
 

1 

                                  

October 24, 2021 
Profiles in Faithfulness:  Esther 

Shawn Barkley 
Flowers given by:   

Sue & Steve Grendel in Honor of 32nd Wedding Anniversary 
 

IT’S SUNDAY VIDEO              
 

PREPARATION MUSIC            Come, Thou Fount   
Come, thou fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace; Streams of 
mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise.  Teach me some melodious 
sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above; Praise his name--I’m fixed upon it--name 
of God's redeeming love. 
 
Here I raise my Ebenezer, hither by thy help I’ve come; and I hope, by thy good 
pleasure, safely to arrive at home.  Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering 
from the fold of God; He, to rescue me from danger, bought me with his precious 
blood. 
 
Today Crestview celebrates 60 years of ministry.  In Isaiah 25:1 we read 
“O Lord, you are my God: I will exalt you and praise your name, for in 
perfect faithfulness you have done marvelous things, things planned 
long ago.” Throughout the 60 years, the Lord has done and planned 
marvelous things through the faithful at Crestview.  Today, through 
“Memorial Stones”, including displays in the narthex, words from 
founding pastor Dr. Richard Doerbaum, we remember, we celebrate, 
and we give thanks to God for his faithfulness to this congregation, and 
his faithfulness to others through this congregation.  The text of this 
preparation music helps us to remember and to worship.   
 
WELCOME VIDEO             
    
WELCOME AND PRAYERS              
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CALL TO WORSHIP                                                             
God welcomes us to worship on this day of new hopes and fresh opportuni-
ties!  We leave behind our fears and doubts and offer our prayers to God 
who calls us each by name and welcomes us as Christ welcomes the chil-
dren.  God, watches over us and takes care of us.  When the world seems 
frightening, God calms us, and assures us that he will never abandon us. 
And in doing this, God empowers us to speak out for justice, to act on 
behalf of others, and helps us make this world a better place.  As we wor-
ship God today, we celebrate his presence with us and offer him the glory 
due his name.   
 
The book of Esther reminds us that, although we may not always see it, 
God is at work in the lives of his people.  God can use seemingly ordinary 
events to accomplish extraordinary things.   
 
 
SONG      Great Are You Lord                

Verse 1 
You give life, You are love 

You bring light to the darkness 
You give hope, You restore 
Every heart that is broken 

Great are You, Lord 
Chorus 

It's Your breath in our lungs 
So we pour out our praise, we pour out our praise 

It's Your breath in our lungs 
So we pour out our praise to You only 

Verse 1 
You give life, You are love 

You bring light to the darkness 
You give hope, You restore 
Every heart that is broken 

Great are You, Lord 
Chorus 

It's Your breath in our lungs 
So we pour out our praise, we pour out our praise 

It's Your breath in our lungs 
So we pour out our praise to You only 

Bridge 
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All the earth will shout Your praise 
Our hearts will cry, these bones will sing 

Great are You, Lord (repeat three times) 
Chorus 

It's Your breath in our lungs 
So we pour out our praise, we pour out our praise 

It's Your breath in our lungs 
So we pour out our praise to You only (repeat one time) 

 
Here are some points to consider when singing this song.    
 
Theologically Sound 
Though the lyrics are relatively few compared to many current worship 
songs, this worship song is permeated with the truths, hope, and 
comforts of God’s word. Each phrase has a biblical reference, and some 
phrases have more than one. The following is a sample list of scriptures 
where the truths of Great Are You Lord may be found; Deuteronomy 
30:3–6, 1 Chronicles 16:25, Lamentations 2:18, Ezekiel 37:1–14, Isaiah 
42:5, Jeremiah 10:6, Psalm 51:8–17, Psalm 66:4, Psalm 119:171, Psalm 
145:3, Psalm 150:6, John 1:4–9, Ephesians 2:6, and 1 John 4:8.Take 
time to look up and read each scripture.  There is no better way to give 
God all glory than to use His inspired word to praise Him. Romans 11:36 
says, “For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him 
be glory forever. Amen.” God gives us what we need to praise Him!  
Look at the line in the chorus, “It’s Your breath in our lungs, so we pour 
out our praise!”, with scripture references Isaiah 42:5 and Psalm 150:6. 
God gives us breath to praise, hearts to engage, and hands to raise for 
His glory! Sscriptural references give solid foundation on which to build 
truth. Without truth there is no worship (John 4:24). 
 
God Focused 
God is the subject of this song, the audience of its singers, as well as 
the intended recipient of its praise. God’s word tells us that He is to be 
the subject of our praise. The Old Testament passage Psalm 115:1 says, 
“We don’t deserve praise! The Lord alone deserves all of the praise, 
because of his love and faithfulness.” The New Testament passage 
Revelation 4:11 says, “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive 
glory and honor and power, you created all things, by your will they 
existed and were created.” 
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Song of the Church 
Great Are You Lord is a prayer song, sung to God, but not from the 
perspective of the individual singer, but from the church as a whole. 
When singing this song, the church is glorifying God like the early church 
as recorded in Acts 2:47, and as the Apostle Paul instructed to the 
churches in Ephesians 5:18–19 and Colossians 3:16. 
 
SCRIPTURE AND SERMON                    
Profiles in Faithfulness—Esther 
For Christian readers, Esther presents the puzzle of God’s invisibility.  
The book never mentions God directly.  Even the celebration of Purim, 
as described in chapter 9, does not explicitly credit the Lord for Jew-
ish deliverance.  Of course we can easily see God’s hidden hand be-
hind the “coincidences” of Esther.  When Mordecai asks Esther, “And 
who knows but that you have come to royal position for such a time as 
this?” (4:14), we understand that God has been directing the affairs, 
not only of Esther, but of the Persian empire as well. 
 
Yet the inclusion of Esther in the canon of Scripture challenges us to 
worship a God whose presence is not always evident.  At times we see 
God’s hand plainly and hear his voice clearly.  At times we do not.  
Nevertheless, God continues to be at work whether or not we sense 
his activity.  We worship God, not simply when we experience him im-
mediately, but because of who he is and of what he has done in his-
tory as well as in our lives.  Even when we are not feeling God’s pres-
ence, we worship him because he deserves it.  As his creatures, we 
are most fully alive when we serve our main task in life, which is to 
“glorify God and enjoy him forever.” 
      
PRAYERS                         
 
SONG OF RESPONSE      You Are Worthy of My Praise      

VERSE 1 
I will worship   (I will worship) 

With all of my heart (with all of my heart) 
I will praise you  (I will praise you) 

With all of my strength   (all my strength) 
I will seek you (I will seek you) 
All of my days (all of my days) 
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I will follow (I will follow) 
All of your ways (all your ways) 

 
CHORUS 

I will give you all my worship, I will give you all my praise 
You alone I long to worship, you alone are worthy of my praise 

 
VERSE 2 

I will bow down  (I will bow down) 
Hail You as King  (Hail you as King) 
I will serve you   (I will serve you) 

Give You everything   (Give you everything) 
I will lift up  (I will lift up) 

My eyes to your throne   (My eyes to your throne) 
I will trust you   (I will trust you) 

I will trust you alone   (I will trust you alone) 
 

CHORUS 
I will give you all my worship, I will give you all my praise 

You alone I long to worship, you alone are worthy of my praise 
 
Psalm 145 I will exalt you, my God the King; I will praise your name 
for ever and ever. Every day I will praise you and extol your name for 
ever and ever. Great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; his 
greatness no one can fathom. One generation will commend your 
works to another; they will tell of your mighty acts.  As we celebrate 
Crestview’s 60th Anniversary, Psalm 145 could be titled “The Legacy of 
Praise”.  As we ask the question “what are you communicating to your 
children and grandchildren concerning the Lord and his ways”  Psalm 
145 encourages older generations to pass down a legacy of praise, sto-
ries, history, scripture reading, prayer and other acts of worship of 
the Lord, to our children.   
 
WORDS TO THE CONGREGATION         
 
BLESSING                     
 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 


