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August 22, 2021 Worship Notes 
 “Chasing the Wind: Experiencing God’s Clarity in a Confusing 

World”.  Ecclesiastes 2 
 
IT’S SUNDAY VIDEO              
 

PREPARATION MUSIC               
“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and salvation! 

Come, all who hear; now to his temple draw near, 
join me in glad adoration. 

 
Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee, 

Surely his goodness and mercy here daily attend thee. 
Ponder anew 

What the Almighty can do, 
if with his love he befriend thee. 

 
Psalm 67:3  Let the people praise you, O God; let all the people praise 
you.  Great expressions of praise to God through music have come 
from many different peoples of many different cultures, traditions and 
backgrounds.  God has used the talents of these folks to provide his 
church with songs of praise that his people might be known as people 
of praise and thanksgiving.  This hymn (a free paraphrase of Psalm 103) 
is from a German-Calvinist Reformed hymn writer (Joachim Neander) 
and the arrangment (after the opening chorale statement) is from a 
contemporary German Organist (Rodney notes:  the teacher of my 
teacher!).  Today, the “old chorale“ will be played on “new voices-the 
choral aahs“ and the contemporary arrangement played only on the 
“old PIPE ORGAN VOICES“ the way organs might have sounded in the 
17th-18th century.   
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP VIDEO            
 
WELCOME and PRAYER             
             
CALL TO WORSHIP 
As we come to worship today, we delight in what we have done:  our 
achievements, our victories, our possessions, our family…But we 
realize---what is it all worth apart from you, Holy God!  Unless the Lord 
builds the house, its builder labors in vain.  Unless you work through 
us, our labors will be empty.  Unless we abide in you, we can do nothing 
that matters.  Unless we do your bidding, our lives will never bear fruit 
that will last.  When we live by God’s grace and for his glory, then our 
toil will not be in vain.  This morning, help us, Lord, to devote our lives 
to both worship and doing your will, both which lead to treasures in 
heaven, treasures that will last for eternity.   
 
In these words you’ll notice Psalm 127:1 (Unless the Lord builds the 
house…).  Activities are futile unless God is with them.  A family without 
God can never experience the spiritual bond God brings to 
relationships.  A city without God will crumble from evil and corruption 
on the inside.  Leaving God out of your life will cause your life to be 
lived in vain.  Isaiah 65:19-23 inspires sentences—here we have a 
pictorial description of the new heaven and the new earth.  They are 
eternal and in them safety, peace, and plenty will be available to all.  
Matthew 6:19-21 (treasures in heaven)—in God’s hand are the untold 
riches of heaven and earth.  In his hand are the life of every creature 
and the breath of all mankind.  In his hand are the strength and power 
to exalt and give strength to all.  In his hand are our lives, times and all 
our ways.  All blessing, provision, protection, all comfort, all joy, all 
peace, all righteousness are in his hand.  And, we see a bit of John 15:5 
(I am the vine).  All “vines”—even those created for our good cannot 
compete with the Lord who is the true vine.  In him alone do we find our 
rightful place in the world.  Through his strength alone will our brief 
lives count for eternity.   
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SONG     “God of Grace and God of Glory”       
 

1 God of grace and God of glory, on your people pour your power; 
Crown your ancient church’s story, bring its bud to glorious flower. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage for the facing of this hour, 
for the facing of this hour. 

 
2 Lo! the hosts of evil round us scorn your Christ, assail his ways! 

Fears and doubts too long have bound us–free our hearts to work and 
praise. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage for the living of these days, 
for the living of these days. 

 
3 Heal your children’s warring madness, bend our pride to your 

control; 
shame our wanton, selfish gladness, rich in things and poor in soul. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage lest we miss your kingdom’s goal, 
lest we miss your kingdom’s goal. 

 
4 Save us from weak resignation to the evils we deplore; 

Let the gift of your salvation be our glory evermore. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, serving you whom we adore, 

serving you whom we adore. 
 

This hymn reminds us—building our foundation in God’s Word (rather 
than chasing the wind) gives us wisdom, courage, frees us from fears 
and doubts, heals our warring madness, bends our pride to God’s 
control, moves us to trusting spiritual blessings rather than things.  A 
Foundation in God’s word helps us to face the hour, to live our days, 
to move toward kingdom goals, to serve the Lord with gladness!  

 
 
SCRIPTURE AND SERMON                            
“Chasing the Wind: Experiencing God’s Clarity in a Confusing World”. 
Ecclesiastes 2. 
 
Solomon conducted his search for life’s meaning as an experiment.  He 
first tried pursuing pleasure.  He began grand public works programs, 
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bought slaves, had many wives, set his mind of complex matters, 
became extremely wealthy, organized musical groups and supported 
the arts.  But none of these gave him the satisfaction he was seeking.  
Some of the pleasure Solomon sought were wrong and some were 
worthy, but even the worthy pursuits were futile when he pursued them 
as an end in themselves.  We must look beyond our activities to the 
reasons we do them.  Is our goal in life to search for meaning, or to 
search for God who gives meaning?  
 
PRAYERS     
               
SONG     I Will Follow      

Intro---Chorus 
Where you go, I’ll go, where you stay, I’ll stay 

Where you move, I’ll move, I will follow 
 

Verse 1 
All Your ways are good all your ways are sure 

I will trust in you alone 
Higher than my sight, high above my life 

I will trust in you alone, in you alone 
 

Chorus 
Where you go, I’ll go, where you stay, I’ll stay 
Where you move, I’ll move, I will follow you 

Who you love, I’ll love, how you serve I’ll serve 
If this life I lose, I will follow you, I will follow you 

 
Verse 2 

Light unto the world, Light unto my life 
I will live for you alone 

You’re the one I seek knowing I will find 
All I need in you alone, in you alone 

 
Bridge 

In you there’s life everlasting, in you there’s freedom for my soul 
In you there’s joy, unending joy, and I will follow 
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Being a disciple, of following Jesus, is not about seeing our own 
agenda accomplished and our own dreams fulfilled. It is about seeing 
them crucified, and surrendering them to God's greater purposes 
instead.  Following Jesus  means that we lay down our own agendas 
and hopes and dreams, and faithfully obey day by day. It's a daily dying 
to self—the crucifying of our own self-centered desires so that we 
might more clearly reflect Christ to the people around us. In the end, 
it's not about bravado and bold statements. It's about simple, ongoing 
obedience to the words of our Lord. To say 'I will follow' is really not so 
different from saying 'Help me every hour to die to my own desires, 
Jesus, so that you can live more fully through me.'" 

BLESSING                      
 
CLOSING MUSIC         

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”, arr. J.G. Walther 
 

 Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him! 
All that has life and breath, come now with praises before him. 

Let the Amen sound from his people again; 
gladly forever adore him. 

 


