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August 1, 2021 WORSHIP NOTES 
 

IT’S SUNDAY VIDEO          
 
PREPARATION MUSIC    Draw Me Close   
Draw me close to you, never let me go.  I lay it all down again to hear you 
say that I'm your friend.  You are my desire, no one else will do.   'Cause 
nothing else can take your place, to feel the warmth of your embrace. Help 
me find the way, bring me back to you.  You're all I want, you're all I've ever 
needed.  You're all I want.  Help me know you are near. 
 
Here are several scriptures discussing the Lord being near to all who 
call on him.  Read each one slowly audibly. Take time to reflect on the 
Lord being near and resting in his Presence.  
 
Psalm 145:18 The Lord is near to all who call on him, to all who call on 
him in truth. 
 
Psalm 73:28  But for me it is good to be near God; I have made the Lord 
God my refuge, that I may tell of all your works. 

Hebrews 10:22 Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of 
faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our 
bodies washed with pure water. 

Psalm 91:4 ESV He will cover you with his pinions, and under his wings 
you will find refuge; his faithfulness is a shield and buckler. 

2 Corinthians 5:16-21 From now on, therefore, we regard no one 
according to the flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ according 
to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new 
has come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to 
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himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God 
was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses 
against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 
Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal 
through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.  

WELCOME VIDEO        
       
WELCOME and PRAYER          
                        
CALL TO WORSHIP   (from Psalm 23 TPT)        
 
The Lord offers a resting place for us in his luxurious love.  His tracks 
take us to an oasis of peace near the quiet brook of bliss.  That’s where 
he restores and revives our lives. He opens before us the right path and 
leads us along in his footsteps of righteousness so that we can bring 
honor to his name.  God’s authority is our strength and our peace.  The 
comfort of his love takes away our fear.  He anoints us with the 
fragrance of his Holy Spirit; he gives us all we can drink of him until 
our cups overflow.  We need not fear the future as his goodness and 
tender love pursue us all the days of our lives.  We look forward to 
being in his glorious presence forever with him! 
 
This “Call” is based on Psalm 23.  Take time to read Psalm 23 aloud 
from a version of scripture you’ve never used before.  Read it again and 
stop after each line looking for a fresh word you’ve never heard before.   

The emphasis of verses 2-3a falls upon the rest which the Good 
Shepherd provides for his sheep. This seems to be the point of the key 
terms in each line. The expression “lie down” speaks of rest (cf. the 
use of the same term in Gen. 29:2; Isa. 17:2; Ezek. 34:15). Sheep do not 
graze lying down. From Ezekiel 34:15 we understand that the sheep 
would lie down to rest after having been fed. The adequate provision of 
lush pasture land, or “grassy meadows” and “quiet waters”--literally, 
“waters of rest,” to which the shepherd has led his sheep, causes them 
to lie down in rest. 
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The first line of verse 3, “He restores my soul,” continues this same 
thought of the rest which God provides for his sheep. Taken in its most 
literal and restricted sense, this expression conveys David’s thought 
that God “renews and sustains our lives.”   As David’s shepherd, God 
provides him with rest and restoration. He does this by supplying him 
with the necessary provisions of food and water, which sheep require. 
Rest is certainly related to the required physical provisions of food and 
water, but rest is also related to restoration. In order to be refreshed 
and renewed in spirit, rest is a prerequisite. 

Psalm 23 cannot be fully appreciated apart from the word of God 
spoken to Israel through the prophet Ezekiel. Against the backdrop of 
the false shepherds who had abused and oppressed God’s flock, God 
promised to return to His people as their shepherd and to give them 
rest: 

For thus says the Lord God, “Behold, I Myself will search for My sheep 
and seek them out. As a shepherd cares for his herd in the day when 
he is among his scattered sheep, so I will care for My sheep and will 
deliver them from all the places to which they were scattered on a 
cloudy and gloomy day. And I will bring them out from the peoples and 
gather them from the countries and bring them to their own land; and I 
will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the streams, and in all the 
inhabited places of the land. I will feed them in a good pasture, and their 
grazing ground will be on the mountain heights of Israel. There they 
will lie down in good grazing ground, and they will feed in rich pasture 
on the mountains of Israel. I will feed My flock and I will lead them to 
rest,” declares the Lord God (Ezek. 34:11-15). 

There is a spiritual meaning implied in Psalm 23:2-3a85 which presses 
beyond the literal meaning of physical nourishment and rest. This is 
strongly suggested by David’s use of the same expression “to restore 
the soul” in Psalm 19: “The law of the Lord is perfect, restoring the 
soul; the testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple” (Ps. 
19:7).  While a shepherd provides his sheep with food, rest, and 
restoration, God provides His sheep with His Word, which is the 
principle means of giving spiritual nourishment, rest, and restoration. 
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SONG    Word of God Speak     
 

Verse 1 
I'm finding myself at a loss for words 

And the funny thing is it's okay 
The last thing I need is to be heard 

But to hear what You would say 
 

Chorus 
Word of God speak 

Would You pour down like rain 
Washing my eyes to see Your majesty 

To be still and know that You're in this place 
Please let me stay and rest 

In Your holiness, Word of God speak 
 

Verse 2 
I'm finding myself in the midst of You 
Beyond the music, beyond the noise 

All that I need is to be with You 
And in the quiet hear Your voice 

 
(Repeat Chorus x2, Repeat Intro and 1st half of vs. 1) 

 
It can be okay to approach God with a loss for words.  It can be okay to 
bask in the Presence of God without saying anything, experiencing His 
life-giving majesty and holiness, to await His Word, quietly waiting to 
hear from God. 

In the first lines of this song, the singer is in a state of silence.  Chorus 
and verse two explain in more detail, however, verse 1 is reminiscent 
of John 3:30, that our words matter less and his matters more.  The 
singer’s only desire is to hear God’s voice (Psalm 95:7-8, John 10:27-
28, Hebrews 3:7-8, and Hebrews 3:15). 

The singer requests that God’s Word washes over him like rainfall 
(Ephesians 5:26).  The “washing my eyes” lyric is reminiscent of the 
man born blind, whose eyes were opened when Jesus created mud, 



5 

poured it over his eyes, and told him to wash it off (John 9:1-11).  It’s a 
physical reminder of our spiritual blindness, where the Word of God 
helps us see (2 Kings 6:17, Luke 24:31, John 3:3, John 9:39, Acts 26:12-
18, 2 Corinthians 3:12-18, 2 Corinthians 4:6, and Ephesians 1:18). 

The line:  to be still and know that He is God (Psalm 46:10),  it’s here 
that the singer makes the connection that the Word of God is a person, 
namely, Jesus (John 1:1 and John 1:14). 

The singer wants to enter God’s rest (Psalm 95:6-11, Matthew 11:28-30, 
Hebrews 3:1-16, and Hebrews 4:1-16). 

 
SCRIPTURE AND SERMON            
Unplugged!  
 
A PRAYER:  Lord Jesus, you are the vital Word of God.  Your judgment 
pierces every facade.  Nothing about me is hidden from you---neither 
thought nor action, neither fear nor fantasy.  Before you, I am 
completely exposed, and to you I must account for my life.  But, Son of 
God, you are also a great high priest who understands every one of my 
weaknesses.  You have been tempted even as I am tempted.  You know 
the lure of sin, even though you did not succumb to its power.  
Therefore I come before your throne, the throne of judgment now 
transformed to be the throne of grace.  Where once I would justly have 
received condemnation, now I receive forgiveness.  So I draw near to 
you, no longer cowering, but with confidence that I will receive mercy 
and find grace to help me in my time of need. As your help relieves 
some of my cares, allow me the freedom and strength to “pass it on” 
by helping others!   
                   
SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
 
PRAYERS                  
 
SONG OF RESPONSE     The Lord’s Prayer          

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And 
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lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil: for Thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen. 
 
BLESSING                     
 
CLOSING MUSIC My Faith Has Found a Resting Place   
 

My faith has found a resting place not in device nor creed 
I trust the Ever-living One his wounds for me shall plead 

Enough for me that Jesus saves this ends my fear and doubt 
A sinful soul I come to him he'll never cast me out 

I need no other argument I need no other plea 
It is enough that Jesus died and that he died for me. 

 
2 Timothy 1:12.  I know whom I have believed, and am convinced that 
he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him for that day.  Saving 
faith is much more than a commitment to a creed, church, or doctrinal 
system.  It must be a commitment to a person—Jesus Christ.  
Statements are important in defining or delineating truth, but they must 
never replace a personal relationship with “the Truth”.  We can get so 
caught up in statements, interpretations and arguments/traditions that 
we lose the sense of simple, child-like trust in Christ and his written 
Word.  This week express your love and commitment to Christ anew in 
simple child-like terms.  Pray that others may simply see his pure 
reflection in all of your daily activities.   
 

SEE YOU IN WORSHIP 
Sunday August 1, 2021 

9:30 On-Site 
9:30 or after On-Line 

 


