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February 6, 2022 
“So That You May Know” 

A Sinner at Simon’s Dinner 
Luke 7:36-50 
Shawn Barkley 

 
IT’S SUNDAY VIDEO              
 
PREPARATION MUSIC   My Soul Proclaims your Greatness   Teri McKibben 

My soul proclaims your greatness Lord; I sing my Savior’s praise! 
You looked upon my lowliness, and I am full of grace. 

Now ev’ry land and ev’ry age this blessing shall proclaim— 
great wonders you have done for me, and holy is your name. 

 
The woman in Luke 7: 36-50 is unnamed, yet we read today of her overwhelming 
love for Jesus at Simon’s dinner, washing his feet with her tears, wiping them with 
her hair, kissing his feet.  How do you respond to Jesus’ presence in your life.  
This prelude says:  my soul proclaims your greatness, I sing my Savior’s praise, 
only because you “looked” at me, Jesus, I am full of grace, great wonders you 
have done for me, and holy is your name!            
 
WELCOME VIDEO             
 
WELCOME AND PRAYERS              
 
CALL TO WORSHIP        
 
As we gather for worship today, in our scripture lesson Jesus is anointed by a 
sinful woman and then he says to her “Your sins are forgiven, your faith has 
saved you; go in peace”.   
 

The hymnwriter says:  Wonderful grace of Jesus, greater than all my sin; 
How shall my tongue describe it, where shall its praise begin? 

Taking away my burden setting my spirit free, 
For the wonderful grace of Jesus reaches me. 

Wonderful the matchless grace of Jesus, 
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Deeper than the mighty rolling sea; 
Higher than the mountain, sparkling like a fountain, 

All sufficient grace for even me; 
Broader than the scope of my transgressions, 

Greater far that all my sin and shame; 
O magnify the precious name of Jesus, praise his name! 

 
Read 2 Corinthians 8:9  For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
though he was rich, yet for your sakes, he became poor, so that you through his 
poverty might become rich.  As this hymn writer has done, take some time for 
personal worship and to consider GRACE in your life.   
 

 Define and describe moments in your life you have received GRACE. 
 Describe moments in your life where you have received GRACE and felt a 

burden or weight lifted off of you.  
 Describe moments in your life where you feel emotional and spiritual free-

dom. 
 Ask the Holy Spirit to bring any sin to your mind you need to confess and 

spend time in prayer doing this.   
 Consider the great oceans and their depths, the great mountains and their 

grandeur as you realize God’s Grace is greater than all of this. 
 Praise and thank Jesus for his wonderful grace to you!   

 
SONG         Amazing Grace      

Amazing grace how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me. 
I once was lost, but now I'm found was blind, but now I see. 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear and grace my fears relieved; 
how precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed. 

My chains are gone, I've been set free.   
My God, my Savior has ransomed me, 

and like a flood His mercy reigns, unending love, amazing grace. 
The Lord has promised good to me his word my hope secures; 

he will my shield and portion be as long as life endures. 
My chains are gone, I've been set free. 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me, 

and like a flood his mercy reigns, unending love, amazing grace. 
My chains are gone, I've been set free. 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me, 

and like a flood his mercy reigns, unending love, amazing grace, 
unending love, amazing grace. 

 
Hebrews 9:14 
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How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit 
offered Himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead 
to death, so that we may serve the living God! (NIV) 

Many of us carry the guilt of past sins which God has forgiven because of our faith 
in Jesus Christ. This guilt eats away at our sense of worth and keeps us from serv-
ing God freely. Let us see what God does when we put our faith in Christ, our 
Substitute, the Lamb of God who TAKES AWAY the sin of the world. 

OUT OF SIGHT, Is. 38:17. 

Behold, it was for my welfare, that I had great bitterness; but in love you have  
delivered my life from the pit of destruction, for you have cast all my sins behind  
your back.  (Hezekiah realized that his prayer brought deliverance and for- 
giveness.  Hezekiah knew God has spared his life, and in his poem he praises him.   
Hezekiah recognized the good that came from his bitter experience.  The next time 
you pass through a bitter experience, pray that God will bring good from it).  
 

OUT OF MIND, Heb. 8:12 

For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more. (The old 
agreement was the covenant of law between God and Israel.  The new way is the 
covenant of grace---Christ’s offer to forgive our sins and bring us to God through 
his sacrificial death.  This agreement is new in extent---it goes beyone Israel and 
Judah to all the Gentile nations.  It is new is application, since it is written in our 
hearts and minds.  It offers a new way to forgiveness, not through animal 
sacrifice but through faith.  Under this new agreement, God’s law is inside us.  
The Holy Spirt reminds us of Christ’s words, quickens our consciences, influences 
our motives and desires, and makes us want to obey!) 

OUT OF REACH, Ps. 103:12 

...as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions 
from us.  (East and west can never meet.  This is a symbolic portrait of God’s 
forgiveness---when he forgives our sin, he separates it from us and doesn’t even 
remember it.  We need never wallow in the forgiven past, for God forgives and 
forgets.  We tend to dredge up the ugly past, but God will not do this for he has 
wiped our record clean.  If we are to follow God, we must model his forgivenss.  
When we forgive another, we must also forget the sin.  Otherwise, we have not 
truly forgiven.   

OUT OF EXISTENCE, Ps. 51:1,2 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your 
great compassion blot out my transgressions. Wash away all my iniquity and 
cleanse me from my sin.  (David was truly sorry for his adultery with Bath-sheba 
and for murdering her husband to cover it up.  He knew his actions had hurt many 
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people.  But because David repented of those sins, God mercifully forgave him.  
No sin is too great to be forgiven!  Do you feel that you could never come close to 
God because you have done something terrible?  God can and will forgive you of 
any sin.  While God forgives us, he does not erase the natural consequences of 
our sin—David’s life and family were never the same as a result of his sin.   

This is what happens to your past sins when you trust Christ. If you have never 
done this, then trust Jesus as your Savior today. He is God’s gift. The only way o 
get a gift is to reach out and take it. That is FAITH. 

 
SCRIPTURE AND MESSAGE                       
So That You May Know:  A Sinner at Simon’s Dinner 
Luke 7:36-50 
 
What did Jesus reveal to us about God in this scripture story? 

 That God wants to reach the moral, upright sinner as well as the fla-
grantly immoral sinner. He associated with both. He ate with tax collec-
tors and Pharisees. 

 That there are no hopeless cases with God. He extends His grace to eve-
ryone! 

 That God loves and forgives women equally with men. 

 There are no second class members of His family. 

 That God knows our hearts and motives even when we do not say any-
thing. 

 That God will never stay in the box we put Him in. 

 That God hates hypocrisy and self-righteousness. 

 That God fully forgives ALL our sins and gives us peace. 

 That God accepts us individually. 

 He accepts our love and worship and the manner in which we express it. 

This woman showed her love for the Lord by her weeping, her kissing His feet, and 
her anointing them with a precious perfume. She loved much because she had 
been forgiven much. 
 
Do we really Love the Lord Jesus Christ? 



 

5 

How do we show our love? Or do we show it at all? We have all been forgiven 
much. The Lord gave His life for us. All he wants from us is that we live for Him 
day by day. 

2 Cor. 5:15  He (Jesus) died for everyone so that those who receive his new life 
will no longer live for themselves. Instead, they will live for Christ, who died and 
was raised for them. 

Maybe for you the way to live for Him today is to forgive someone that you have 
not been able to forgive. 

Colossians 3:13  Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may 
have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. (for Jesus sake) 

COMMUNION AND PRAYERS                         
 
1 John 1:9  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins 
and purify us from all unrighteousness.   

God has provided a way for us to continue to have close fellowship with Him. Our 
relationship is not broken when we sin; we still are His children. But we do not feel 
close. We do not feel like reading scripture or praying. Even coming to worship 
seems to be tiresome. God wants fellowship with Him restored because he loves us. 

“Confess” means to agree with God that what you have done is sin. As long as we 
keep calling “sins” mistakes and sicknesses; as long as we keep blaming everything 
on our background, on what someone else has done to us, we will never take re-
sponsibility for our own actions and responses. That is why God requires that we 
agree with Him that our PROBLEM is sin. 

God can forgive sin because the penalty is paid. That is why He is JUST. And He 
WILL forgive because He has promised to. That is why He is faithful. 

But even when we confess, we often do not FEEL forgiven, do we? That is why we 
say to the Lord:  “With an act of my will I accept your forgiveness. Now I ask you 
Lord to handle my emotions.”  Do you have something you cannot seem to forgive 
yourself for? Do you think, “If people ever knew what I did!” Or “How could I ever 
have done that?” 

Satan is called the “accuser of believers.” He is the one who wants you to be crip-
pled by guilt, not Jesus. Jesus shed His blood to give you a clear conscience so that 
you may “go in peace,” just as He told this woman in today’s scripture. Tell Jesus 
you accept His forgiveness and rejoice that then, Jesus, has blotted it out from your 
“record”! 
 
SONG OF RESPONSE   The Lord’s Prayer               
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BLESSING                    
 
CLOSING MUSIC        Amazing Grace      Teri McKibben 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me. 
I once was lost, but now I'm found, was blind, but now I see. 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear and grace my fears relieved; 
how precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed. 

 
2 Corinthians 9:8  And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all 
things at all times…you will abound in every good work!  
           


