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September 5, 2021—WORSHIP NOTES 
GO AND TELL—Joshua 1:9 and Matthew 28:1-10 

             
IT’S SUNDAY VIDEO            
 

PREPARATION MUSIC    How Firm a Foundation      
How firm a foundation, you saints of the Lord, is laid for your faith in His excellent 
word.  What more can He say than to you He has said.  To you who for refuge to 
Jesus have fled?  When through the deep waters I call you to go, the rivers of sorrow 
shall not overflow.  For I will be with you, your troubles to bless and sanctify to you 
your deepest distress.   
 
Today’s scripture from Joshua 1 finds us with the Israelites at the river Jordan.  
God fulfills his promises to these people and to us today.  When we move through 
the “deep waters” of our lives in 2021, God IS WITH US to carry us through to the 
“other side”.    
 
WELCOME VIDEO        
WELCOME                  
                        
CALL TO WORSHIP         
Almighty God, as we worship today, you say to us:  Be strong and courageous.  You 
remind us that fear of anything or anyone but you is unfit for us.  You and you alone 
are to be feared and your Word is the compass that will guide us into the way of 
life.  We thank you for the courage we draw from your mighty presence and for the 
wisdom and direction your Word provides.  Apart from you we can do nothing, but 
we can do everything through Christ who gives us strength.   
 
Therefore with all our minds, faith firm, courage undaunted, love thorough, let us 
be ready for whatever you will: faithfully keeping your commandments, having 



 

2 

innocence in simplicity, peaceableness in love, modesty in lowliness, diligence in 
ministering, mercifulness in helping the poor, firmness in standing for truth, and 
sternness in keeping of discipline, all this as we worship you today!  
 
Prayer:  Thank you Lord, that you are always moving forward—never static, 
always dynamic.  You are the constant One.  Your servants come and go, but you 
are always with us.  We praise you that even for us today your awesome promise 
holds true.  “As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor 
forsake you”.   So be bold, be strong for the Lord your God is with you.  Do not be 
afraid, do not be dismayed, walk in faith and victory for the Lord your God is with 
you.  
 
SONG          AMAZING GRACE (My Chains Are Gone)                 

Verse 1 
Amazing grace how sweet the sound 

That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I’m found 

Was blind but now I see 
Chorus 

My chains are gone, I’ve been set free. 
My God, My Savior has ransomed me. 

And like a flood his mercy reigns. 
Unending love, amazing grace 

Verse 2, 3 
‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

And grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear, 

The hour I first believed! 
The Lord has promised good to me, 

His word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be, 

As long as life endures 
Chorus 

My chains are gone, I’ve been set free. 
My God, My Savior has ransomed me. 

And like a flood his mercy reigns. 
Unending love, amazing grace 
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Verse 4 
The earth shall soon dissolve like snow, 

The sun forbear to shine; 
But God, who called me here below, 

Will be forever mine. 
(Will be forever mine) 
(You are forever mine) 

 
God sent Jesus to proclaim freedom to all prisoners and to release captives from 
oppression (Luke 4:18). For those under the dominion of darkness, He will bring 
them out of darkness into His marvelous light. Remember when Paul and Silas 
were bound in prison for preaching the gospel of Jesus? In the midnight hour 
amidst their praise and worship, an earthquake shook the foundation of the 
prison. The doors to the cells flew open and the chains that held the prisoners fell 
off. Jesus came for this very purpose. 

God wants to set you free from the chains that bind you. He desires for you to be 
free so that you can concentrate on carrying out His ultimate plan for your life 
(Jeremiah 29:11). Whatever you’re going through, God has already provided for 
it. God wants to loosen the ties that bind you to loneliness or make you feel 
disconnected from everyone and everything. He wants to take away your sense 
of isolation. He will bring you out. Jesus will release you from the clutches of 
death and replace your dread and loneliness with the oil of gladness.  
 
SCRIPTURE AND SERMON                     
Joshua 1:9 and Matthew 28:1-10  GO and TELL 
                   
Was Joshua hard of hearing?  The Lord reminded him three times to be “strong 
and courageous”!  The Hebrew word for “strong” refers to “sound legs,” while 
the one for “courage” refers to “having a secure grasp.”  The point is clear:  God 
was telling Joshua that his success as a leader depended on whether he could 
stand strong and hold on tightly!  Joshua had already experienced situations in 
which he was forced to take a strong stand in the face of opposition.  For instance, 
when the Israelites were poised to enter Canaan 40 years earlier, Joshua had 
been one of only two men who insisted that the nation should move forward 
under God’s power (Num. 13:1-14:45).  What was Joshua to keep a “secure grasp” 
on?  God’s plans, purposes, and values as found in the “Book of the Law” (Josh. 
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1:8).  Joshua’s example urges believers to consider:  What do we stand for—and 
on?  What are we holding onto with a secure grasp?  
 
SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
PRAYERS                     
SONG OF RESPONSE       The Lord’s Prayer      

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever, Amen. 
 
BLESSING                           
CLOSING MUSIC            Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing      
 

Come Thou fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing Thy grace 
Streams of mercy never ceasing call for songs of loudest praise 

Teach me some melodious sonnet sung by flaming tongues above 
Praise the mount, I'm fixed upon it mount of Thy redeeming love. 

 
Oh, to grace how great a debtor daily I'm constrained to be 

Let Thy goodness like a fetter bind my wandering heart to Thee 
Prone to wander, Lord I feel it prone to leave the God I love 

Here's my heart, oh take and seal it seal it for Thy courts above. 
 
Isaiah 25:1  O Lord, you are my God: I will exalt you and praise your name, for in 
perfect faithfulness you have done marvelous things, things planned long ago.   
Our strength to do God’s work comes from trusting him.  His promises reassure 
us of his love and that he will be there to guide us in the decisions and struggles 
we face.   
 

See you in Worship this Sunday! 
9:30 On-Site 

9:30 (or after) On-Line 


