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December 19, 2021 
Heading for Home 
Luke 1:  Zacharias 

Worship Notes 
 

IT’S SUNDAY VIDEO              
 
PREPARATION MUSIC     Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming      

Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung! 
Of Jesse’s lineage coming, as men of old have sung. 
It came, a floweret bright, amid the cold of winter, 

when half spent was the night. 
Isaiah ’twas foretold it, the Rose I have in mind; 
with Mary we behold it, the virgin mother kind. 

To show God’s love aright, she bore to men a Savior, 
when half spent was the night. 

 
Read Isaiah 11:1-2  A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from 
his roots a Branch will bear fruit.  The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him 
the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of 
might, the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord.  The Righteous 
One has come and will come again.  The Spirit of the Lord will rest on 
him, every decision he makes will be godly, every judgment just.  This 
is the One Who comes with the Spirit of wisdom, knowledge, power, 
understanding, counsel and the fear of the Lord---and the heritage of 
peace.  This is Lord Jesus!  
 
WELCOME VIDEO        
 
SONG                                   Christmas Angels     
Christmas angels sing all around us, spread good tidings over the earth, telling of 
the Child in a manger who is born.  He is the King of kings.  King of glory, hope for 
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all nations, sent to earth to save and redeem.  Prince of Peace, behold and adore; 
the Son of God has come to set us free.  Celebrate, O sing hallelujah, raise a ban-
ner, dance and rejoice.  Celebrate the birth of Messiah.  He’s the Savior King, the 
Lord of all.  Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.  Hosanna, hosanna, ho-
sanna in the highest!  We sing: Joy to the world, the Lord has come.  Joy to the 
world, the Lord has come.  Joy to the world, he is here forever and always.  Christ-
mas angels sing all around us, all creation hears what they say.  Bow before Him 
come and behold the Son of God, born on Christmas day.  Joy to the world, the 
Lord is come.  Joy!  
 
Luke 2:10 “And the angel said to them, 'Fear not, for behold, I bring 
you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.” ... The three 
things that mean the most to us in this bible passage are the mention of 
having no fear, the coming of great joy and that the good news of Christ-
mas was for all the people. 
       
WELCOME AND PRAYERS              
 
ADVENT WREATH          
 

Now his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophe-
sied, saying: 

 
68 “Blessed is the Lord God of Israel, 

For He has visited and redeemed His people, 
69 And has raised up a horn of salvation for us 

In the house of His servant David, 
70 As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets, 

Who have been since the world began, 
71 That we should be saved from our enemies 

And from the hand of all who hate us, 
72 To perform the mercy promised to our fathers 

And to remember His holy covenant, 
73 The oath which He swore to our father Abraham: 

74 To grant us that we, 
Being delivered from the hand of our enemies, 

Might serve Him without fear, 
75 In holiness and righteousness before Him all the days of our life. 
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76 “And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Highest; 

For you will go before the face of the Lord to prepare His ways, 
77 To give knowledge of salvation to His people 

By the remission of their sins, 
78 Through the tender mercy of our God, 

With which the Dayspring from on high has visited us; 
79 To give light to those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, 

To guide our feet into the way of peace.” 
 

A PRAYER:  Holy God, your word proclaims two “beginnings” marking 
the most momentous epochs in history.  The first heralded the creation 
of the human race---a people beautiful, pure, powerful, as you intended 
them to be.  Yet, O God, how soon we became disfigured, defiled, and 
diminished, sinful and lost.  But then began the second great epoch, the 
beginning of the gospel about Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  Redemption, 
restoration, the fresh start, the new birth!  Grace!  We thank you, Lord, 
from our worshiping hearts.  
 
SONG     The First Noel     

The First Noel the angel did say 
Was to certain poor shepherds 

In fields as they lay 
In fields where they lay, keeping their sheep 

On a cold winter's night that was so deep 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 

Born is the King of Israel 
They looked, they looked up and they saw a star 

Shining in the east beyond them far 
And to the earth it gave great light 
So it continued both day and night 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 
Born is the King of Israel 

 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 

Born is the King 
Born is the King 

Born is the King of Israel 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 
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Born is the King of Israel 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 

Born is the King 
Born is the King 

Born is the King of Israel 
 
This carol portrays in vivid narrative style the story of the birth of 
Christ.  All six verses are needed to complete the entire event when the 
hymn is sung.  The sixth stanza urges us to join together to sing praises 
to God for the marvels of his creation and for the salvation provided 
through Christ’s shed blood.  The repetition of the joyous “noel” in the 
refrain is equivalent to our singing out “happy birthday” to someone.  
It is interesting to observe that the “King of Israel” was first announced 
to “certain poor shepherds” only, but in the final stanza the phrases 
“let us all” and “mankind hath brought” remind us that Christ came to 
redeem the whole world.   
 
SCRIPTURE AND MESSAGE                        
Heading for Home 
Luke 1---Zacharias 
 
A prayer:  We praise you, O God, that you sent your Son Jesus to save 
us.  You do not deliver us into the hands of the enemy when we sin; 
rather, you make a way to restore us into relationship with yourself.  
You do not abandon us even though we stray from you; instead, you 
rescue us, redeem us, forgive us and guide our feet into the path of 
peace.  
 
PRAYERS                             
 
SONG OF RESPONSE      God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen      

1 God rest you merry, gentlemen, let nothing you dismay, 
remember Christ our Saviour was born on Christmas Day; 

to save us all from Satan's power when we were gone astray. 
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy; 

O tidings of comfort and joy. 
 

3 "Fear not, then," said the angel, "let nothing you affright, 
this day is born a Saviour Of a pure Virgin bright, 
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to free all those who trust in him from Satan's power and might." 
O tidings of comfort and joy, Comfort and joy; 

O tidings of comfort and joy. 
 

4 Now to the Lord sing praises, all you within this place, 
and with true love and brotherhood each other now embrace; 

this holy tide of Christmas All others doth deface. 
O tidings of comfort and joy, Comfort and joy; 

O tidings of comfort and joy. 
 

This carol tells us:  the good news, that Christ was born to save us 
from the power of the Devil.  A retelling of Luke 2, where the shep-
herds receive the message from an angel and visits Bethlehem to con-
firm it.  An invitation to us to join the shepherds, worshipping Christ 
and remembering the reason for the season. 

BLESSING                     
 
CLOSING MUSIC      Long Ago, Prophets Knew   
 

Long ago, prophets knew Christ would come, born a Jew, 
come to make all things new; 

bear his people's burden, freely love and pardon. 
Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring! Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing! 

When he comes, when he comes, 
who will make him welcome? 

 
Read Matthew 2: 5-6.  Matthew often quoted Old Testament prophets.  
This prophecy from Micah was delivered seven centuries earlier.  The 
words here are slightly different from those in Micah because Matthew 
paraphrased the thought of the Old Testament passage in applying in to 
Christ.  In additions, New Testament writers often combined similar 
verses when citing the Scripture to get their point across.  Most leaders 
believed in a literal fulfillment of all Old Testament prophecy, therefore 
they believed the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem.  Ironically, 
when Jesus was born, these same religious leaders became his greatest 
enemies.  When the Messiah for whom they had been waiting finally 
came, they didn’t recognize him.  


