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July 10, 2022 
Isaiah 43:1-7 

Shawn Barkley 
9:25 Play Video 
IT’S SUNDAY VIDEO               On-Line     
 
Teri 
PREPARATION MUSIC        Gather Us In         Teri McKibben, organ 

Here in this place—new light is streaming, now is the darkness vanished away; see in this space 
our fears and our dreamings, brought here to you in the light of the day. Gather us in, the lost 
and forsaken, gather us in, the blind and the lame; call to us now, and we shall awaken, we 
shall arise at the sound of our name. 

This worship song (there are actually 4 stanzas-you may wish to look them up using google 
search) describes a “worshipping community”. In the first stanza, we find that this community 
is one of hope where “new light is streaming.” It is also a community of honesty where we can 
bring both “our fears and our dreamings” into “the light of this day.” This is also a community 
of inclusiveness that includes “the lost and forsaken” and the “blind and the lame.” Regardless 
of who we are, we have an identity in this community as we respond to “the sound of our name” 
(Christian), given at our baptism. 

Stanza two continues a description of this inclusive gathering: young and old, “rich and the 
haughty,” “proud and the strong.” Stanza two also indicates that this is a community that has 
a history and that the purpose of this community is to “be [a] light to the whole human race” 
(Matthew 5:14-16). 

Stanza three articulates that this is a sacramental community where we receive the “wine and 
the water” and “bread of new birth.” This nourishment gives the members of this community 
strength “to be salt for the earth” (Matthew 5:13). The nourishment from this sacramental 
meal has an ethical result as we show compassion and “fashion lives that are holy and hearts 
that are true.” 

 

The concluding stanza clarifies that the work of the kingdom takes place neither “in the dark of 
buildings confining” nor “in some heaven, light years away.” The work of the kingdom takes 
place now in the midst of the gathered, inclusive community. 
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Play Video 
WELCOME VIDEO            On-Line 
 
Shawn will follow the On-Line Welcome Standing Center  
WELCOME AND PRAYERS              Shawn Barkley 
 
tracie 
CALL TO WORSHIP                        Tracie Long  
Leader: Our God is a God of power and strength! 
People:  God has created each of us with tender care. 
Leader:  Our God is a God of majesty and awe! 
People:  God walks with each of us every step of the way. 
Leader:  Our God is a God of glory and wonder! 
People:  God loves each of us with tenderness and passion. 
Leader:  Our God calls us each by name. 
People:  God calls each of us to unite in worship together! 
 
A prayer:  O Lord, my Creator, my Redeemer, my Comforter and Friend, you do love me.  You 
called me by name and saved me.  To think that my name is in your mind and on your lips—-it 
is mercy too deep to fathom.  You have proclaimed from the heavens that I am yours, and that 
you are not ashamed to be mine.  You are my Rock, the anchor of my life.  You never, ever, 
abandon me.  I will cling to you when the floods rise and the fires rage.  I will proclaim to the 
whole world that you are the only, the everlasting, the irresistible God who has redeemed me 
with your own life!   
 
Teri, Congregation 
SONG  OF PRAISE           Praise to the Lord       Congregation 

1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise him, for he is thy health and salvation! 

All ye who hear, 
now to his temple draw near; 

join me in glad adoration! 
 

2 Praise to the Lord, who o'er all things so wondrously reigneth, 
shelters thee under his wings, yea, so gently sustaineth! 

Hast thou not seen 
how thy desires e'er have been 
granted in what he ordaineth? 

 
3 Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee, 

surely his goodness and mercy here daily attend thee. 
Ponder anew 

what the Almighty can do, 
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if with his love he befriend thee. 
 

4 Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him! 
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before him! 

Let the amen 
sound from his people again: 

gladly forever adore him. 
 

Loosely based on Psalm 103:1-6 and Psalm 150, with echoes from other psalms, this is a strong 
hymn of praise to our covenant God, who heals, provides for, and defends us. Let "all that has 
life and breath" sing praise to the Lord!  Remember, praise to God is our “duty and delight” in 
all circumstances of life. 
 
Scott Wilson 
VOCAL ENSEMBLE   Shepherd Me O God            Vocal Ensemble  
Sara Smith, Nan Bongiani, Jane Reinschmidt, Susan James, Scott Wilson, Marty Chambers, Louis 
Ruf, Rich Reinschmidt 
 
This song is based on the beautiful and familiar Psalm 23.  Verse 4 reads: I will fear no evil: for 
thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.  Likewise, today’s scripture from Isaiah 
43:1-7 contains a “message of salvation”, with the repetition of 'Do not fear' in verses 1 and 5 
to emphasize the message of reassurance, that YAHWEH (the Lord!) had made the people of 
Israel part of his family and just as in the past, he is active in delivering them from every kind 
of danger in the future (as his does for us!).  
 
Shawn 
SCRIPTURE AND MESSAGE                                   Shawn Barkley 
Isaiah 43:1-7 
“Justified” 

The history of ancient Israel was framed by flood and fire---the “flood” of the Exodus from 
Egypt and the “fire” of the Babylonian exile.  Isaiah combines in parallel, poetic fashion these 
twin themes of exodus and exile that are so central to Israel’s self-understanding (Is 43:2).  The 
“waters” suggest the Red Sea, which the Lord parted so that the nation could cross and escape 
from Egypt (Ex 14:21-22).  Likewise, the “rivers” recall the Jordan River, which the Lord also 
parted in order for the people to enter Canaan (Josh 3:14-17).  The “fire” reflects the siege fires 
that burned Jerusalem ( 2 Kin. 25:8-10) and symbolically, the seventy years that the people of 
Judah spent in Babylon.  Perhaps you have been through experiences of flood or fire, either 
literal or symbolic.  In what ways was God with you?  How did he preserve you?  Or are you 
still in the midst of trial?  If so, tell a fellow believer about your need, and ask for prayer that 
God will supply you with the resources to meet the challenge.  
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Shawn 
PRAYERS                       Shawn Barkley 
 
Teri, Congregation 
SONG OF RESPONSE         How Firm a Foundation                    Congregation 
 

 1 How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, 
is laid for your faith in his excellent Word! 

What more can he say than to you he hath said, 
to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled? 

 
2 "Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed, 

for I am thy God, and will still give thee aid; 
I'll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand, 

upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand. 
 

5 "The soul that on Jesus still leans for repose, 
I will not, I will not desert to its foes; 

that soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake, 
   I'll never, no, never, no, never forsake!"     
 
Hebrews 13:6  So we say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid.  What 
can man do to me?”  In stanza one, the sure foundation of the Christian faith is established as 
being the World of God.  This question is posed: what more can God do that provide his very 
WORD as a completed revelation of himself to us?  The verses of this hymn personalize prom-
ises from God’s word: 
 

• Is 41:10  Fear not, I am with you be not dismayed for I am your God 
• Is 43:2  When you pass through the waters, I will be with you. 
• 2 Cor 12:9  My grace is sufficient for you, my strength is made perfect in weakness. 
• Hebrews 13:5  I will never leave you, nor forsake you.   

                               
Shawn 
BLESSING             Shawn Barkley 
 
Teri  
CLOSING MUSIC    O God, Our Help in Ages Past             Teri McKibben, organ 



5 

O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, our shelter from the stormy blast, and 
our eternal home! 

The hymn is a reminder of God’s faithfulness throughout the past and his sure promises for our 
future.  As we leave worship today, we can live confidently in the assurance that the one who 
has directed our steps to this moment of time is worthy of our complete trust for the days 
ahead.  

 

 


