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IT’S SUNDAY VIDEO                 
 

PREPARATION MUSIC                     

Come Now, O Prince of Peace and O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
Come now, O Prince of peace, make us one body. 

Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people. 
Come now and set us free, O God, our Savior. 

Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile all nations. 
---- 

O come, O come, Immanuel, and ransom captive Israel 
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
 
2 Thess 3:16  Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all 
times, and in every way.  The Lord be with all of you.  (a prayer)  Lord 
of peace, in your presence is peace in its perfection---peace beyond 
imagination; peace with God, peace with others, peace with ourselves, 
peace in the storm, peace in our fears, peace in this world, and peace 
in the world to come.  Your peace is the guardian of our hearts and 
minds.  It is our calling, our path and our destination.  Peace flowed 
from your veins at Calvary.  Peace is your message, and your emissary.  
Peace is your gift, your promise, and the constant companion of your 
grace.  At all times and in all our ways, teach us, dear Lord, to avail 
ourselves of the peace that awaits us in your presence.   
 
WELCOME VIDEO           
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WELCOME AND PRAYERS          
 
HYMN       O Come, O Come, Emmanuel     
 

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel,  
and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

3 O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer 
our spirits by thine advent here; 

and drive away the shades of night, 
and pierce the clouds and bring us light!  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 
“O Come, O Come Emmanuel” is a guided tour of traditional Christian 
interpretations of Old Testament prophecy. Each stanza calls up a major 
theme of Messianic prophecy, drawing upon at least one major verse 
that Christians have seen as a reference to Christ. Three common notes 
for all the verses. First, each one is a prayer to Jesus under a variety of 
prophetic names. The refrain is the answer to the prayer: Rejoice, 
Emmanuel will surely come! 
 
This hymn is pretty much the embodiment of the tension between 
already and not yet. It anticipates both the birth and return of Christ. 
It is at once the song of Israel awaiting her Messiah, and that of the 
Church awaiting His return. 
 
The first verse references Isaiah 7:14: “Therefore the Lord himself shall 
give you a sign. Behold a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall 
call his name Emmanuel.” Jesus is God-with-us, God come to Earth to 
save His people. 
 
Exile in particular has important, and broadly similar, implications in 
both Hebraic and Hellenistic cultures. In the Old Testament, exile from 
the land is a mark of judgment and a purifying test of God’s people. 
Return from exile is a major image of redemption, both in the return to 
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Jerusalem under Ezra and Nehemiah, and in looking to the coming of 
the Messiah, when the people will be fully restored and regathered in 
the land. 
 
In Greek culture, one’s city of citizenship was a major source of 
standing, of social and legal norms, and of identity. To be exiled from 
one’s city is almost a fate worse than death. (Look at how Aristotle was 
held up as brave for accepting exile instead of being executed like 
Socrates.) To live as an alien or sojourner in another city or kingdom 
was to have diminished rights, to be one of the workers, tradesmen, or 
outsiders in the realm. It meant that you were part of the life of your 
new city, and under its laws, but never were fully a part of it. 
 
So this verse refers to God’s people across all ages as Israel awaiting her 
vindication. We are aliens and exiles, awaiting a better city while also 
living loyally in the land of our sojourn. Rejoice, God-with-us will come 
to us! 
 
Vs 3.  O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer.  “Dayspring” can refer 
to the dawn, the sunrise, of the Morning Star. It is used to translate the 
Latin word Oriens. It means, literally, “rising”, and was also used as a 
noun to mean “Dawn” or even the direction East. In the name Dayspring 
Jesus is seen as the newly-come Light of the World. It also refers to the 
word of hope found in Isaiah 9:2, “The people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on 
them has light shined.”  Rejoice, people of God, because the Dayspring, 
the Light of the World, has come, to free us from the shadow of death! 
 
 
Advent Wreath                   
Isaiah 9:2; 11:1-3.  The people who walked in darkness have seen a 
great light.  Those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them has 
light shined.  A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a 
branch shall grow out of his roots.  And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest 
on him.  His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.   
 
The Advent Wreath is used to remind us of the LIGHT OF CHRIST coming  
Into the world.  Jesus walked in our shoes, felt our pains ands struggled 
with our temptations.  Moreover, he walks with us now, every step of 
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the way.  How could we not love him?  O Light of the World, prophesied 
deliverer of Israel, you have truly come.  You are my deliverer and the 
light of my world as well.  With joy I acknowledge your right to every 
righteous and holy title and to every place of authority.  Come, Lord 
Jesus, Messiah, and rule over us with justice and peace.  Do it even now 
in me.  I welcome you gratefully to the throne of my life.   
 
Song    Here I Am to Worship         

Verse 1 
Light of the world You stepped down into darkness 

Opened my eyes let me see 
Beauty that made this heart adore You 

Hope of a life spent with You 
Chorus 

Here I am to worship Here I am to bow down 
Here I am to say that You're my God 

You're altogether lovely Altogether worthy 
Altogether wonderful to me 

Verse 2 
King of all days Oh so highly exalted 

Glorious in heaven above 
Humbly You came to the earth You created 

All for love's sake became poor 
Chorus 

Here I am to worship Here I am to bow down 
Here I am to say that You're my God 

You're altogether lovely Altogether worthy 
Altogether wonderful to me 

Bridge 
I'll never know how much it cost 

   To see my sin upon that cross (bridge total of four times)  
Chorus  

Here I am to worship Here I am to bow down 
Here I am to say that You're my God 

You're altogether lovely Altogether worthy 
Altogether wonderful to me 

 
Jesus, who is the Light that came to a darkened, sin-stained earth, 
paid the penalty for our lawbreaking.  He spiritually awakened His fol-
lowers, who now possess the Holy Spirit and walk in the same light as 
Jesus.  In response to Christ’s great love for us, we respond in prostra-
tion, worshipping Him because He is worthy of our praise.  Though we 
cannot fully understand the depth of Christ’s sacrifice, we see Him as 
beautiful, wonderful, and lovely. 
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Light of the world:  Jesus is light (read John 1:1-8, John 8:12, and 
Ephesians 5:14). 
 
You step down into darkness:  He left His throne and glory to enter 
into a world marred by sin (John 1:14, Romans 8:3, 2 Corinthians 8:9, 
Galatians 4:4, and Philippians 2:7). 
 
Opened my eyes let me see:  That is, a spiritual awakening (John 3:3, 
John 9:25, 2 Corinthians 5:17, Ephesians 2:5, Ephesians 5:14, Titus 
3:5, and 1 Peter 1:3).   
 
Beauty that made this heart adore you:  The beauty of Jesus is found 
in his actions, that while we were sinners, He died for us (Romans 5:6-
8). This might also reference Psalm 27:4. 
 
Hope of a life spent with you.  That is, eternal life with God (Mark 
10:29-30, John 3:15-16, John 3:36, John 4:14, John 5:24 ).    
 
And here I am to worship, 
Here I am to bow down, 
Here I am to say that you’re my God,  much like “doubting” Thomas in 
John 20:28, the singer of this song falls to their knees in worship, 
speaking with a heart that Jesus is “Lord and God”. 

 
SCRIPTURE AND MESSAGE     
“Waiting”.  In Advent we are asked to re-inhabit the waiting of Israel. 
Generations of Judeans prayed and sacrificed, hoping in faith for the 
restoration that had yet to come. These, like Simeon and Anna, read 
and prayed the words of Isaiah 64 and Psalm 80 in ways we can only 
dimly and retrospectively imagine. But we have our own experience of 
waiting. We await his second coming, another particular, historical, and 
unrepeatable event. Until then we suffer sickness, unemployment, in-
justices, and perhaps even death. We don’t know when he will come, 
but we wait in faith and pray in hope. We work to be ready on that great 
day, as Jesus exhorts us. Advent asks us to see our waiting for the sec-
ond coming in light of the waiting of Israel for its deliverance. And it is 
fitting that sometimes we remember these periods of yearning in our 
worship: using the color purple, praying penitential prayers, and fast-
ing. And by doing so we layer time – life itself – with world-changing 
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meaning. In our imaginations and rituals, we step back in time and relive 
moments in history, trying to appreciate their spiritual significance. In 
Advent, particularly, we relive waiting for the deliverance of Israel – 
the forgiveness of sins. And in remembering God’s faithful vindication 
of Israel, we color our own anticipation of God’s faithfulness in coming 
again in the future.  Take time to step back from the crush of life to 
ponder and pray through the meaning of this season.  Teach us how to 
wait in faithfulness, to sift ourselves for sources of unholiness and un-
readiness, so that we will be found, like Simeon and Anna, ready for 
your second coming. 
 
PRAYERS                             
SONG OF RESPONSE      Good Good Father    

Verse 1 
Oh, I've heard a thousand stories of what they think You're like 
But, I've heard the tender whisper of love in the dead of night 
And You tell me that You're pleased and that I'm never alone 

 
Chorus 

You're a Good, Good Father it's who You are 
It's who You are it's who you are 

And I'm loved by You it's who I am 
It's who I am it's who I am 

 
Verse 2 

Oh, and I've seen many searching for answers far and wide 
But I know we're all searching for answers only You provide 
‘Cause You know just what we need before we, say a word 

 
Chorus 

You're a Good, Good Father it's who You are 
It's who You are it's who you are 

And I'm loved by You it's who I am 
It's who I am it's who I am 

 
Bridge 

‘Cause You are perfect in all of your ways perfect in all of your ways 
You are perfect in all of Your ways to us you are perfect in all of your ways 

Oh, You’re perfect in all of your ways you are perfect in all of Your ways to us 
 

Verse 3 
Oh, it’s a love so un-deniable I, I can hardly speak 

Peace so un-explainable I, I can hardly think 
As You call me deeper still as You call me deeper still 

As You call me deeper still into love, love, love 
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Chorus (2x) 
You're a Good, Good Father it's who You are 

It's who You are it's who you are 
And I'm loved by You it's who I am 

It's who I am it's who I am 
 
Read Psalm 103:13: "As a father has compassion on his children, so the 
Lord has compassion on those who fear him."  Ideally, a father shows 
compassion to his children. "Compassion" is from a Hebrew root that implies 
action. It's not merely a feeling, but an emotion that inspires action. If one 
of Dad's children is ill, he feels sympathy for the child, but compassion is 
reflected in nursing the child back to health. If one of his children is in 
trouble, Dad hurts for him, and compassion inspires him to extricate the 
child from danger. Like a good father, our heavenly Father demonstrates 
strong compassion for us. 
 

God understands what we face, and He cares for us. First Peter 5:7 encour-
ages us to cast all our anxiety on our Father in heaven for that reason. 
Lamentations 3:22–23 reminds us, "The steadfast love of the LORD never 
ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; 
great is your faithfulness." In the times of the Judges, the Lord rescued His 
people from their enemies. He saw their enemies were afflicting and op-
pressing them to the point that they were groaning. Therefore, He was 
moved to pity (Judges 2:16–18). 

Psalm 103:6–19 reflects on the Lord's benefits to Israel. Deuteronomy 6:1–
15 contains the Lord's promise to bless the people of Israel if they would 
obey him. Psalm 105 and 106 are companion psalms that stress the Lord's 
goodness to Israel. 

BLESSING                     
 
CLOSING MUSIC   Hark, the glad sound! The Savior Comes  
 

Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes, the Savior promised long! 
Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne, and ev’ry voice a song. 

Our glad Hosannas, Prince of Peace, Thy welcome shall proclaim; 
and heav’n’s eternal arches ring with Thy beloved Name. 
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Isaiah 61:1  “He hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim 
liberty to the captives.  Jesus quoted Isaiah 61:1 when he launched his 
ministry (Luke 4:!8), indicating that this passage has to do with the work 
of the Messiah.  Also, Israel as a whole was to bring God’s light to those 
living in spiritual blindness and bondage. 


