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WORSHIP NOTES 
July 17, 2022 

Go Serve! 
Tracie Long 

 
IT’S SUNDAY VIDEO                     
 
PREPARATION MUSIC           Rejoice the Lord is King!        

Rejoice, the Lord is King: your Lord and King adore! Rejoice, give thanks and sing, and triumph 
evermore.  Lift up your heart, Lift up your voice! Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!   Our Lord, the 
Savior reigns, the God of truth and love; when he has purged our stains, he took his seat 
above; Lift up your heart, lift up your voice!  Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!  Rejoice in glorious 
hope!  Our Lord the judge shall come and take His servants up to their eternal home: Lift up 
your heart, lift up your voice, rejoice, again I say, rejoice!  Lift up your voice, rejoice, again I 
say, I say, rejoice!  
 
Today’s theme is GO SERVE! One of the ways we SERVE the Lord is to minister to the Lord in 
praise and worship.   After Jesus was tempted in the desert, “angels came and ministered to 
him.” Scripture is getting at is the angels attending to his needs. They were serving him. That 
is how we can “minister” to Jesus – by serving Him, whether present in our brothers & sisters, 
or receiving our thanks and praise offered to Him in the context of worship.  Worship is both 
God’s gift to us, and our way of offering back to Him what he deserves (praise, thanksgiving, 
adoration).   We serve and minister to Jesus when we serve and minister to others, i.e. 
family, community, church, coworkers, etc.  We pray “I offer You my prayers, works, joys, and 
sufferings of this day”.  Our whole lives are an offering or “ministering to Jesus” by way of our 
service and interactions with others. Jesus described the Final Judgement with the King an-
swering those before him saying, “Truly I say to you, whatsoever you did for one of the least 
of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me… 
 
WELCOME VIDEO              
 
WELCOME                        
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CALL TO WORSHIP                                     
Leader: Today we gather in worship as a community led by God’s Spirit. 
People:  Your way, O God, is holy. 
Leader:  Pick up the mantle of faith and follow Christ today. 
People:  Your way, O God, is holy. 
Leader:  Listen, pray, and believe. 
People:  Your way, O God, is holy. 
Leader:   We have each been fashioned for a unique purpose; each been given unique gifts; 
each been blessed with varying abilities.  
People:  In worship, we choose to be transformed by God’s love. We choose to fully share in 
the vision of a community led by the Spirit—a community of love, gentleness, self-control, 
joy, patience, peace, faithfulness, kindness, and generosity. When we follow Christ, we take 
up his mantle, moving forward together, all saying:  “I will follow you wherever you go.” 
 
This call to worship is “after Galatians 5”.  Here is a prayer:  Lord, open my eyes, and help me 
to recognize my neighbors.  Open my heart so I can feel their suffering and understand their 
needs.  Help me to see that my freedom in you is actually a yoke of service to the “others” 
you have place in my life.  Help me to honor you by honoring them.  Seal this assignment in 
the center of my soul.  Lord, so that every day I may love my neighbor more, and in doing so, I 
may love you more as well.   

 
SONG  OF PRAISE     Love Divine, All Loves Excelling  

1 Love divine, all loves excelling, joy of heaven to earth come down, 
fix in us thy humble dwelling, all thy faithful mercies crown. 

Jesus, thou art all compassion, pure, unbounded love thou art; 
Visit us with thy salvation, enter every trembling heart. 

 
2 Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit into every troubled breast; 

Let us all in thee inherit, let us find the promised rest. 
Take away the love of sinning, Alpha and Omega be; 

End of faith, as its beginning, set our hearts at liberty. 
 

3 Come, Almighty to deliver, let us all thy life receive; 
Suddenly return, and never, nevermore thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy hosts above, 
pray and praise thee without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love. 
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The act of singing a hymn is actually fairly work intensive and we can be so fo-
cused on getting the melody, the pitch, staying at the same tempo as others, 
etc., that we totally miss the meaning and significance of the hymn.  In light of 
“GO SERVE!”,  here we find: 1.  Jesus has come from heaven, to offer us his pure 
unbounded love and salvation.  2.  Jesus gives us the gift of His Holy Spirit.  The 
Holy Spirit leads us and empowers our lives in Christ giving us “perfect rest” as 
we are set free from our sin.  3.  The Holy Spirit indwells in us, empowers God’s 
word in our lives, and empowers us to serve both God and our neighbors.  
 
MEN’S ENSEMBLE  Great is Thy Faithfulness       

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father. There is no shadow of turning with Thee.  Thou 
changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not.  As Thou hast been, Thou forever will be. 

Great is Thy faithfulness, great is Thy faithfulness, morning by morning new mercies I see. 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided, great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me. 

 
Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, sun, moon and stars in their courses above. 

Join with all nature in manifold witness to Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.  Great is 
Thy faithfulness, great is Thy faithfulness, morning by morning new mercies I see.  All I have 

needed Thy hand hath provided, great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me. 
 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, thy own dear presence to cheer and to guide.  
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, blessings all mine with ten thousand be-
side.  Great is Thy faithfulness, great is Thy faithfulness.  Morning by morning new mercies I 
see.  All I have needed Thy hand hath provided.  Great is Thy faithfulness, great is Thy faith-

fulness.  Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me 
 
God is faithful to us and each morning offers us anew his mercy and love.  His pardon, peace 
and presence cheer us and guide us and give us strength to serve God and our neighbors.   
 
SCRIPTURE AND MESSAGE                                 
Go Serve! 
Scripture:  Galatians 5:13-15 and 16-22. 
The Spirit produces character traits, not specific actions.  We can’t go out and do 
these things, and we can’t obtain them by trying to get them.  If we want the 
fruit of the Spirit to develop in our lives, we must recognize that all of these 
characteristics are found in Christ.  Thus, the way to grow them is to join our 
lives to his (see John 15:4,5).  We must know him, love him, remember him, imi-
tate him.  The result will be that we will fulfill the intended purpose of the law---
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loving God and others.  Which of these qualities most needs further develop-
ment in your life?   
 
PRAYERS                        
 
SONG OF RESPONSE         God of Grace and God of Glory  
 

1 God of grace and God of glory, on your people pour your pow’r; 
crown your ancient Church’s story, bring its bud to glorious flow’r. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage for the facing of this hour, 
for the facing of this hour. 

 
3 Heal your children’s warring madness; bend our pride to your control; 

shame our wanton, selfish gladness, rich in things and poor in soul. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage lest we miss your kingdom’s goal, 

lest we miss your kingdom’s goal. 
 

4 Save us from weak resignation to the evils we deplore; 
let the gift of your salvation be our glory evermore. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage serving you whom we adore, 
Serving you whom we adore. 

 
This is such a good hymn to help us put our work and service into a proper Godly perspective. 
As we go about making plans, devising initiatives, creating service opportunities, measuring 
growth, this hymn reminds us: 
 

 God offers us grace, God allows us to view and even “participate in” the shadow of his 
Glory. 

 God is the one who through his Spirit EMPOWERS us to grow and serve. 
 God gives us his wisdom through his Word. 
 God’s word cures our madness, bends our pride to his control. 
 God protects us from evil.   
 God’s intent is to restore his Creation to its original order and intention 
 God empowers our service to others.   

 
BLESSING                      
 
CLOSING MUSIC      Tell Out, My Soul!           
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! Unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice; tender 

to me the promise of his word; in God my Savior shall my heart rejoice. 
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This postlude is based on the Magnificat, Luke 1.38, 46-55.  “I am the Lord’s servant”, Mary 
answered…my soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has been 
mindful of the humble state of his servant…the Mighty One has done great things for me---
holy is his name…his mercy extends to those who fear him…he has filled the hungry with 
good things.  (Perhaps in this spirit, you might take time today to write your own “song of 
praise”!) 
 
Realize that God’s plan of redemption was advance when one simple peasant girl said “YES!”  
There was no complicated ritual, nor advance theological training involved.  Just the trusting 
words, “I am the Lord’s servant”.  May it be to us as you have said.  Lord, may it be the same 
in our lives.  Help us to cooperate with your plan for the world by saying yes to you.  Help us 
to receive your Holy Spirit.  Come upon us so that the life of Jesus may be manifested through 
us to the needy world around us.   

 

See you in worship  
9:30 on-site 

9:30 (or after) on-line 
 
 
 

 
 


