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February 20, 2022 
“So That You May Know” 

Luke 12:13-21-A Parable About a Rich Fool 
WORSHIP NOTES 

 
IT’S SUNDAY VIDEO          
 
PREPARATION MUSIC   Where Charity and Love Are       Teri McKibben 

Where charity and love are, God is there. 
Christ's love has gathered us into one. 
Let us rejoice and be pleased in Him. 

Let us fear, and let us love, the living God. 
And may we love each other with a sincere heart. 

Where charity and love are, God is there. 
As we are gathered into one body, 

Beware, lest we be divided in mind. 
Let evil impulses stop, let controversy cease, 

And may Christ our God be in our midst. 
 
This prelude calls to mind “the Love Chapter” 1st Corinthians 13.  Just as this pas-
sage suggests, Jesus told one man to sell all of his possessions and give the pro-
ceeds to the poor (Mark 10:17-27).  Apparently, He felt that doing so would bring 
eternal profit to the man.  But the fellow could not bear to part with his goods.  At 
least he was honest enough to turn away, even if in sadness, rather than fake love 
and end up with nothing.  Sooner or later, all must answer the questions that this 
man asked Jesus:  What shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?  Jesus’ response:  
there is nothing you can do, only God can give eternal life, but he gives it freely 
and graciously to those who follow him.  It can be especially difficult for those 
with financial resources—a competing offer that’s very attractive.          
         
WELCOME VIDEO        
 
WELCOME AND PRAYERS              
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP          
Leader: Rejoice in the Lord always! Again, I say, Rejoice! 
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People: May our gentleness be evident to all people; The Lord is near! 
Leader: Do not be anxious about anything. But through prayer and peti-
tion, with thanksgiving, make your requests known to God. 
People: And the peace of God which surpasses all understanding will 
guard our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
In today’s passage from Luke 12: 13-21, we have one who is con-
cerned about his inheritance, and we have another concerned about 
storing his abundance of crops and goods.  This Call to Worship is a 
familiar passage from Philippians 4:4-8 and instructs us to “not be anx-
ious about anything, but through prayer and petition, with thanksgiv-
ing, to make your requests known to God…and the peace of God will 
guard our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.”   
 
Prayer:  Lord, thank you for providing prayer as an antidote to fretful-
ness.  When my heart is full of anxiety, I can see only my limitation.  I 
cannot find your peace.  But when my heart is full of thanksgiving, I 
can see your every provision; your peace is unavoidable.  So, in re-
sponse to your generous invitation, I bring my thoughts, one by one, 
into captivity to the obedience of your Son.  I focus my heart and mind 
on the virtue of Jesus Christ.  I cast all my cares upon you.  I receive 
in return your incomparable gift of peace.   
 
*SONG OF PRAISE Great is Thy Faithfulness                

Vs1 
Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father, 

there is no shadow of turning with thee; 
thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not; 

as thou hast been thou forever wilt be. 
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed thy hand hath provided 
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

Vs2 
Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, 

Sun, moon and stars in their courses above 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 

To thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. 
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
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All I have needed thy hand hath provided 
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

Vs3 
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

Thy own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed thy hand hath provided 
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 
Again, as we consider the person in Luke 12:13-15 concerned about 
receiving his inheritance, it is wonderful to know that our Father is 
the God of all creation.  Our Father is the Provider who feeds and 
clothes all of nature.  Our Father rules over an unshakeable kingdom 
that we are inheriting, and the riches of heaven have been set aside 
for us.  Today, in worship, we praise you, our dear Father---YOU are 
our greatest treasure.  You are an endless supply of all that I need for 
life and godliness.  This hymn helps us remember:  All I have needed 
thy hand hath provided, Great is Thy Faithfulness, Lord unto me!   
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Apostles’ Creed)                        
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 
Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He 
descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He 
shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 
catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
The Apostle’s Creed is a condensed “theological system“ that reflects 
what is right for a follower of Jesus Christ to believe. Some of the 
creedal items have several Bible verses that support them, some only 
a few. For the sake of brevity here are a few the you may review.   
1. I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
(Deuteronomy 6:4) (Gen 1:1) 
2. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. (John 3:16) 
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3. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the 
Virgin Mary. (Luke 1:26-38) 
4. Under Pontius Pilate, He was crucified, died, and was buried. (Luke 
23:23-25) 
5. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. (1 Peter 
3:18-20) (1 Cor. 15:3-5) 
6. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. (Mark 16:19) 
7. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. (2 Timothy 4:1) 
8. I believe in the Holy Spirit, (John 15:26) 
9. the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, (1 Cor 12:12-
13) (Revelation 8:3-4) 
10. the forgiveness of sins, (Matthew 6:14-15) 
11. the resurrection of the body, (John 6:35-40) 
12. and the life everlasting. (1 John 5:11-12) 
 
*GLORY BE TO THE FATHER                                                 

Glory be to the Father,and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost, 
As it was in the beginning,is now and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen, amen. 
Prayer:  Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of 
God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his 
ways!  “For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his 
counselor?”  “Or who has given a gift to him that he might be 
repaid?”For from him and through him and to him are all things. To 
him be glory forever. Amen. Romans 11:33-36 (ESV)  

Having come into worship, praising him and confessing what we 
believe, what he has done, what he is for us now, and what he 
promises to do for us, our natural and proper response is to glorify 
him, to respond with an outburst if you will of praise, a doxology, just 
as Paul did in response to the doctrine he presented in Romans 1-11. 

The Gloria Patri is a doxology, a short ascription of praise, which has 
been used for centuries in Eastern and Western church: All glory to 
God and may his glory continue. Doxologies typically follow prayers in 
the Bible, including the Lord’s Prayer (Matt. 6:13, in some 
manuscripts). They also follow benedictions (Heb. 13:20-21, Jude 25), 
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and are found at the end of many psalms (see Psalm 8, 41, 68, 72, 
103, 135). In fact, all of Psalm 150 is a doxology, which is a fitting end 
to the entire book. They are frequent in the letters of Paul (Rom. 
16:27, Gal. 1:5, Eph. 3:21) and elsewhere in the New Testament (1 
Pet. 4:11). Worship, as John saw it in his heavenly vision, was 
scattered throughout with doxologies (Rev. 1:5-6, 5:13, 7:12, 15:3, 
19:6-7). 

 The Gloria Patri has traditionally followed the reading of the Psalter. 
A doxology has been sung at the end of the Psalter reading since the 
very early church, and can be traced back to worship in the temple 
and synagogue in ancient Israel. Each of the five books of the Psalms 
ends with a doxology, and as noted above Psalm 150 is itself a 
doxology. It signifies that the praise given in the psalms is directed to 
the Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who are equal in power 
and glory. Such doxologies also usually refer to the eternity of God and 
the universality of his praise. The Gloria Patri has traditionally been 
used as this doxology, following the reading of the Psalms, since the 
early church. 

SONG      God of Love, God of Mercy           
God of love, God of mercy, how we magnify your name.  Source of hope, source of 
comfort, you’re forevermore the same, Giver of life abundant and eternal, soon 
we’ll see you face to face.  You are Savior, Lord and Master, God of grace.  Ev’ry 
good and perfect gift comes from God above.  But we could never comprehend 
the depth of his glorious love.  He hears his children’s voices; he knows our ev’ry 
need and with loving care he guides us as we follow where he leads.  God of love, 
God of mercy, how we magnify your name.  Source of hope, source of comfort, 
you’re forevermore the same.  Giver of life abundant and eternal, soon we’ll see 
you face to face.  You are Savior, Lord and Master, God of grace. All that we 
have is because of his grace, through Jesus, our Savior, who died in our place, 
then rose from the grave with the power to save forever.  God of love, God of 
mercy, how we magnify your name.  Source of hope, source of comfort, you’re 
forevermore the same, Giver of life abundant and eternal, soon we’ll see you 
face to face.  You are Savior, Lord and Master, God of grace, amazing grace.  
You are Savior, Lord and Master, God of grace.     

In light of today’s message from Luke 12: 13-21, today’s anthem 
reminds us that:  God is the source of hope, source of comfort; giver 
of life and grace.  That ev’ry good and perfect gift comes from God 
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above,  he knows our ev’ry need and with loving care he guides us as 
we follow.  God is the source of hope, source of comfort, he is the 
giver of life abundant and eternal.  In response to God’s generous 
mercy and grace, and every good gift, we declare to God of love, God 
of mercy, that we magnify your name---that you O God are Savior, 
Lord and Master, God of grace.     

SCRIPTURE AND MESSAGE                        
So That You May Know:  A Parable about a Rich Fool 
Luke 12:13-21 
 
Jesus is pointing toward a correct attitude toward the accumulation of 
wealth.  Life is more than material goods; far more important is our 
relationship with God.  Jesus put his finger on the questioner’s heart 
in Luke 12.  When we bring problems to God in prayer, he often does 
the same---showing us how we need to change and grow in our atti-
tude toward the problem.  This is often a different, but more effective 
answer than we are looking for.  In Luke 12:16-21 the man in Jesus’ 
story died before he could begin to use what was stored in his big 
barns.  Planning for life before death is wise, but neglecting life after 
death is disastrous.  If you accumulate wealth only to enrich yourself, 
with no concern for helping others, you will enter eternity empty-
handed.  Read Luke 12:33.  Money used as an end in itself quickly 
traps us and cuts us off from both God and the needy.  The key to us-
ing money wisely is to see how much we can use for God’s purposes, 
not how much we can accumulate for ourselves.  Does God’s love 
touch your wallet?  Does your money free you to help others?  If so, 
you are storing up lasting treasures in heaven.   
 
PRAYERS                             
 
SONG OF RESPONSE             

1 All people that on earth do dwell, 
sing to the Lord with cheerful voice; 

him serve with joy, his praise forth tell, 
come ye before him and rejoice. 

 
2 The Lord, ye know, is God indeed; 

without our aid he did us make; 
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We are his folk, he doth us feed, 
and for his sheep he doth us take. 

 
3 O enter then his gates with praise, 
approach with joy his courts unto; 

praise, laud and bless his name always, 
for it is seemly so to do. 

 
4 For why? The Lord our God is good, 

his mercy is forever sure; 
His truth at all times firmly stood, 
and shall from age to age endure. 

 
Prayer:  We thank you and we praise you, faithful God.  By your power 
at work within us, may we cheerfully proclaim your goodness, selfless-
ly show your love, and joyfully come into your presence.  You are our 
God.  We are your people now and always.  Hallelujah!   
 
This hymn is based on Psalm 100, a call to praise and serve God.  It 
notes that obedience to God’s kingly rule is an experience of joy and 
celebrates not only that God made us but also that we belong to God.  
It celebrates the enduring quality of God’s covenant love to all genera-
tions!   
 
BLESSING         
 
CLOSING MUSIC      All People That on Earth Do Dwell     Teri McKibben 

For why? The Lord our God is good, His mercy is forever sure; His truth at all 
times firmly stood, and shall from age to age endure. 

 
 
 
 


