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July 25, 2021, 9:30am 
 

 

WELCOME VIDEO             On-Line     
 

PREPARATION MUSIC   Blessed Jesus, at your word  Rodney Barbour 
 
Blessed Jesus, at your word we are gathered all to hear you. Let our hearts and souls be 
stirred now to seek and love and fear you. By your gospel pure and holy, teach us, Lord, 
to love you solely. All our knowledge, sense, and sight lie in deepest darkness shrouded, 
till your Spirit breaks our night with your beams of truth unclouded. You alone to God can 
win us; you must work all good within us. Glorious Lord, yourself impart; Light of Light, 
from God proceeding, open lips and ears and heart; help us by your Spirit's leading. Hear 
the cry your church now raises; Lord, accept our prayers and praises. 

The first scripture reference in this hymn is drawn from Cornelius’ 
statement to Peter that his household has assembled in order to hear 
what God has given Peter to say to them Acts 10:33---Now we are all 
here in the presence of God to listen to everything the Lord has 
commanded you to tell us.”   A prayer:  Lord, there are still millions of 
people, just like Cornelius, who are looking for you.  Use me to reach 
them.  Give me your vision and compassion for the lost.  Lead me to 
those who have ears to hear, and give me a voice to speak the message 
of hope and salvation in Jesus Christ.  Let me never withhold your 
blessing when it is within my power to give it.  
 
The second stanza adapts the imagery of the creation account in 
Genesis 1:1-3 as a description of the congregation awaiting 
enlightenment through Jesus’ word---“In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless and empty, 
darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was 
hovering over the waters. And God said, “Let there be light,” and there 
was light.”… A prayer:  At your command, God, light came to be.  Your 
Word is a lamp to our feet and a light to our path.  In our struggle to see 
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by your light, you have come as the Light of the World---Jesus, who 
turns even the darkness into light for us.  Let your light shine in our 
hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Christ!  

The third stanza relies on Jesus’ own self-description as the Light of 
the World (John 8:12)---  “When Jesus spoke again to the people, he 
said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life.”  A prayer:  Jesus, you are the 
light of the world!  God is light and you are the image of the invisible 
God, the radiance of his glory, the exact representation of his being.  In 
you there is no darkness at all.  You are the light for all people, the Sun 
of righteousness who alone illuminates the way to the Father.  You 
reveal the truth of God to us, penetrating the fog of our confusion, 
burning off the morning mist of doubt.  How radiant you are, O light of 
the world!  
 
WELCOME and PRAYER          
 
CHILDREN’S VBS MOMENT                 
                        
CALL TO WORSHIP       (spoken only)      
 
The word has come for us from God who is good to all.  His mercy is over all 
that he has made as he promises to shelter us under the wings of hope and 
grace. (Psalm 145) 

The word has come to us from Jesus who tells us: “I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.  Jesus, 
who encourages us to remember the good news we have received.  (John 14) 
 
The word flows to us from the Spirit: the helper promised by Jesus who 
indwells in his disciples-being God in us as we testify to the reality of the 
gospel to the ends of the earth; the Holy Spirit who reminds us to place our 
hope and trust in God. (Matthew 28).   
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These sentences come from scriptures which we will be reminded of in 
worship all which point to the “GOOD NEWS” which God offers to us 
through his Son Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit.   
 
What does this GOOD NEWS mean?   If we have been given new life, if 
we’ve been raised with Christ, then we are no longer sin’s slaves (Rom 
7:1–6; cf. 6:14; 8:2, 12). The gospel is good news for us because it gives 
us the freedom not to sin. In fact, it’s even better news than this. That 
same power that crushed death and the Devil—that power that raised 
Christ from the dead—is now at work in us through God’s energizing 
Spirit (Eph 1:19–21).  
 
If we have been given new life, if we’ve been raised with Christ, we can 
do what we were made to do. We are able to do those things that honor 
our creator or—to say the very same thing—that bring us absolute joy. 
It’s even better news than this, though. If we’ve been given new life, we 
will do what we were made to do. We’ll never be perfect—in this life—
but we will do those good works God planned for us in advance (Eph 
2:10). We won’t go on sinning in the same patterns and with the same 
frequency (1 John 3:9). We will love God, others and overcome the 
world (1 John 5:2–5). All this is possible because God lives in us 
guaranteeing and continually empowering our new life. 
 
SONG   From the Inside Out    
 

Verse 
A thousand times I’ve failed still your mercy remains 
And should I stumble again I’m caught in your grace 

 
Pre-Chorus 

Everlasting your light will shine when all else fades 
Never ending your glory goes beyond all fame 

 
Verse 2 

Your will above all else my purpose remains 
The art of losing myself in bringing you praise 
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(Pre-Chorus) 

 
Chorus 

In my heart and my soul Lord I give you control 
Consume me from the inside out Lord 

Let justice and praise become my embrace to love you from 
the inside out 

 
Chorus 2 

Everlasting your light will shine when all else fades 
Never ending your glory goes beyond all fame 
And the cry of my heart is to bring you praise 

From the inside out Lord my soul cries out 
 

 “A thousand times I’ve failed, Still Your mercy remains” 
 

Lamentations 3:21-23 This I recall to my mind, therefore have I hope.  
It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, because his 
compassions fail not. They are new every morning: great is thy 
faithfulness. 
 

 “And should I stumble again, Still I’m caught in Your grace“ 
 
Psalm 37:24 Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for the 
LORD upholds him with his hand. 
 
2 Corinthians 12:9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for 
you: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly 
therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ 
may rest upon me. 
 

 “Your light will shine when all else fades, Never-ending, Your 
glory goes beyond all fame” 

 
Isaiah 40:8 The grass withers, the flower fades: but the word of our 
God shall stand for ever. 
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Psalm 104:31 The glory of the LORD shall endure forever: the LORD 
shall rejoice in his works. 
 
1 Timothy 1:17 Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only 
wise God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Revelation 22:5 And there shall be no night there; and they need no 
candle, nor light of the sun; for the Lord God gives them light: and 
they shall reign for ever and ever. 
 

 “In my heart in my soul, Lord I give You control, Consume me 
from the inside out Lord” 

 
1 Corinthians 6:20 For you are bought with a price: therefore glorify 
God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s. 
 
SCRIPTURE AND SERMON                            
Has Everyone Heard Good News: the Good News About Jesus Christ?  
I Corinthians 15:1-2  teaches us:  Now, brothers and sisters, I want you 
to remember the Good News I told you. You received that Good News 
message, and you continue to base your life on it. 2 That Good News, 
the message you heard from me, is God’s way to save you. But you 
must continue believing it. If you don’t, you believed for nothing.   

  
PRAYERS                
 
SONG OF RESPONSE       Sweetly Broken        
 

Verse 1 
To the cross I look, to the cross I cling, 

Of its suffering I do drink, of its work I do sing. 
For on it my Savior both bruised and crushed 

Showed that God is love and God is just. 
 

Chorus 
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At the cross you beckon me 
You draw me gently to my knees and I am 

Lost for words, so lost in love 
I’m sweetly broken, wholly surrendered. 

 
Verse 2 

What a priceless gift, undeserved life 
Have I been given through Christ crucified? 

You’ve called me out of death; you’ve called me into life, 
And I was under your wrath; now through the cross I’m reconciled. 

 
Chorus 

Bridge 
In awe of the cross I must confess 

How wondrous your redeeming love and 
How great is your faithfulness. 

 
Psalm 51:17  My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit;  a broken and 
contrite heart you, God, will not despise.  In Isaiah 1:12,13 the Lord 
says, “Who wants your sacrifices when you have no sorrow for your 
sins?  You can never please God by outward actions---no matter how 
good---if your inward heart attitude is not right.  Gifts and sacrifices 
mean nothing to God when they come from a corrupt heart.  God 
wants us to remove sin from our lives first; after that, we may offer 
our “sacrifices” of time, money or energy.   
 
BLESSING         
 
CLOSING MUSIC      Sweetly Broken   
 


