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June 26, 2022 
EXODUS 18-WORSHIP NOTES 

Shawn Barkley 
Flowers from:  George & Donna Robson in Memory of our parents 

IT’S SUNDAY VIDEO               
 
PREPARATION MUSIC         As the Deer (Psalm 42)    

“As the deer pants for the water so my soul longs after you.  You alone 
are my heart's desire and I long to worship you.  You alone are my 
strength, my shield; to you alone may my spirit yield.  You alone are my 
heart's desire and I long to worship you.” 

Take time to read Psalm 42 (Thirsting for God)  & Psalm 43 (Longing for 
a time of worship) Many things can cause us to long for God the way a 
thirsty creature longs for water.  Some believe this psalm was composed 
after the division of the Israelite kingdom, by a Judean in the north who 
was cut off from the temple at Jerusalem.  (Take time to reflect on how 
the recent pandemic caused folks to be “cut-off” from in-person wor-
ship).  Continuing the tone established in Psalm 42, Psalm 43 implores 
God to allow the worshiper to return to Jerusalem and the temple.  
While worship today does not require believers to travel to a certain 
locale, these psalms may be of special comfort for those who somehow 
live lives where freedom of worship (job related, family related, busi-
ness related, health related, other) is somehow compromised.  If you 
are in this situation, reflect on the joy of being with God’s people.  What 
is preventing you from joining in on-site worship this Sunday?  

WELCOME VIDEO        
 
WELCOME AND PRAYERS             
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CALL TO WORSHIP                        
Leader: Moses told his father-in-law Jethro about everything the Lord had 
done to Pharoah and the Egyptians for Israel’s sake and about all the hard-
ships they had met along the way and how the Lord had saved them.   
People:  Empower me, Father, by your Holy Spirit, to tell the glorious 
story of all that you have done through Christ. 
Leader:  Grant us boldness to proclaim the wonder of his saving work.  Give 
us words to share the greatness of your victory and the blessings of your 
guidance and care. 
People:  In every circumstance in which you place me and with each 
new person you bring my way, empower me by your Holy Spirit to be 
your faithful witness for Christ.  
 
A prayer:  An unknown world lies before me.  You have called me from 
my old life and brought me into a whole new reality in Christ.  I step 
forward by faith, counting on your perfect love to guide me.  Your 
steady faithfulness is my constant hope. Having worked in power to re-
deem my life from death, surely you will strengthen and guide my steps 
in life.  Having begun this good work in my life, surely you will carry it 
on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.  
 
SONG  OF PRAISE           O Worship the King (29)        
 

1 O worship the King, all glorious above, 
O gratefully sing his power and his love; 

our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, 
pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise. 

 
2 O tell of his might, O sing of his grace, 

whose robe is the light, whose canopy space. 
his chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form, 

and dark is his path on the wings of the storm. 
 

3 Thy bountiful care, what tongue can recite? 
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light; 

it streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 
and sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 
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4 Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 
in thee do we trust, nor find thee to fail; 

thy mercies how tender, how firm to the end, 
our maker, defender, redeemer, and friend. 

 
Psalm 47:6,7  Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing praise to our King, 
sing praises.  For God is the King of all the earth; sing to him a psalm of 
praise.  True worship is an act by a redeemed person (the creature) 
toward God, the Creator, whereby his will, intellect, and emotions 
gratefully respond to the revelation of God’s person expressed in the 
redemptive work of Jesus Christ,, as the Holy Spirit illuminates the writ-
ten word to his heart!  Consider these names used in this hymn to exalt 
God:  shield, defender, ancient of days, maker, defender, redeemer, 
friend.  Look at the vivid imagery—"pavilioned in splendor, girded with 
praise, robe is the light, canopy is space, chariots of wrath, wings of the 
storm”.   
 
Here’s your assignment.  Identify activities in a church service that 
could be substituted for the worship of God.  Use the text of this hymn 
to create a moment of personal worship between you and God this day!  

 
SONG    How Beautiful Your Songs of Praise 
 

In the stillness of my heart, I will wait for You 
In the silence of my soul, I will speak Your name 

With my voice I will proclaim 
 

How beautiful Your songs of praise,How true and steadfast are Your 
ways, Let all that is within me rise and sing 

How beautiful Your holy name, How marvelous Your saving grave 
That You would call me as Your own,How beautiful 

 
In the movement of a breeze, I can hear You speak 

In the works Your hands have made, Sun and moon and stars. 
I see everything You are. 

How beautiful Your songs of praise, How true and steadfast are Your 
ways, Let all that is within me rise and sing 

How beautiful Your holy name, How marvelous Your saving grave 
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That You would call me as Your own, How beautiful 
 

How beautiful Your songs of praise, How true and steadfast are Your 
ways, Let all that is within me rise and sing 

How beautiful Your holy name, How marvelous Your saving grave 
That You would call me as Your own, How beautiful, 

How beautiful, Beautiful.   
 
This is a choral prayer in praise of God’s sovereign majesty, a song that 
springs from the hearts of all believers.  Supporting scriptures include:   
 
Psalm 66:1-4  Shout for joy to God, all the earth! Sing the glory of his 
name; make his praise glorious.  Say to God, “How awesome are your 
deeds! So great is your power that your enemies cringe before you. All 
the earth bows down to you; they sing praise to you, they sing the 
praises of your name.” 

Ecclesiastes 3: 11-12   He has made everything beautiful in its time. He 
has also set eternity in the human heart; yet no one can fathom what 
God has done from beginning to end. I know that there is nothing better 
for people than to be happy and to do good while they live. 
 
Romans 11:33  Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge 
of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing 
out! 

SCRIPTURE AND MESSAGE                   
EXODUS 
Ex 18 
 
Moses’s father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian, hears what God has 
done for the Israelites. Moses has sent Zipporah and his sons Gershom 
and Eliezer to live with Jethro. When the Israelites are encamped at the 
mountain of God, Jethro brings Zipporah and her sons to see Moses. 
When Jethro hears the full story of how God has delivered the Israelites, 
he blesses the LORD and sacrifices to God; Aaron and the elders eat 
bread with Jethro, too. 
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After a period of struggle and conflict, Moses shares a peaceful interlude 
with Jethro who, though he’s a Midianite (hence not an Israelite), rec-
ognizes God’s power and even worships him. Eating bread with Aaron 
and the elders is a sacred meal representing peaceful fellowship in 
God’s presence.  (We are looking at themes of God’s Identity, Power, 
Redemption and Deliverance).   

The next day, Moses judges cases for the people from morning until 
evening. Jethro asks why Moses does this, and Moses explains that when 
the people have any dispute with one another, they come to him to 
inquire of God on their behalf. Jethro argues that Moses will wear him-
self out. He should continue representing the people before God and 
instructing them in God’s ways, but he should appoint trustworthy men 
to serve as judges over groups of Israelites. The more important cases 
can be brought to Moses, but the burden will be reduced. Moses follows 
this advice, appointing judges over groups of thousands, hundreds, fif-
ties, and tens. 
 
PRAYERS                      
 
SONG OF RESPONSE    Be Still My Soul       

1 Be still, my soul! the Lord is on your side: 
bear patiently the cross of grief or pain; 
leave to your God to order and provide; 
in every change he faithful will remain. 

Be still, my soul! Your best, your heavenly friend 
thro' thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 

 
2 Be still, my soul! Your God will undertake 

to guide the future as he has the past; 
your hope, your confidence let nothing shake; 

all now mysterious shall be bright at last. 
Be still, my soul! The waves and winds still know 
his voice who ruled them while he dwelt below. 

 
Psalm 46:10  “Be still and know that I am God; I will be exalted among 
the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.”  God is always there to help, 
providing refuge, security, and peace.  God’s power is complete and his 
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ultimate victory is certain.  He will not fail to rescue those who love 
him.  God is not merely a temporary retreat, he is our eternal refuge 
and can provide strength whatever we find ourselves facing.   
 
Isaiah 40:31 “They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength”.  
Determine to live by the truth that “the Lord is on your side!”  Remem-
ber that “all now mysterious shall be bright at last—" 
 
BLESSING          
CLOSING MUSIC             O God Beyond All Praising   

O God beyond all praising, we worship you today and sing the love amazing that 
songs cannot repay; for we can only wonder at every gift you send, at blessings 
without number and mercies without end: We lift our hearts before you and wait 
upon your word, we honor and adore you, our great and mighty Lord. 
 
Then hear, O gracious Savior, accept the love we bring, that we who know your 
favor may serve you as our king;  and whether our tomorrows be filled with good or 
ill, we'II triumph through our sorrows and rise to bless you still: To marvel at your 
beauty and glory in your ways, and make a joyful duty our sacrifice of praise. 
  

The final line of the second stanza, “our sacrifice of praise,” come di-
rectly from Psalm 116:17 (I will sacrifice a thank offering to you and 
call on the name of the Lord) and Hebrews 13:15 (Through Jesus, there-
fore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise—the fruit of 
lips that openly profess his name). 

In stanza one, the phrase, “wait upon your word,” echoes Psalm 130:5 
(I wait for the Lord, my whole being waits, and in his word I put my 
hope). 

Another phrase from stanza one, “for we can only wonder at every gift 
you send,” resounds in the spirit of James 1:17 (Every good and perfect 
gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, 
who does not change like shifting shadows).   

SEE YOU IN WORSHIP 
9:30 On-Site 

9:30 On-line (or anytime following) 


