
 

 

   

EXPRESS WORSHIP NOTES FOR Sunday December 26, 2021 
 
This Sunday, we’ll hear verses from Genesis 1 and John 1.  The noted 
speaker/teacher John Piper writes these notes on John 1. 
 
JESUS “the Word” 
Why did John choose to call Jesus “the Word?” “In the beginning was the 
Word.” John calls Jesus the Word because he had come to see the words 
of Jesus as the truth of God and the person of Jesus as the truth of God in 
such a unified way that Jesus himself — in his coming, and working, and 
teaching, and dying and rising — was the final and decisive message of God. 
Or to put it more simply: what God had to say to us was not only or mainly 
what Jesus said, but who Jesus was and what he did. His words clarified 
himself and his work. But his self and his work were the main truth God 
was revealing. “I am the truth,” Jesus said (John 14:6). 
 
“What God had to say to us was not only or mainly what Jesus said, but 
who Jesus was and what he did.”  He came to witness to the truth (John 
18:37) and he was the truth (John 14:6). His witness and his person were 
the Word of truth. He said, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my 
disciples” (John 8:31), and he said, “Abide in me” (John 15:7). When we 
abide in him we are abiding in the word. He said that his works were a 
“witness” about him (John 5:36; 10:25). In other words, in his working he 
was the Word. 
 
Jesus: God’s Decisive, Final Message 
In Revelation 19:13 (by the same author as the Gospel), John describes 
Jesus’s glorious return: “He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the 
name by which he is called is the Word of God.” Jesus is called The Word 
of God, as he returns to earth. Two verses later John says, “From his mouth 
comes a sharp sword” (Revelation 19:15). In other words, Jesus strikes the 
nations in the power of the word of God that he speaks — the sword of the 
Spirit (Ephesians 6:17). But the power of this word is so united with Jesus 



 

 

himself that John says that he doesn’t just have a sword of God’s word 
coming out of his mouth, but he is the Word of God. 
 
So as John begins his Gospel, he has in view all the revelation, all the truth, 
all the witness, all the glory, all the light, all the words that come out of 
Jesus in his living and teaching and dying and rising, and he sums up all 
that revelation of God with the name: he is “the Word” — the first, final, 
ultimate, decisive, absolutely true and reliable Word. The meaning is the 
same as Hebrews 1:1–2: “Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God 
spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken 
to us by his Son.” The Son of God incarnate is God’s climactic and decisive 
Word to the world. 
 
God Speaking Creation into Existence 
• Simply by giving his royal command, God created everything (Ps 33:6, 9; 

148:5; Heb 11:3). 
 
• "The Lord merely spoke, and the heavens were created.  He breathed the 

word, and all the stars were born." (Psalm 33:6 NLT) 
 
• Psalm 33:9 "For he spoke, and it came to be; he commanded, and it stood 

firm." 
 
• Psalm 148:5  "Let every created thing give praise to the Lord, 
for he issued his command, and they came into being." 
 
• Hebrews 11:3 "By faith we understand that the universe was created by 

the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that 
are visible." (ESV) 

 
GOD did what only GOD can do.  If you look at Genesis 1 the entire chapter 
you can see that GOD showed us that he could do what man will never do. 
HE did all this from nothing by just speaking it was. No man could do that 
or even begin to think about doing this. That is what makes GOD - GOD. All 
that we do is done through the power of Christ and the Holy Spirit. All of 
the things that man has invented or made were all from something. But 
only GOD could just speak and make it so.  
 



 

 

Jesus is GOD in the Flesh. He was in the flesh and did restrain from giving 
the appearance that men could do what he could. If you think about it 
when miracles did happen, Jesus often said your faith has made you whole 
or to the effect that it all was made possible by HE who created it all.  
 
Yes, GOD did what only he could do and in doing this we have a lesson to 
understand. We should always be humble and give praises to GOD for 
allowing us to share in his CREATION. 
 

See you in worship. 
Sunday December 26, 2021 

9:30 On-Site 
9:30 On-Line (or following) 

 


