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August 15, 2021 
WORSHIP NOTES 

“Chasing the Wind: Experiencing God’s Clarity in a Confusing 
World”.  Ecclesiastes 1 

 
IT’S SUNDAY VIDEO              
 

PREPARATION MUSIC         Shout to the Lord    
My Jesus, my Savior, Lord there is none like you.  All of my days I want to praise the 
wonders of your mighty love.  My comfort, my shelter, Tower of refuge and strength.  Let 
every breath, all that I am never cease to worship you.  Shout to the Lord all the earth, let 
us sing power and majesty, praise to the King.  Mountains bow down and the seas will 
roar at the sound of your name.  I sing for joy at the work of your hands.  Forever I'll love 
you, forever I'll stand.  Nothing compares to the promise I have in you. 
 
My Jesus, my Savior, Lord there is none like you:  We are saved only 
through the name of Jesus, praising Him because He demonstrates His 
love for us, implicitly referring to the cross.  Christ is our consolance, 
hiding place, and recipient of our everlasting worship.  We join with all 
creation, praising the all-powerful ruler of creation, whose utterances 
cause summits to crumble and disturb the waters, invoked by the name 
of Jesus.  There is no suitable alternative to knowing God intimately. 
 
Let every breath, all that I am never cease to worship you:  Describes 
our desire to eternally praise God (Nehemiah 9:5, Psalm 30:12, Psalm 
52:9, Psalm 86:12, Psalm 89:1, Psalm 115:18, Psalm 145:1-2, Psalm 
145:21, and Revelation 5:9-13) because of His wonderful love for us, 
shown on the cross (John 3:16 and Romans 5:6-8). 
 
WELCOME TO WORSHIP VIDEO            
 
WELCOME and PRAYER             
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NEW MEMBERS   
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Forget the former things, do not dwell on the past.  See, I am doing a new 
thing!  Now it springs up, do you not perceive it?  I am making a way in the 
desert and streams in the wasteland.  Almighty God, apart from you there is 
nothing new.  There is no refreshment.  All things are meaningless.  We are 
discontented with what we have and dissatisfied with what we get.  We 
confess our appetites and our emptiness, our frailty and our futility, our 
faithlessness and our failures.  But your compassions never fail.  They are 
new every morning.  Open our eyes to see the new things you are doing 
today.  Help us to forget the former things and press on toward the goal so 
that we may live a new life and serve in the new way of the Spirit.   
 
A hundred years ago, faith in human reason and progress was probably 
at an all-time high.  Today, it is as low as ever.  There are growing 
doubts as to whether the world can ever solve its problems on its own.  
Ecclesiastes speaks to this condition.  It well expresses the profound 
disappointment that people feel when they realize that life should be 
better, but isn’t.  It’s about life in a fallen world.  Ecclesiastes says we 
can deny it, fight it, hide from it, even try to make sense of it.  But we 
can’t escape it.  The only meaningful response is to live in it one day at 
a time, fearing God and cherishing as best we can the “stuff” of which 
life is made---food, family, work.  These are gifts from God’s hand.  
 
SONG         Great is Thy Faithfulness       
 

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father 
There is no shadow of turning with Thee 

Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not 
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be. 

 
Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest 

Sun, moon and stars in their courses above 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 

To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love 
 

Beginning to end, my life in your hands, 
Great, great is your faithfulness. 
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You never let go, this one thing I know, 
Great, great is your faithfulness. 

 
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth 

Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow 

Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside. 
 

Beginning to end, my life in your hands, 
Great, great is your faithfulness. 

You never let go, this one thing I know, 
Great, great is your faithfulness. (repeat) 

 
Great is Thy faithfulness, great is Thy faithfulness 

Morning by morning new mercies I see 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided 
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me 

 
The theme from the Call to Worship continues:  the only meaningful 
response is to live in (our fallen world) one day at a time, fearing God 
and cherishing as best we can the “stuff” of which life is made---food, 
family, work.  These are gifts from God’s hand. Like the Israelites, who 
had to learn during their wilderness journey that God’s provision for 
them was on a morning by morning basis (they could not survive on 
old manna nor could it be stored for future use), we must learn (Lam. 
3:22,23) “the Lord’s compassions never fail—they are new every 
morning; great is His faithfulness!”  This anthem reminds us to live with 
a spirit of grateful praise:  “all I have needed thy hand hath provided—
great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me!”   
 
SCRIPTURE AND SERMON                          
“Chasing the Wind: Experiencing God’s Clarity in a Confusing World”. 
Ecclesiastes 1 
 
Life’s experiences are not always happy.  But the world tells us to 
demand happiness, do all we can to attain it, and make personal 
satisfaction our chief goal.  Solomon, writing about his own life, 
discovered that his wealth, power, position, wives, and 
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accomplishments did not make him happy.  Happiness is an elusive 
goal because people and circumstances change quickly.  True and 
lasting happiness, however, comes from pleasing God.  Thus, 
happiness cannot be achieved.  It can only be received through a right 
relationship with God, because only God knows what is really best for 
us.  If you are chasing after happiness you will never find it.  If you are 
seeking after God, you will find endless joy.  
 
PRAYERS                   
 
SONG   Lord of All Hopefulness        
 

Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, 
Whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could destroy; 

Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray, 
Your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day. 

 
Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, 

Whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe: 
Be there at our labors, and give us, we pray, 

Your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.   
 
Read Psalm 71: 5  For you, O Lord, are my hope, my trust, O Lord, from 
my youth. Psalm 71 is an individual prayer of remembrance and hope 
that reflects and shapes an experience of the stages of life.  The psalm 
includes sections that refer to birth and childhood (vv.1-8), old age 
(vv.9-16) and middle age (vv. 17-24).  All the stages of life are marked 
by covenant faithfulness; God is always faithful (vv.2, 15-16, 19, 24).   
 
BLESSING                      
 
CLOSING MUSIC Lord of All Hopefulness     

Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, 
Your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace: 

Be there at our homing, and give us, we pray, 
Your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day. 

 


