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January 9, 2022 
Start with Prayer:  Exodus 33---Moses 

WORSHIP NOTES 
 

IT’S SUNDAY VIDEO              
 
PREPARATION                       Holy, Holy, Holy     

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty, early in the morning my song shall rise to 
Thee. Holy. holy, holy, merciful and mighty.  God in three persons,  

Blessed Trinity. 
 

Holy, holy, holy,  though the darkness hide Thee, though the eyes of sinful man 
Thy glory may not see.  Lord, only Thou art holy and there is none beside Thee, 

perfect in power, in love and purity. 
 

Worship and Praise in the context of Revelation.  John experiences a 
series of visions on the island of Patmos. After the seven churches men-
tioned in Revelation receive messages, he witnesses a scene in heaven 
in front of the throne of God. 

Four living creatures (Revelation 4:6-9), otherwise known as cherubim 
or six-winged angels, repeat this without ceasing. Surrounded by 
twenty-four elders who time and time again fall down to worship Christ, 
it seems as though all of heaven engages in unceasing praise. As for the 
twenty-four elders, scholars have not come to a conclusion on their 
identity. Some have said twelve are the sons of Jacob and twelve faith-
ful disciples, but no matter the personhood (or beinghood) of the 
twenty-four elders, we can conclude that all creatures in heaven revert 
praise back to God. 
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Revelation seems contingent on the theme of praise. All of heaven 
awaits God’s work in bringing heaven down to earth and worships Him 
as they wait in anticipation. 

"Holy, holy, holy" Repeated in the Bible 

Isaiah 6:3 almost seems like a replica of this passage as the angels repeat 
this mantra about God: “holy, holy, holy.” Isaiah appears to have a sim-
ilar vision to that of the Apostle John. Like John, he sees the creatures 
who appear to be the same cherubim. 

Nowhere else in Scripture does this triple holiness appear, but holiness 
is mentioned several times. For instance, through our relationship with 
Jesus, we become holy because of His holiness imputed on us. 

Scripture speaks countless times about the holiness of God. Some ex-
amples include Peter telling Christians to imitate the holiness of God (1 
Peter 1:15). Another instance is when God refers to His people as holy 
people (Ephesians 5:3). We’re also called to use our bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God (Romans 12:1). 

All in all, everything connected with Christ is connected with holiness. 

What does this mean for us? Applying Revelation 4:8 

First, we can have assurance our God has power over everything. The 
Almighty controls time, the plan for our lives, and everything else in the 
universe. When everything seems in limbo or chaos, Christians can rest 
in the fact God has, literally, the whole world in His hands. 

Second, we can rest in the fact that we have a holy God. Unlike the so-
called deities of ancient cultures, He does not change based upon emo-
tions or whims of circumstance. Perfect and without fault, He will not 
shift in character. Always honest, always sinless, always holy, no one 
else can take care of all creation quite like God. 

Third, a relationship with Christ can lead to imputed holiness. We can-
not enter heaven because our sin separates us from God. But through 
Christ’s holiness, God will see Christ in us as we enter, see that holiness, 
and will allow us to spend an eternity with him. 
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Fourth, we have an expectation of holiness. Because a holy God lives 
within us, we need to make strides toward living a holy life. We cannot 
continue to sin so grace may abound. Understanding the cost of our sal-
vation, we strive to live blameless lives, so others may see the good 
deeds and glorify the Lord in heaven. 

Fifth, we need to understand God will set everything right at the end 
and continue to worship Him. The four creatures do so in heaven before 
he makes his second coming and makes every sad thing untrue. They 
continue to worship Him day and night, knowing He will fulfill His prom-
ises as He has done in the past, the present, and in the age to come. 

Like those angels and twenty-four elders, we can continue to praise 
God, even when bad turns to worse, and we wonder when the events 
of Revelation will ever take place. We have a hope, a holy, holy, holy 
hope, named Jesus. 
 
WELCOME VIDEO        
 
WELCOME AND PRAYERS              
 
ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS        
 
CALL TO WORSHIP   
From Psalm 99:  God rules. On your toes, everybody! He rules from his 
angel throne—take notice! God looms majestic in Zion, He towers in splen-
dor over all the big names. Great and terrible is your beauty: let everyone 
praise you! Holy. Yes, holy. 
 
Strong King, lover of justice, you laid things out fair and square; you set 
down the foundations in Jacob, foundation stones of just and right ways. 
Honor God, our God; worship his rule!   Holy. Yes, holy. 
 
Moses and Aaron were his priests, Samuel among those who prayed to him. 
They prayed to God and he answered them; He spoke from the pillar of 
cloud. And they did what he said; they kept the law he gave them.  And 
then God, our God, answered them (But you were never soft on their sins).  
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Lift high God, our God; worship at his holy mountain.  Holy. Yes, holy is 
God our God. 
 
This call to worship is based on Psalm 99.  This Psalm offers praise for 
the reign of God, with a particular focus on God’s holiness (a recurring 
theme in vv. 3,5,9).  It focuses on a variety of God’s excellencies, in-
cluding power and authority (vv 1-3), righteousness and faithfulness 
(vv. 4-5), and responsiveness to the people (vv. 6-9).  Here’s a prayer:  
Holy are you, the Lord Almighty, God who was, and is, and is to come.  
Grant us strength and conviction to worship you with our actions as well 
as our lips, that at every opportunity we may bring glory to your name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen!  

 
SONG   Holy Spirit, You Are Welcome Here       
 
Like Moses and the Israelites on their journey, we want to feel God’s 
presence close to us in our journey.  When we find ourselves distant 
from God, may we turn to him to find grace and favor in our hour of 
need.  As we come to know him, to pursue his presence, and to petition 
based on his word, we will find our hearts satisfied with his very pres-
ence, the indwelling Spirit who fills us and moves to pray without ceas-
ing.  We welcome the presence of the Holy Spirit in our worship today 
by singing this song:   
 

Holy Spirit, You are welcome here 
Come flood this place and fill the atmosphere 
Your glory, God, is what our hearts long for 

To be overcome by Your presence, Lord 
Your presence, Lord 

 

This is not a statement against the omnipresence of God.  Rather, it is 
a request for increased sensitivity of the Holy Spirit’s Presence.  We do 
this by (take some time to look at some of these scriptures): 

Aligning our desire with God’s (Psalm 51:10, Jeremiah 24:7, Ezekiel 
11:19, Ezekiel 36:26, Romans 2:29, Romans 12:2, 2 Corinthians 5:17, 
and 2 Corinthians 7:10). 
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Studying Scripture (2 Timothy 2:15 and 2 Timothy 3:16-17). 

Obeying God’s commandments (Matthew 25:34-40, John 14:15, John 
14:21-24, John 15:10-14, 1 Peter 1:14-15, 1 John 2:3-5, 1 John 4:19-
20, 1 John 5:2-3, and 2 John 1:6). 

Spending time with God in prayer, alone just like Jesus did (Matthew 
14:1-13, Matthew 26:29, Matthew 26:42, Mark 6:30-32, Mark 14:36, 
Luke 4:1-2, Luke 4:14-15, Luke 5:16, Luke 6:12-13, Luke 22:39-44, and 
John 18:11). 
    
SCRIPTURE AND MESSAGE                        
Exodus 33   
(These notes from a blog “Via Emmaus” by David Schrock.)  Perhaps one of the 
greatest ways to learn how to pray is to listen to great pray-ers.  This 
can be done in the interpersonal context of a local church, but not only 
there.  Scripture is another excellent place to learn how to prayer.  
There, in the inspired pages, we find eminent saints who walked with 
God, and who held conversation with God in formal and informal set-
tings.  Their prayers give us precious models of how we should pray. 

One such example is Moses in the book of Exodus, especially chapters 
32-34.  To set the context, Moses has just been informed that God would 
send Israel to Canaan with the promise of safe passage, with the Lord’s 
angel going before them, but without YHWH in their midst (Exodus 33:1-
3).  Israel was overwhelmed with grief by this news (33:4-6).  God’s 
dwelling in their midst was what made them distinct, and now because 
of their stiff-necked sin, God was pulling back.  This separation is con-
firmed in 33:7-11, when Moses describes the kind of distant access Is-
rael would be subjected to, now that the tabernacle plans had been 
destroyed (Exod 32:19). 

With the prospect of losing God’s presence fully in view, Moses throws 
himself before the Lord and pleads for God’s presence.  Far more than 
the obligatory petition, he musters all the promises God has made in the 
past, to recruit God to rejoin their caravan. He pleads for God’s pres-
ence, and he shows us how we ought to pray in the process.  Notice four 
things. 

 



 

6 

(1) He prays for God’s presence.  Moses sees the immediate need and 
he boldly prays for its relief–namely the return of God’s presence. Bet-
ter than a prayer for safety, traveling mercies, or physical needs, Moses 
prays for God–nothing more, nothing less–just God.  If God is going to do 
anything good in our lives, it is going to be underwritten by this sort of 
prayer–an insatiable desire for more of God.  This is the heart behind 
Moses prayer, a passion that was later picked up in places like Psalm 
27:8-9, “You have said, ‘Seek my face.’ My heart says to you, ‘Your 
face, LORD, do I seek.’  Hide not your face from me.  Turn not your 
servant away in anger, O you who have been my help.  Cast me not off; 
forsake me not, O God of my salvation!” 

Interestingly in Psalm 27, the Psalmist longs to see God’s face, the very 
thing Moses sought (Exod 33:18), but was explicitly forbidden from see-
ing (v. 20).  Today, we can see God’s face in the person and work of 
Christ in a way that Moses and David never could.  Therefore, with David 
we must seek God’s face in passionate prayer, prayer for God’s pres-
ence. 

(2) He prays according to God’s promises.  Before he petitions, Moses 
reminds God of the “favor” God has already given him, and then prays 
based on this stated promise.  This is a model for powerful prayer. He 
prays from God’s grace unto God’s grace.  He requests favor, not based 
on his merits or his own spiritual ideas, but upon God’s earlier favor.  
Thus, his prayer is according to God’s will, not his own. 

So it is for us who pray in Jesus name.  We are not coming to the Father 
to prove our worth and to plead for assistance based on our commit-
ments.  Rather, we pray  for favor based on God’s love for the Son.  
Because of Christ’s high priestly session, we can pray boldly.  All the 
promises of God are “Yes” and “Amen.”  Therefore, we can pray those 
promises back to God in all are hours of need, and know that the Father 
will answer them with the rich supply that Christ procured at Calvary 
(cf. Rom 8:32). 

(3) The goal of his prayer is knowledge.  Verse 13, Moses prays that God 
would show his acts to Moses so that I may know you.  Moses prayer 
rebukes anyone who has ever said about God or his word, “Yeah, I know 
that…”   Such a response reveals a heart that is self-reliant and blind to 
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the need for more of Christ.  Unwillingness to learn about God is a per-
sonal invitation to shipwrecking your professed faith.  But praying to 
know God more is evidence of a heart that has God’s law written on it. 

Consider Moses.  Numbers 12 describes him as a man unlike any other.  
God spoke to him face to face.  If anyone knew God, it was Moses.  Yet, 
his prayer reveals a desire to know God more.  His model of prayer 
shows us that those who truly know God, long to know more of God.  
Indeed, prayer that is Christian always presses to know God more and 
calls God to reveal himself more fully to those for whom we pray. 

This model is constantly seen in Paul. In his letters, the great apostle is 
regularly praying for his beloved disciples to know God more (cf. Eph 
1:15-22; Col 1:9-10). Ever wonder what to pray for others who you 
don’t know well, or members of your church whom you don’t regularly 
visit?  Pray that they would grow in the wisdom and knowledge of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

(4) Favor comes through knowledge of the Lord.  The key to receiving 
God’s favor and blessing is knowledge of God.  Notice the progression in 
Exodus 33:13: “If I have found favor in your sight” shows the way Moses 
prays from grace unto grace.  “Please show me now your ways,” marks 
the heart of the petition.  He desires to see and know God’s ways, “that 
I may know you.”  The “that” signifies a purpose statement of knowing 
God, but that purpose statement is followed by another, deeper pur-
pose statement, namely “in order to find favor in your sight.” 

In some ways, the knowledge of God is merely instrumental to finding 
favor.  Now, don’t misunderstand, there is nothing mere about knowing 
God, but surely a base, unattached knowledge of God is not the goal.  
The goal of knowing God is to receive favor, to experience him person-
ally, to have his presence. 

This is what Moses prayed for, and verses 14-15 confirm, that God heard 
his prayer, and answered him in the affirmative.  God graciously re-
turned to the stiff-necked people of Israel.  In the short term, Moses 
prayer effectively saved Israel, but in time his sin and Israel’s sin would 
again distance themselves from God.  Praise God, a better mediator and 
a better pray-er came to stand in the gap for us. 
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Accordingly, when we find ourselves distant from God, may we turn to 
him to find grace and favor in our hour of need.  As we come to know 
him, to pursue his presence, and to petition based on his word, we will 
find our hearts satisfied with his very presence, the indwelling Spirit 
who fills us and moves to pray without ceasing. 
    
PRAYERS                         
 
SONG OF RESPONSE       Glory to God         

Verse 1 
Before the world was made, before You spoke it to be 

You were the King of Kings, yes You were, yes You were 
And now You’re reigning still, enthroned above all things 

Angels and saints cry out, we join them as we sing 
 

Chorus 
Glory to God, glory to God 
Glory to God, forever  (x 2) 

 
Verse 2 

Creator God You gave me breath so I could praise 
Your great and matchless name, all my days, all my days 

So let my whole life be a blazing offering 
A life that shouts and sings the greatness of the King 

 
Bridge 

Take my life and let it be 
All for You and for Your glory 

Take my life and let it be Yours 
We sing… (back to Chorus) 

A Prayer:  Awesome God, let us see your glory!  Your glory is so much 
more than raw power or blinding light.  When Moses prayed to see the 
revelation of your glory, you answered by illuminating the excellencies 
of your character, the perfect attributes of your own nature.  Open our 
eyes to your glory, Lord!  Show us the glory of your faithfulness and 
love.  With each new day, Lord, show us the glory of your very nature, 
revealed in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh.   
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BLESSING                     
 
CLOSING MUSIC   Holy God We Praise Thy Name    

Hark! the loud celestial hymn angel choirs above are raising, 
Cherubim and seraphim, in unceasing chorus praising, 

fill the heavens with sweet accord: Holy, holy, holy, Lord. 
 

Holy Father, Holy Son, Holy Spirit, three we name you; 
while in essence only one, undivided God we claim you, 
then, adoring, bend the knee, and confess the mystery. 

 

WHY do we praise God? The hymn gives us the reasons—we’ll look at 
these two verses today.  Verse 1: He is Lord over all, all that we can see 
and even beyond what we can see, imagine, or comprehend.   All the 
hosts of heaven praise His name. The angels “see” in that realm of 
heaven, unseen by us, the reality of God’s greatness —His power, wis-
dom, and mercy. 
 
Verse 5: What a wonderful, incomprehensible mystery is the Triune God 
who loves us so! What a dynamic mystery how this majestic God cared 
for us sinners, planned and accomplished our salvation. He gives this 
mystery to us so that by faith we might believe it, cling to it as our only 
hope, and embrace it as our own. The much repeated “we” throughout 
the hymn invites us to join the song of praise. That we do with all rev-
erence and enthusiasm. Not just because others praise Him. But be-
cause God is our God and He has given this very faith to each of us per-
sonally. Take time to reflect on the hymn and your life’s song of praise.  


