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March 13, 2022 
“So That You May Know” 

Luke 14:25-35  The Costs of Discipleship 
Shawn Barkley 

 
IT’S SUNDAY VIDEO           
 
 
PREPARATION MUSIC    Sleepers Wake!    
“Sleepers, wake!” A voice astounds us.  The shout of rampart guards surrounds us: 
“Awake, Jerusalem, arise!” Midnight’s peace their cry has broken, their urgent 
summons clearly spoken: “The time has come, O maidens wise!  Rise up, and give 
us light.  The Bridegroom is in sight. Alleluia! Your lamps prepare and hasten there, 
that you the wedding feast may share.” 
 
Read:  Romans 13:11—And do this, understanding the occasion. The hour has come 
for you to wake up from your slumber, for our salvation is nearer now than when 
we first believed.  Our recent scripture (Luke 12: 35-45) taught us to be watchful 
as does this song.  This Sunday (Luke 14: 25-35) we learn Jesus asks for our total 
sacrifice.   
 
WELCOME VIDEO           
  
WELCOME AND PRAYERS           
 
CALL TO WORSHIP (Romans 13:11-14 MSG)     
Let us not get so absorbed and exhausted in taking care of all our day-by-
day obligations that we lose track of the time and doze off, oblivious to 
God. The night is about over, dawn is about to break. Be up and awake to 
what God is doing! God is putting the finishing touches on the salvation 
work he began when we first believed. We can’t afford to waste a min-ute, 
must not squander these precious daylight hours in frivolity and indul-
gence, in sleeping around and dissipation, in bickering and grabbing every-
thing in sight. Get out of bed and get dressed! Don’t loiter and linger, 
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waiting until the very last minute. Dress yourselves in Christ, and be up and 
about! 
 
Paul tells us that as Christians we are all “morning people.” The time is 
just before dawn, the sky is brightening, the alarm is ringing, day is at 
hand. It is time to rouse our minds from slumber, to be alert to what 
God is doing in the world, and to live in accordance with God’s coming 
salvation. 
 
SONG OF PRAISE          Build My Life   
(sorry this is going to be long, but the song is surprisingly profound to be 
so simple and repetitive!) 
 

I will build my life upon your love, it is a firm foundation. 
I will put my trust in you alone and I will not be shaken. 

Life rarely behaves with our plans. It is usually the uncertainty, the not 
knowing, the trials that reveal what we’ve been standing on the whole 
time (what we’ve put our trust in) 

 Metaphorically, when you sing this song, you are looking up to 
worship God but at the same time you are also looking down to 
keep your footing 

 What am I standing on? Is it my career, my image (or persona), is 
it money? Those things aren’t steady – they don’t provide a firm 
foundation 

 The invitation from Jesus is to put your feet on the rock and find 
strength in him 

Luke 6:46-49  6 “Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and yet don’t do what I tell 
you? 47 Anyone who comes to me and listens to my words and obeys them—I 
will show you what he is like. 48 He is like a man who, in building his house, dug 
deep and laid the foundation on rock. The river overflowed and hit that house 
but could not shake it, because it was well built. 49 But anyone who hears my 
words and does not obey them is like a man who built his house without laying 
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a foundation; when the flood hit that house it fell at once—and what a terrible 
crash that was!” 

In Jesus’ day building a house was a strenuous exercise. Everything had to 
be done by hand. It required an enormous effort.  They couldn’t really 
build during winter because it was too wet so they had to build in summer 

 The problem was the high clay content in the soil combined with 
the heat made digging extremely hard going 

 It would have been tempting to simply build on top of the clay 
soil 

 The ground certainly seemed hard enough in the heat of summer 
 But when the winter rains came the soil went soft and washed 

away 
 So if the foundations didn’t go down deep enough (all the way to 

base rock) the house would fall. 

The clay soil which seems hard in summer but washes away in winter rep-
resents the lies we sometimes believe and build our lives on 

 While the bed rock represents the teaching of Jesus – steadfast & 
true 

Jesus says in this parable that those who hear his teaching and obey it are 
like the man who digs down to lay his foundation on rock 

 The implication being that it is not enough simply to hear and 
agree with what Jesus says – we also need to do what Jesus says 

 And doing what Jesus says – loving our enemies, not judging oth-
ers, being honest with ourselves, and forgiving – all of that is the 
hard part 

 Like digging down through baked clay it is difficult 
 Difficult yes – but also necessary if we don’t want to come to ruin. 
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One of the more obvious things to note in this parable is that there is a 
storm and it hits both houses 

 The implication is that when we follow Jesus and align our lives 
with his teaching, we still face storms, we still suffer in a whole va-
riety of ways 

 The difference is that God brings us strong through the storm 

But this is not all there is to the parable. Jesus’ Jewish listeners would have 
heard more…In Isaiah 28 God says through the prophet… 

 I am placing in Zion a foundation that is firm and strong. In it I am 
putting a solid corner-stone on which are written the words, ‘Faith 
that is firm is also patient.’ Justice will be the measuring-line for the 
foundation, and honesty will be its plumb-line. 

Zion is a reference to Jerusalem 

 In the temple in Jerusalem (in the holy of holies) there was a spe-
cial foundation stone on which the Ark of the Covenant used to 
sit 

 When the ark was taken away the priests put a fire pan on the 
foundation 

 The fire pan burned incense – a symbol of the people’s prayers to 
God. 

When Jesus told the parable of the two builders he was really saying… 

 I am the firm & strong foundation stone promised by Isaiah 
 Build on me and my words and you will not be shaken 

Now this was an incredible thing to declare 
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 Jesus was saying that the new temple, promised by God 700 hun-
dred years earlier, was not going to be a building but a person 
and that he (Jesus) is that person  

In Paul’s letter to the Ephesians the apostle writes… 

You, too, are built upon the foundation laid by the apostles and prophets, the 
cornerstone being Christ Jesus himself. He is the one who holds the whole 
building together and makes it grow into a sacred temple dedicated to the 
Lord. In union with him you too are being built together with all the others into 
a place where God lives through his Spirit. 

When we build our lives on the firm foundation of Christ, we too become 
part of that new temple promised by God 

 The temple is a place of reconciliation – a place where sacrifices 
are offered and peace is made   

 The temple is also the place of God’s presence – a place where his 
Spirit dwells and people are close to God 

 When we build our lives on Christ we become God’s sacred and 
holy people. 

Returning to this “simple” song:   

 The foundation Jesus had in mind was his teaching or his ‘words’, 
whereas this song describes the foundation as, ‘your love’, mean-
ing God’s love for us in Christ 

 Although the song is using a bit of poetic license here -– Jesus’ 
teaching is an expression of his love. 

 In fact, Jesus’ message (his word) was, love God and love your 
neighbor 

 Before we can do what Jesus teaches we must first know we are 
loved by God – love and grace come before obedience 

 Our obedience to God’s word (as embodied in Christ) needs to 
grow out of love for God, not out of fear or guilt 



 

6 

The idea of God’s love being a firm foundation on which to build our lives 
is found in Ephesians 3, where Paul talks about putting our roots down 
deep into the soil of God’s marvelous love 

 So we can sing this bridge with confidence, knowing it is based in 
the wisdom of Scripture. 

Worthy of every song: 

if the bridge of the song is about looking down to keep our foot-
ing then the verses are about looking up to worship God. 

Verse 1 repeats the word worthy three times 

 The term ‘worship’ comes from an old English word meaning 
‘worth-ship’. Worship is about ascribing worth 

 We make the effort to get out of bed on a Sunday morning and 
come to church to sing songs of praise to God because he is 
worth it 

 Francis Chan is quoted as saying…His perfect holiness, by defini-
tion, assures us our words can’t contain Him. Isn’t it a comfort to 
worship a God we cannot exaggerate. 

 The last verse of the gospel of John, where the apostle says… 
 Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were written 

down, I suppose that even the whole world would not have room for 
the books that would be written.    

Worthy of every song we could ever sing 

Worthy of all the praise we could ever bring 

 That’s a way of saying, our words can’t contain God; our praise 
can never really do justice to God; even the whole world would 
not have enough room for all the books that could be written 
about the Lord’s deeds. 
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And for those who may be thinking, ‘Yea, but worship is more than sing-
ing’, this song is way ahead of you, because the very next line is… 

 Worthy of every breath we could ever breathe, we live for you. 
 The idea here is that worship isn’t just something we do in church 

on a Sunday. Worship is like breathing – it is threaded through all 
of life. 

 Worship is primarily about how we live 

We live for you, picks up Paul’s thought in Romans 12 where he says… 

 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to 
offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God – this is 
your spiritual act of worship. 

 We try to live our lives in a way that pleases God because he is 
worth it 

 Living for God ties in with what Jesus was saying in Luke 6, about 
obedience to his teaching 

 ‘We live for you’ Lord is another way of saying, ‘I will build my life 
on your love’. 

This song uses both plural and singular pronouns 

 The words, we live for you, reminds us that worship isn’t just an in-
dividual thing. It’s something we do in community with other be-
lievers 

 At the same time the words in the bridge, I will build my life, re-
mind us that worship involves a personal commitment. 

 Worship is both we and I – it is both public and personal    

Verse 2:   

 Jesus a name above every other name. 
 Jesus’ name is both his reputation and his integrity 
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 This is a direct quote from Philippians 2, verse 9, where the apos-
tle Paul writes about imitating the humility of Christ… 

5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mind-set as Christ Je-
sus: 6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God some-
thing to be used to his own advantage; 7 rather, he made himself nothing 
by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 8 And be-
ing found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient 
to death—even death on a cross! 

9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is 
above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue acknowledge 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

The thing that makes Jesus’ name great, the reason God gave Jesus a 
name that is above every other name, is that Jesus was obedient to God. 

 The foundation of Jesus’ life was loving obedience to God the Fa-
ther 

 Once again this connects with the bridge of the song – the build-
ing of our life gets it integrity, it’s strength, from loving obedience 
to Christ. 

The second line in verse 2; Jesus, the only one that could ever save, is a refer-
ence to the Christian doctrine that salvation from sin and death is found in 
Christ alone (Solo Christo) 

 This doctrine comes from Martin Luther, the great church re-
former of the 16th Century, who got it from his understanding of 
the New Testament 

 For example, where Jesus says to his disciples… 
 “I am the way the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father ex-

cept through me.” 
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 Salvation through Christ alone is an unpopular belief in contem-
porary society – so verse 2 is quite a provocative line to sing 

Holy, there is no one like you: 

And so we come to the chorus 

 If the verses look up in worship of God and the bridge looks 
down at where we are standing, then the chorus looks both in to 
the heart and out to our neighbor. 

Holy, there is no one like you, there is none beside you, open up my eyes in 
wonder… 

The word holy means ‘set apart’. To be holy is to be different, special, sa-
cred 

 Jesus is unique. He is beyond compare. 
 Holiness goes together with wonder 
 Wonder is a feeling of amazement and admiration, caused by 

something beautiful, remarkable, or unfamiliar – something holy 
in other words 

The thing is, not everyone recognizes Jesus’ holiness 

 To many of the people of his day Jesus appeared to be like any-
one else 

 Jesus’ holiness, his glory, is hidden at first – we need our eyes 
opened in wonder so we can appreciate just who he is. 

In John chapter 1, Philip says to Nathanael, ‘Look, we’ve found the Mes-
siah. Come and meet him. He is Jesus son of Joseph, from Nazareth.’ 

 And Nathanael replies, “Can anything good come from Naza-
reth?” 
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 Imagine Nathanael despised anything false or pretentious. He 
had no patience for the games people play and wasn’t too both-
ered by who he offended, so long as he spoke the truth 

 People like Nathanael don’t make great diplomats – they may 
come across as a bit rude, a bit blunt, and are therefore often 
misunderstood 

 Nevertheless, Nathanael goes with Philip anyway. 
 When Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, he said about him, 

“Here is a real Israelite; there is nothing false in him!” 
 Jesus could see into Nathanael’s heart and that touches Nathan-

ael – he says to Jesus, “How do you know me?” 
 Perhaps for the first time in his life Nathanael felt truly under-

stood and accepted for who he was. Jesus gets me. 
 Jesus’ wise insight and acceptance opens Nathanael’s eyes in 

wonder 
 Nathanael declares, “Teacher,” you are the Son of God! You are 

the King of Israel!” 

It has been said, ‘We are perishing for lack of wonder, not for lack of won-
ders.’  

 Perhaps this means that God is doing wonderful things all the 
time, all around us, we just don’t have the sense of wonder that is 
needed to appreciate them  

 The wonder of God, the beauty of his holiness, his goodness, is 
the inspiration for our worship 

The second part of the chorus reads… 

 Show me who you are and fill me with your heart, 
 And lead me in your love to those around me. 

‘Fill me with your heart’ is a significant thing to say 
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 To be filled with God’s heart is to be filled with His love – while 
God’s love is a good thing, to be filled with it is also a painful 
thing. God’s love comes with suffering – so this is a brave line to 
sing 

 To be filled with God’s heart is also to be filled the Spirit of Jesus 
 These words are talking about intimacy with God, through Jesus 
 It is as we abide in Christ (the vine) that we bear the fruit of love 

for our neighbors 
 It is as we build our life on Christ that we find the strength to love 

those around us. 

Conclusion: 

 Whatever storm you may be facing, whatever uncertainty you 
may be going through, Jesus provides a firm foundation.    

 
 
 
SCRIPTURE AND MESSAGE                   
So That You May Know:   
Luke 14:25-35 
In this passage, Jesus calls people to a kind of discipleship that is not 
cheap, not easy, and not to be entered into without deep consideration 
of the consequences and costs. This passage speaks to the importance 
of loyalty and allegiance to Jesus over all other competing loyalties, 
including family, self-interest, and possessions. 
 
While emphases in the earlier part of Luke 14 on the redemption and 
freedom that Jesus brings and the inclusive nature of God’s kingdom 
are assumed in this last part of the chapter, those inclusive and redemp-
tive themes should not dull our sense that here in 14:28-33 are some 
difficult sayings of Jesus. We will always prefer preaching and teaching 
about God’s grace, that is, God’s own covenant loyalty to redeem and 
save, but we ought not neglect preaching about the covenant loyalty 
that is expected from us in return. Salvation in Jesus is not merely a 
transaction. It is, at heart, a covenantal relationship. And no relation-
ship lasts without loyal commitments and actions. Because the one who 
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redeems us also calls us into costly discipleship, Jesus’ command to 
“Follow me” is both gift and demand. 
 
PRAYERS                      
 
SONG OF RESPONSE     I Will Follow      

Intro Chorus 
Where You go, I’ll go, where You stay, I’ll stay 

Where You move, I’ll move, I will follow 
Verse 1 

All Your ways are good, all Your ways are sure 
I will trust in You alone 

Higher than my sight, high above my life 
I will trust in You alone, in You alone 

Chorus 
Where You go, I’ll go, where You stay, I’ll stay 

Where You move, Ill move, I will follow You 
Who You love, I’ll love, how You serve I’ll serve 

If this life I lose, I will follow You, I will follow You 
Verse 2 

Light unto the world, light unto my life 
I will live for You alone 

You’re the one I seek, knowing I will find 
All I need in You alone in You alone 

Bridge 
In You there’s life everlasting, in You there’s freedom for my soul 

In You there’s joy, unending joy, and I will follow 
 

This song is based from: 
Exodus 13:21-22  By day the Lord went ahead of them in a pillar of 
cloud to guide them on their way and by night in a pillar of fire to give 
them light, so that they could travel by day or night.  Neither the pil-
lar of cloud by day nor the pillar of fire by night left its place in front 
of the people. 
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Luke 18:22  22 When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “You still lack 
one thing. Sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will 
have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” 
 
Mark 1:16-20  16 As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Si-
mon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were 
fishermen. 17 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out 
to fish for people.” 18 At once they left their nets and followed him. 
 
19 When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee 
and his brother John in a boat, preparing their nets. 20 Without delay 
he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with 
the hired men and followed him. 
 
What does it mean to follow Jesus? It means that we lay down our own 
agendas and hopes and dreams, and faithfully obey day by day. It's a 
daily dying to self—the crucifying of our own petty and self-centered 
desires so that we might more clearly reflect Christ to the people 
around us. In the end, it's not about bravado and bold statements. It's 
about simple, ongoing obedience to the words of our Lord. To say 'I 
will follow' is really not so different from saying 'Help me every hour 
to die to my own desires, Jesus, so that you can live more fully 
through me.'" 
 
BLESSING          
 
CLOSING MUSIC   I Will Arise and Go to Jesus   
 

Come, ye thirsty, come and welcome, God's free bounty glorify; 
true belief and true repentance, ev'ry grace that brings you nigh. 

I will rise and go to Jesus! He will save me from my sin. 
By the riches of his merit, there is joy and life in him. 

 
This hymn reminds us Jesus offers us forgiveness from our sin, and we 
must make a conscious decision to “rise, go to, and follow” him!   
 
 
 


