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October 31, 2021 
Worship Notes 

“To the Glory of God” 
Rodney Barbour 

 
IT’S SUNDAY VIDEO          
 
PREPARATION MUSIC   Blessed Jesus, at your word    

Blessed Jesus, at your word 
we are gathered all to hear you. 

Let our hearts and souls be stirred 
now to seek and love and fear you. 

By your gospel pure and holy, 
teach us, Lord, to love you solely. 

 
All our knowledge, sense, and sight 
lie in deepest darkness shrouded, 

till your Spirit breaks our night 
with your beams of truth unclouded. 

You alone to God can win us; 
you must work all good within us. 

 
Jesus is the “Word”.  John 1 says:  In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word was God.   
 
This welcoming hymn from 1663 reminds us Jesus “The Word” calls us 
together in worship today.  Charles Wesley wrote words inviting the 
Holy Spirit, (Jesus promises the Holy Spirit in John 14:15-17 “If you 
love me, keep my commands.  And I will ask the Father, and he will 
give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever— the 
Spirit of truth. …you know him, for he lives with you and will be in 
you.) to be present in our worship today:  “Come, Divine Interpreter, 
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bring me eyes thy book to read, ears the mystic words to hear, words 
which did from thee proceed, words that endless bliss impart, kept in 
an obedient heart.  All who read, or hear, are blessed, if thy plain com-
mands we do; of thy kingdom here possessed, thee we shall in glory 
view when thou commest on earth to abide, reign triumphant at thy 
side.  

WELCOME VIDEO        
 
WELCOME                         
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  (adapted from Psalm 86:8-10)                                 
(Our worship today prompts us to consider, celebrate and praise God 
for his Glory!  Hear these words)---There is none like you, O Lord, nor 
are there any works like yours. All the nations you have made shall 
come and bow down before you, O Lord, and shall glorify your name.  
For you are great and do wondrous things, you alone are God. 
 
How great and gracious you are to give us ways to participate in your 
glory.  Your glory calls us when we stray from you and fills us when we 
look to you.  You fill our lives with choices---how will we glorify you 
today?  What means will we choose tomorrow?  You make it easy for us 
to offer our praise!  To live for your glory is pure joy.  May you, O God, 
and each of us, be filled with joy as we worship you today!  
 
Read Psalm 86: 11-13 (Living Bible)  Tell me where you want me to go 
and I will go there.  May every fiber of my being unite in reverence to 
your name.  With all my heart I will praise you.  I will give glory to your 
name forever, for you love me so much!  You are constantly so kind!  
You have rescued me from deepest hell.  Wholehearted reverence 
means appreciating God and honoring him in all areas of life.  We need 
to show our loyalty to him in every part of our lives, not just in going to 
church.  If we reverence God with our whole heart, then our work, re-
lationships, use of money, and desires will be in keeping with his will!  
 
SONG      Lord, I Believe in You             
Lord, I believe in you, Lord, I believe in you, Lord, I believe in you, you 
are the one.  Lord, I believe in you, Lord, I believe in you, Lord, I believe 
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in you, you are the one.  Oh hallelujah, oh, hallelujah, oh hallelujah, oh, 
praise the Lord!  Lord, I believe in you, Lord, I believe in you, Lord, I 
believe in you, you are the one.  You are the one who came from 
heaven, you are the one who came to save: You are the one who rose 
victorious, rose victorious o’er the grave. Oh, Lord, I believe in you, 
Lord, I believe in you, Lord, I believe in you, you are the one.  Lord, I 
believe in you, Lord, I believe in you, Lord, I believe in you, you are the 
one.  Oh, hallelujah, oh, hallelujah, oh, hallelujah, oh, praise the Lord!  
Oh, yes, I believe in you, yes, I believe in you, Lord, at last, I do believe!   
 
Today, the Vocal Ensemble will help us “get warmed up“ singing this 
vocal creed, to lead into the entire congegation sharin“g the Apostles 
Creed.  Creeds, or Affirmations of Faith, help us declare the Christian 
faith. They affirm our unity in Christ with those followers who first 
wrote them, the many generations who have recited them before us, 
and those who will recite them after we have gone. 
 
RESPONSE:        The Apostles Creed      
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell. 

The third day He rose from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 

and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen.  
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Written about 300 years after the birth of Christ, the Apostles’ Creed 
summarizes foundational Christian beliefs. It has been used both as a 
statement of faith and in worship by many denominations---a statement 
of what believers in all times and places profess.    We recite this historic 
statement of faith as:  
 

 An expression of the unity in the church across time and space. 
 A witness to our individual participation in something greater than 

ourselves 
 A summary of the gospel to amplify the portion of the the gospel 

preached in a particular service. 
 A recollection of our baptism and of the faith into which we have 

been baptized. 
 An expression of the common faith of the church, whose unity we 

affirm at the Lord’s supper.  
 
SONG OF RESPONSE  The Gloria Patri        

Glory be to the Father, 
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end.  Amen, Amen. 
 

This is a short hymn of praise to God the Father, God the Son and God 
the Holy Spirit (the Holy Trinity).  Psalm 31 says:  But I trust in you, O 
Lord;  I say, “You are my God”  My times are in your hands, deliver me 
from my enemies and from those who pursue me.  Let your face shine 
on your servant; save me in your unfailing love.   
 
SCRIPTURE AND SERMON                    
To the Glory of God     
I Corinthians 10:31 “so whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, 
do it all for the glory of God”.  It is not only prayer and worship that 
give God glory, but also work!  Sawing a beam, whitewashing a wall, 
driving a truck, sweeping, scouring, everything gives God glory if, being 
in his grace, you do it in response to God’s presence in your life.   To go 
to Communion worthily gives God great glory, but to eat meals in than-
fulness and temperance gives him glory too!  To lift up hands in prayer 
gives God glory, but a person lifting hands to clean a restroom gives him 
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glory too!  God is so great that all things give him glory if one means 
they should!   
 
SONG OF PRAISE  Toccata and Fugue in D Minor  
Many recognize this piece of music as accompaniment to spooky Hallow-
een scenes this time of year (as a result of cultural de-sensitization).  
Today, we’ll look at the Christian symbolism present in this music, and 
celebrate Bach being in touch with his craft and what he gifted to do at 
the highest level, much like Paul’s words to the Corinthians:  (I Cor 
10:31—You must do everything for the glory of God, even your eating 
and drinking!).     
        
PRAYERS                           
 
*SONG OF RESPONSE    A Mighty Fortress is Our God  
 

1 A mighty fortress is our God, 
a bulwark never failing; 

Our helper he, amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing. 
For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe; 

his craft and power are great, and, armed with cruel hate, 
on earth is not his equal. 

 
2 Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing, 

were not the right man on our side, 
the man of God’s own choosing. 

Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is he; 
Lord Sabaoth, his name, from age to age the same, 

and he must win the battle. 
 

3 And though this world, with devils filled, should threaten to undo us, 
we will not fear, for God hath willed his truth to triumph through us. 

The Prince of Darkness grim, we tremble not for him; 
his rage we can endure, for lo, his doom is sure, 

One little word shall fell him. 
 

4 That Word above all earthly powers, no thanks to them, abideth; 
The Spirit and the gifts are ours thro' him who with us sideth. 
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Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also; 
The body they may kill: God’s truth abideth still; 

his kingdom is forever. 
 

Part of today’s music---Blessed Jesus we are Here and the Toccata and 
Fugue in D minor---along with this final hymn are all music which J.S. 
Bach was quite familiar with.  Today we have considered 1st Corinthians 
10:3—“so whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the 
glory of God”.  As we identify, and use our gifts for God’s glory, this 
hymn reminds us God is our fortress, our helper.  It reminds us God is 
on our side, that he has and will his truth to triumph thru us.  AND, he 
gives us the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the gifts of the Spirit to use in 
serving him as we move towards his kingdom---which is forever!     

 
BLESSING                   
 
CLOSING MUSIC  A Mighty Fortress is Our God        
 
 

See You in Worship 
Sunday October 31, 2021 

9:30 On-Site 
9:30 or after, On-Line 


