowing out from situations where evil is the agenda (5:11-12). 

 
• Managing our time well (5:16). 

 
Perhaps you’ll want to develop your own list of Christlike patterns 
from this passage and others.  Consider asking a close believing 
friend to assess your progress  
 
PRAYERS                
 
SONG OF RESPONSE       Be Thou My Vision 
 

1.  Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart 
Naught be all else to me, save that thou art 
Thou my best thought, by day or by night 
Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light 

 
2.  Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word 

I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord 
Thou my great Father, and I thy true son 
Thou in me dwelling and I with thee one 

 
3.  High King of heaven, my victory won 

May I reach heaven's joys, O bright heaven's sun 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall 

Still be my vision, O ruler of all 
 

Where there is no vision, the people perish; but he that keepeth the 
law, happy is he (Prov 29:18).  Truly our visionary attitude throughout 
life is often the difference between success and mediocrity.  Vision is 
a true awareness of Christ in all of his fullness and enabling power.  
When we allow God to have first place in our lives, he becomes our 
treasure, we care no more for the pursuit of riches or “man’s empty 
praise.”  Today, following worship our “vision team” has an important 
meeting in which will come a plan for the direction and ministry of 
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Crestview for the upcoming years!  Spend some time in prayer for 
Crestview and for the discussion and work of this group of people 
that God’s presence and work in our church, community and world 
will be according to God’s plan, that we will look forward to becoming 
all God has in mind for us to become!   
 
BLESSING         
 
CLOSING MUSIC    All Creatures of Our God and King   
 
All creatures of our God and King lift up your voice and with us sing, Alleluia! Alleluia!  
Thou burning sun with golden beam, thou silver moon with softer gleam!  O praise Him! 
O praise Him! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Thou flowing water, pure and clear, Make music 
for thy Lord to hear, O praise Him! Alleluia! Thou fire so masterful and bright, that givest 
us both warmth and light.  O praise Him! O praise Him! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Psalm 145 says:  All you have made will praise you, O Lord, your saints 
will extol you.  This hymn has quite a list of many of the magnificent 
wonders of nature which reveal the majesty of God and glorify him.  
These words are penned by St. Francis who was a great lover of nature, 
seeing the hand of God in all creation, and urging all to respond with 
expressions of praise and alleluia.  Leave this morning’s worship, 
praising God continually for his many blessings and for the wonders 
of his creation!   


