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Heading for Home 

Luke 1:  Mary’s Song 
Shawn Barkley 

 
WORSHIP NOTES 

 
IT’S SUNDAY VIDEO              
 
PREPARATION MUSIC      Gesu, Bambino                   

When blossoms flowered 'mid the snows upon a winter night 
Was born the Child the Christmas Rose, the King of Love and Light 
The angels sang, the shepherds sang, the grateful earth rejoiced 

And at His blessed birth the stars their exultation voiced. 
 

O Come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him 
O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 

 
This Italian Christmas song, takes us through the elements of the Christ-
mas story, the baby, the angels and their song, the shepherds to the 
high point and to our purpose:  to come, to adore, to worship Christ the 
Lord.  Take time during today’s gathering to consider the elements of 
God’s story but to also step back and release your thoughts and your 
praise to the Holy Spirit who prompts our worship of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.   
 
WELCOME VIDEO             
      
WELCOME AND PRAYERS  
 
RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 
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ADVENT WREATH          
The prophet Micah foretold with faith that a new ruler would come forth 
from Bethlehem. Elizabeth proclaimed with faith that her cousin was to be 
the mother of her Lord.  Mary proclaimed with faith that she would be 
called blessed by all generations. 
 
In our worship today, we celebrate the fulfillment of God’s promises.  God 
has done great things for us!  God’s promises are fulfilled in the coming of 
Jesus Christ.  God’s mercy extends from generation to generation.  Father, 
Son, Spirit, let us sing out the good news of your salvation, trusting in ful-
fillment of your promises.  We worship in the name of the one who comes!    
 
Like Hannah, the mother of Samuel, Mary glorified God in song for what 
he was going to do for the world through her.  In both songs, God is 
pictured as a champion of the poor, the oppressed, and the despised.  
When Mary said “Generation after generation forever shall call me blest 
of God, she was recognizing and accepting the gift God had given her.  
If Mary had denied her incredible position, she would have been throw-
ing God’s blessing back at him.  Pride is refusing to accept God’s gifts, 
humility is accepting them and using them to praise and serve him.  This 
week, thank God and us e your gifts for his glory.  
 
SONG      Good Christian Friends, Rejoice      

Good Christian friends, rejoice 
with heart and soul and voice; 
Give ye heed to what we say: 

Jesus Christ is born today; 
Ox and ass before him bow, 

and he is in the manger now. 
Christ is born today! 
Christ is born today! 

 
Good Christian friends, rejoice 
with heart and soul and voice; 

Now ye need not fear the grave; 
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Jesus Christ was born to save; 
Calls you one and calls you all 

to gain his everlasting hall. 
Christ was born to save! 
Christ was born to save! 

 
Isaiah 49:13  Shout for joy, O heavens; rejoice, O earth; burst into song, 
O mountains!  For the Lord comforts his people and will have compassion 
on his afflicted ones.  Our lives should be filled with gratitude to God for 
the immeasurable love shown to us in the gift of his Son.  Out of joyous 
hearts we should be exuberant in“heart and soul and voice!“  The joy and 
peace that Christ brings to our lives should enable us to be continually 
rejoicing Christians, regardless of the circumstances.  The blessings that 
cam to us on Christmas morn have illuminated our lives forever!   
 
SONG           Song of Mary       
Sing, my soul. The greatness of the Lord, Rejoice, my spirit. Rejoice in 
God my Savior. So tenderly has he regarded me, so wondrously has he 
exalted me, all generations shall call me blest, all generations shall 
call me blest.  For his name, his name is holy. He is the mighty one. His 
mercy is ever sure, his mercy is ever sure.  Sing my soul,the greatness 
of the Lord. Sing my soul, the greatness of the Lord.  

Read Luke 1:46-55.  Mary’s song crackles with implications for society.  
Known as the Magnificat, it praises the Lord for the great things he has 
done.  But notice who it is He helps:  the „lowly“ including Mary; those 
who fear him; the hungry; and Israel.  By contrast he scatters the proud; 
puts down the mighty; and sends away the rich empty-handed.  Jesus‘ birth 
is good news for the poor.  In fact, he himself was born into poverty.  So 
here, as elsewhere in Luke’s account the poor are valued.  They can 
identify with Jesus, right from his birth.  They identify with the hope that: 
his mercy is on those who fear him from generation to generation.   

SCRIPTURE AND MESSAGE                        
Heading for Home 
Luke 1--The Song of Mary 
 
Lord, your plan of redemption was advanced when one simple peasant 
girl said yes to you---a yes that would change the world.  There was no 
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complicated ritual, not advanced theological training involved.  Just the 
trusting words, “I am the Lord’s servant.  May it be to me as you have 
said.”  Lord, may it be the same in my life.  Help me to cooperate with 
your plan for the world by saying yes to you.  Even now, I say yes to 
you, Holy Spirit.  Come upon me so that the life of Christ may be 
manifested through me to the needy world around me.   
    
PRAYERS                         
SONG OF RESPONSE      Hark the Herald Angels Sing       

Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King: 
peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!" 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies; 
with th'angelic host proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 
Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King." 

 
Christ, by highest heaven adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
late in time behold him come, offspring of the virgin's womb: 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail th'incarnate Deity, 
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel. 

Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King." 
 
The first stanza of this hymn describes the song of the angels outside 
Bethlehem with an invitation to join them in praise of Christ.  The following 
verses present the truths of the virgin birth, Christ’s deity, the immortality 
of the soul, the new birth, and a prayer for the transforming power of 
Christ in our lives.  If you are “in-tune” with the truths of this song, others 
will see and hear that Christ dwells with you.   
 
BLESSING                     
 
CLOSING MUSIC                Hark! The Herald 
     
Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!  Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings,  risen with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by,  born that we no more may die, 

born to raise us from the earth,  born to give us second birth. 
Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King." 


