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October 17, 2021 
Worship Notes 

Profiles in Faithfulness:  Stephen 
Shawn Barkley 

 
IT’S SUNDAY VIDEO          
 

PREPARATION MUSIC     O God, Beyond All Praising      
O God beyond all praising, we worship you today 

and sing the love amazing that songs cannot repay; 
for we can only wonder at ev’ry gift you send, 

at blessings without number and mercies without end: 
we lift our hearts before you and wait upon your word, 

we honor and adore you, our great and mighty Lord. 
 

Read Psalm 116--a Psalm of grateful worship.  If God has recently an-
swered one of your prayers, you might consider praying this psalm back 
to Him as a way of expressing thanks.  This Psalm is one individual’s 
song of heartfelt gratitude for God’s personal provision for his needs.  
Here are a few verses:  “I love the Lord, because he has heard my voice 
and my supplications.  He has inclined his ear to me, I will call upon him 
as long as I live.  O Lord, truly I am your servant.  I am your servant, the 
son of your maidservant.  You have loosed my bonds.  I will offer to you 
the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and will call upon the name of the Lord…” 
      
WELCOME VIDEO             
    
WELCOME AND PRAYERS         
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                                                             
Lord, we come to worship you this morning.  We ask you to remove our 
sinful nature with its passions and desires and to breathe the life of 
Christ into our dry bones.  To fill us with the presence of your Holy 
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Spirit, that Jesus Christ will be the breath in our lungs, the music in our 
souls, our peace, our joy, our only hope of glory.  Make every thought 
captive and obedient unto you.  Cast aside everything that hinders and 
the sin that so easily entangles.  Even that which has been to our profit 
on this earth, may we now consider a loss compared to the surpassing 
greatness of knowing you.  Let our hearts be the realms of your peace 
and the residence of your Word.  Help us to become what we already 
are in your eyes, clean, holy, beautiful—a reflection of your glory and 
grace.   
 
Stephen is described in scripture:  Acts 6: 5—a man full of faith and the 
Holy Spirit..Acts 6:8 Stephen—full of faith and power did great wonders 
among the people..Acts 6:10 (spoke) with wisdom and the Spirit..Acts 
7: 55...full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of 
God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God.  This Call to Worship 
is both a prayer of confession (remove our sinful nature) and an 
impassioned prayer (fill us with the presence of your Holy Spirit) so that 
we may be cleansed and empowered to worship God as clean, holy 
people-reflecting God’s glory and grace.  
 
SONG     From the Rising to the Setting of the Sun    
  
From the rising to the setting of the sun we will sing your praise and join 
our hearts as one.  We stand to bless your holy name, we lift our hands, 
your praise proclaim form the rising to the setting of the sun.  With the 
rising of the sun, most Holy Lord, we will sing to you our morning song of 
praise.  For comfort through the dark of night, your presence in the 
morning light, for hope renewed and wrongs made right, we praise you, 
Lord.  We praise you Lord, we praise you Lord, from the rising to the setting 
of the sun.  We thank you, Lord, we thank you, Lord, from the rising to the 
setting of the sun.  With the setting of the sun, most holy Lord, we will sing 
to you our evensong of praise for health and strength throughout the day, 
your guiding hand along the way, for hearing us each time we pray, we 
thank you, Lord.  From the rising to the setting of the sun we sing your 
praise. 
  
Psalm 113 praises the Lord for helping the poor and powerless (which 
Israelites had been as Egyptian slaves).  Here is Psalm 113 in The Passion 
Translation:   

1 Hallelujah! Praise the Lord! 
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Go ahead, praise the Lord, all you loving servants of God! 
Keep it up! Praise him some more! 

2 For the glorious name of the Lord is blessed forever and ever. 
3 From sunrise-brilliance to sunset-beauty, 

lift up his praise from dawn to dusk! 
4 For he rules on high over the nations 

with a glory that outshines even the heavens. 
5 No one can be compared to God, enthroned on high! 
6 He stoops down to look upon the sky and the earth. 

7 He promotes the poor, picking them up from the dirt, 
and rescues the needy from the garbage dump. 
8 He turns paupers into princes and seats them 

on their royal thrones of honor. 
9 God’s grace provides for the barren ones a joyful home with children 

so that even childless couples find a family. 
He makes them happy parents surrounded by their pride and joy. 

That’s the God we praise, so give it all to him! 
 

SCRIPTURE AND SERMON                    
Profiles in Faithfulness—Acts 6&7—Stephen 
An important prerequisite for any kind of Christian service is to be filled 
with the Holy Spirit.  By the Spirit’s power, Stephen was a good admin-
istrator, miracle worker and evangelist.  By the Spirit’s power, you can 
exercise the gifts God has given you.   
        
PRAYERS                            
 
SONG OF RESPONSE                               

1 Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 

most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise. 

 
2 Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 

nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 
thy justice like mountains high soaring above 

thy clouds, which are fountains of goodness and love. 
 

3 To all life thou givest, to both great and small; 
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In all life thou livest, the true life of all; 
We blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, 

and wither and perish– but naught changeth thee. 
 

4 Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, 
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 
All praise we would render; O help us to see 
’tis only the splendor of light hideth thee. 

 
1 Timothy 1:17  Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only 
God, be honor and glory forever and ever.  Amen!    
 
Several references in scripture to God’s light reflected in faces. 
 
Moses—Exodus 34: 34-35   Whenever Moses went in before the Lord to 
speak with him, he would remove the veil, until he came out. And when 
he came out and told the people of Israel what he was commanded, the 
people of Israel would see the face of Moses, that the skin of Moses' face 
was shining 
 
Jesus—Matthew 17:1-2  And he was transfigured before them, and his 
face shone like the sun, and his garments became white as light".  
 
Stephen -–Acts 6:15  At this point everyone in the Council chambers saw 
Stephen’s face become as radiant as an angel’s. 
 
2 Corinthians 3:18  “But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass 
the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to 
glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” Does your face shine? Does it, 
like the face of Moses, reflect the glory of the LORD God? But, does it 
diminish as did the face of Moses after he had talked to the LORD and 
shared the words of the LORD with the people, or is it growing in bright-
ness? Are you reflecting more and more of the Lord’s glory every day? 
 

The closer we draw to our Savior, the more the Spirit is able to trans-
form us into the image of Christ. And, of course, that sanctifying work 
will finally be completed in us when we are raised up on the last day in 
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a perfect and glorified body like our Lord Jesus (cf. Romans 8:28-30; 1 
John 3:1-3; 1 Corinthians 15:49ff.; Philippians 3:20-21). 

Prayer:  Lord Jesus, as we see you through your Word and behold your 
glory, change us more and more into your image until that day when we 
are changed and raised up without sin to be like you. We ask this for 
the sake of the redemption you accomplished for all when you suffered 
and died upon the cross and rose again. Amen. 

BLESSING                     
 
CLOSING MUSIC         Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 

SEE YOU IN WORSHIP 
9:30 on-site 

9:30 (or following) on-line 


