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December 5, 2021 
Heading for Home 

Shawn Barkley 
 

IT’S SUNDAY VIDEO             
 
PREPARATION MUSIC     Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence  

Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand; 
ponder nothing earthly-minded, for with blessing in his hand , 

Christ our God to earth descendeth, our full homage to demand. 
King of kings, yet born of Mary, as of old on earth he stood, 
Lord of lords, in human vesture, in the body and the blood, 

he will give to all the faithful his own self for heav'nly food. 
 

Time to get your Bible and have some fun looking up and contemplating these ref-
erences to each line of the hymn text:  
 

Let all mortal flesh keep silence, Job 40:3–5; Hab. 2:20; Zeph. 1:7; Zech. 2:13 

   and with fear and trembling stand; Ps. 2:11; Phil. 2:12 

ponder nothing earthly-minded, Phil. 3:19; 4:8; Col. 3:2; 1 Pet. 4:1–2 

   for with blessing in his hand, Lev. 9:22; Mark 10:16; Luke 24:50; Acts 1:11 

Christ our God to earth descendeth, Luke 2:11; John 6:38; 1 Thess. 4:16; Titus 2:13 

   our full homage to demand. Ps. 2:12; John 5:23 

   
King of kings, yet born of Mary, Rev. 17:14; 19:16; Matt. 1:16 

   as of old on earth he stood,  
Lord of lords, in human vesture, Phil. 2:7; 1 John 4:2 

   in the body and the blood,  
he will give to all the faithful Luke 22:19 

   his own self for heav’nly food. John 6:53–56; 1 Cor. 10:16 

 
While we all know what it is we are to be thinking of at Christmas, Advent is a season 
for contemplating both comings of the Messiah, using the watchfulness of the an-
cient Hebrews as they awaited the first coming to model for us a watchfulness for 
the second coming.  This hymn above began its life as an offertory (that is, a text 
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sung at the offering of The Lord’s Supper) but its current form, can be used as an 
Advent hymn in the true spirit of waiting and watching.   

Both comings of the Messiah are interchangeably celebrated in this hymn. In the 
first stanza, we find Christ, our God, descending to earth, not as a tiny baby, but as 
someone demanding our full homage. Yet, he descends with blessing in his hand—
which could be said of both his first and second comings. 
 
WELCOME VIDEO        
       
WELCOME AND PRAYERS            
 
SONG    O Come to Us, Emmanuel    
O come to us, Emmanuel, deliver us we pray.  Lord come to us, abide with us, restore 
our joy today.  Lord, come walk beside us, come lead, teach and guide us.  Shine in 
our shadows and show us the way.  O come to us, Emmanuel, deliver us we pray.  O 
come to us, Emmanuel, restore our joy today.  Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come 
to us and ransom Israel.  O come to us, Emmanuel, and make us one in love.  By your 
stong hand, Lord, heal our land with grace from above.  Bring peace for our sorrows, 
hope for tomorrow.  Shine in our shadows and bring a new day.  Rejoice!  Rejoice!  
Emmanuel shall come to us and ransom Israel.  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.   
 
Read Psalm 51, one of the seven pentitnetial psalms.  It’s a poignant cry for divind 
forgiveness, appealing to God’s goodness, mercy, and compassion.  It acknowledges 
sin in terms of three contrasting images; rebelliousness, waywardness, and failure.  
It acknowledges the relational barrier that sin creates, the importance of inner 
renewal that only God can bring, and the way that forgivenss leads to testimony and 
praise.  The conclusion of the psalm reprises the main theme of Psalm 50 (vv. 16-
19) suggesting that Pss. 50 and  51 can be studied and prayed together.   
 
ADVENT WREATH   (from Isaiah 59:9; 60-1-3 and Psalm 27)   
We wait for light, and lo! There is darkness; for brightness, but we walk in 
gloom.  Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has 
risen upon you.  The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?  
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?  I believe 
that I shall see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living.  Wait for 
the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage.   
 
Read Psalm 27.  It is a confident profession of faith and declaration of trust in 
God.  The psalmist is profoundly aware of the enemy’s threats but is even more 
aware of God’s ultimate protection and the beauty of ongoing communion with 
God.  The psalm interweaves two contrasting sets of images:  one focusing on 
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perception (God as light, beholding God’s beauty, seeing God’s goodness) and the 
other on deliverance (God as salvation and shelter).   
 
             
SONG      Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus      
 

1 Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 
born to set thy people free; 

from our fears and sins release us; 
let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel's strength and consolation, 
hope of all the earth thou art; 
dear desire of every nation, 
joy of every longing heart. 

 
2 Born thy people to deliver, 
born a child, and yet a king, 
born to reign in us for ever, 

now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By thine own eternal Spirit 
rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all-sufficient merit 

raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 
This hymn is a beautiful prayer for us this Advent.  1…born to set thy 
people free—think of ways you are “in bondage” and would be blessed 
by freedom Jesus offers you.  2…from our fears and sins release us—-
think of fear you experience and witness, illness, terriorism, security 
(add yours here).  Realize a repeated message through scripture is “do 
not be afraid” or “fear not”.  3…let us find our rest in thee—-we find 
rest when we accept God’s gifts to us through Jesus Christ, and we take 
advantage of the resources he offers us to draw us to him.     
 
 
SCRIPTURE AND MESSAGE                       
Heading for Home 
Luke 1 
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(A prayer for Luke 1:11-13  Thank you Father, for your faithfulness to 
hear and answer my prayers.  Even when my life seems fruitless and my 
case seems hopeless, your ear is tuned to my cry.  In your time, Sover-
eign Lord, you will act according to your good pleasure.  Help me to 
wait, to trust and to receive with faith and thanksgiving your words of 
assurance:  “Your prayer has been heard.”  
    
COMMUNION and PRAYERS                    
 
SONG OF RESPONSE       The Lord’s Prayer             

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever, Amen. 
 
BLESSING                   
 
CLOSING MUSIC               Savior of the Nations Come   

Savior of the nations, come; Virgin’s Son, here make Thy home! 
Marvel now, O heaven and earth,  that the Lord chose such a birth. 

 
Read Psalm 67:1-2  "May God be gracious to us and bless us, and make 
His face to shine upon us, that Your ways may be known on earth, your 
salvation among all nations."  
 
The basic thought of “Savior of the Nations, Come” includes longing or 
expectation for a Savior; the work of Jesus and His triumph over death; 
and life in the light of Christ. 
 
Prayer:  God of all, may your lavish grace and saving power be known 
by all people in all places, so that the world may resound with your 
praise as all nations bow before your loving rule made known in Jesus 
Christ our Lord.   


