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Worship Notes 
July 24, 2022 

Turning Points 
John 15:5; Jeremiah 29:11; Philippians 4:6  

Jay Shephard 
IT’S SUNDAY VIDEO                
 
PREPARATION MUSIC                O Worship the King                     

O worship the King all-glorious above, o gratefully sing his power and his love: our shield and 
defender, the Ancient of Days, pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise.  Frail children of 
dust, and feeble as frail, in you do we trust, nor find you to fail. Your mercies, how tender, 
how firm to the end, our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend! 
 
Today’s scriptures and theme remind us God desires to have aA loving, trusting, growing rela-
tionship with him.  God is by our side, supporting and guiding.  This preparation music, O Wor-
ship the King, not only helps us offer praise and worship to God, but also reminds us that we 
can TRUST God, he will not fail, his tender mercies are firm to the end as our Maker, Defender, 
Redeemer and Friend.  
 
WELCOME VIDEO         
 
WELCOME                    
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                         
Leader:  We are branches, rooted in the vine of Christ. 
People:  We come because we seek to abide in Jesus. 
Leader:  The branches that remain in the vine bear much fruit. 
People:  We come because we long to be spiritually vibrant, alive, productive. 
Leader:  If we abide in Jesus, then Jesus’ words will abide in us. 
People:  We come because we strive to be faithful disciples. 
Leader:  We gather for worship now to the glory of the One God: Creator,  
      Redeemer, Sustainer. 
People:  May we grow wildly as God tends us lovingly. 
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This Call to Worship is from one of today’s scriptures John 15:5.  Living in Christ means:  believ-
ing Jesus is God’s son; receiving him as Savior and Lord; doing what God says; continuing in 
faith; relating to the community of believers, Christ’s body.  Many try to do good, be honest, 
and do what is right, but Jesus says the only way to live a truly good life is to stay close to him, 
like a branch attached to the vine.  Apart from him our efforts are unfruitful.  Receiving the 
nourishment and life offered by Christ is a special gift he has for you!  
 
SONG  OF PRAISE     Be Thou My Vision  
 

1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
naught be all else to me, save that thou art-- 

Thou my best thought, by day or by night, 
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 

 
2 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word, 

I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord; 
thou and thou only, first in my heart, 

high King of heaven, my treasure thou art. 
 

3 High King of heaven, my victory won, 
may I reach heaven's joys, O bright heaven's Sun! 

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

 
Again, think of today’s theme:  loving, trusting, growing relationship with  God who is by our 
side, supporting and guiding.  This hymn reminds us vision is a true awareness of Christ in all 
of his fullness and enabling power.  It conveys a yearning for the presence and leading of God 
in our lives.  It states as we allow God to have first place in our lives, He becomes our treasure, 
we care no more for the pursuit of riches or “man’s empty praise.”  
 
SONG OF PRAISE    In Christ Alone  
             
In Christ alone my hope is found, he is my light, my strength, my song: this cor-
nerstone, this solid ground, firm through the fiercest drought and storm.  What 
heights of love, what depths of peace, when fears are stilled, when strivings 
cease.  My comforter, my all in all, here in the love of Christ I stand.   
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There in the ground his body lay, Light of the World by darkness slain; then, burst-
ing forth in glorious day, up from the grave he rose again!  And as he stands in 
victory, sin’s curse has lost its grip on me; for I am his and he is mine, bought with 
the precious blood of Christ.   
 
In Christ alone I place my trust and find my glory in the power of the cross, in ev’ry 
victory let it be said of me, my source of strength, my Source of hope is Christ 
alone.   
 
No guilt in life, no fear in death, this is the pow’r of Christ in me; from life’s first 
cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny.  No pow’r of hell, no scheme of 
man, can ever pluck me from his hand; ‘til he returns or calls me home, here in 
the pow’r of Christ I’ll stand!   
 
In Christ alone I place my trust and find my glory in the power of the cross.  In 
ev’ry victory let it be said of me, my source of strength my source of hope is Christ 
alone.  In ev’ry victory let it be said of me, my source of strength my source of 
hope is Christ alone.  
 
Here are some biblical truths found in just the first verse of “In Christ Alone“: 
 
In Christ alone my hope is found (Straight out of John 14:6, this line expresses Jesus as the 
sole and only path to hope.) 
 
He is my light, my strength, my song (All three are in Scripture in terms of our access through 
God and Jesus: Light – Matthew 5:14-16, Ephesians 5:8, 1 Peter 2:9, 1 John 1:5-7, 1 John 2:7-
11. Strength – Nehemiah 8:10, Psalm 22:19, Psalm 28:7-8, Psalm 46:1, Psalm 118:14, Isaiah 
12:2, Isaiah 33:2, Isaiah 40:29-31, Habakkuk 3:19, 2 Corinthians 12:9-10, Ephesians 3:16, 
Ephesians 6:10, and Philippians 4:13. 
 
This cornerstone, this solid ground (Christ is the chief cornerstone that is the foundation for 
the church (see 1 Corinthians 3:10-11 and Ephesians 2:19-22).) 
 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm (References the wise and foolish builder parable 
in Matthew 7:24-27.) 
 
What heights of love, what depths of peace (Summarized in Romans 5:6-8, Christ’s love for us 
is expressed in sacrifice.  Though Christ came the first time not to bring peace, but a sword of 
division (Matthew 10:34), we may attain Christ’s peace through following Him (see John 
14:27, Romans 5:1, and Galatians 5:22-25).) 
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When fears are stilled, when strivings cease (Following Jesus leads to fearlessness, much like 
others who chose to follow God (see Genesis 15:1, Joshua 1:9, Deuteronomy 31:6, 1 
Chronicles 28:20, Psalm 23:4, Psalm 27:1, Psalm 34:4, Psalm 56:3-4, Psalm 94:19, Psalm 
115:11, Psalm 118:6, Isaiah 35:4, Isaiah 41:10-13, Isaiah 43:1, Isaiah 54:4, John 14:25-27, 
Romans 8:15, Romans 8:38-39, 2 Timothy 1:7, Hebrews 13:5-6, 1 Peter 3:13-14, 1 Peter 5:6-7, 
and 1 John 4:18).  We no longer live for ourselves, but for God, summarized eloquently in 2 
Corinthians 5:15 and Galatians 2:20.) 
 
My comforter, my all in all (See Psalm 23:4, Psalm 71:21, Psalm 119:50-52, Psalm 119:76, 
Psalm 119:82, Isaiah 51:3, Isaiah 57:18, Isaiah 61:2, Isaiah 66:13, Zechariah 1:17, Matthew 5:4, 
Matthew 11:28-30, and 2 Corinthians 1:3-7.) 
 
Here, in the love of Christ, I stand (Philippians 2:16) 
 
SCRIPTURE AND MESSAGE                                    
Turning Points 
John 15:5  Christ is the Vine, and God is the Gardener who cares for the branches to make them 
fruitful.  The fruitful branches are true believers who by their living union with Jesus produce 
much fruit.  Those who become unproductive will be separated from the Vine.  Fruitful 
branches are cut back to promote growth, in other words God must sometimes discipline us to 
strengthen our character and faith.  But branches that don’t bear fruit are cut off at the trunk. 
 
Jeremiah 29:11 God knows the future, and his plans for us are good and full of hope.  As long 
as God who knows the future provides our agenda and goes with us as we fulfill his mission, 
we can have boundless hope.  Even through pain, suffering or hardship, God will see us through 
to a glorious conclusion.  
 
Philippians 4:6   Imagine never having to worry about anything!  It seems like an impossibility—
we all have worries on the job, in our homes, at school.   But Paul’s advice is to turn your worries 
into prayers.  Do you want to worry less?  Pray more!  Whenever you start to worry, stop and 
pray.   
 
PRAYERS                          
 
SONG OF RESPONSE         Children of the Heavenly Father  
 

1 Children of the heav’nly Father 
safely in his bosom gather; 

nestling bird nor star in heaven 
such a refuge e’er was given. 
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2 God his own doth tend and nourish; 
in his holy courts they flourish. 

From all evil things he spares them; 
in his mighty arms he bears them. 

 
3 Neither life nor death shall ever 
from the Lord his children sever; 
unto them his grace he showeth, 
and their sorrows all he knoweth. 

 
4 Though he giveth or he taketh, 
God his children ne’er forsaketh; 

his the loving purpose solely 
to preserve them pure and holy. 

 
Psalm 103:13  He is like a father to us, tender and sympathetic to those who reverence him.  
This hymn reminds us God gives us refuge, we flourish as he tends and nourishes us, he spares 
us from evil, nothing can separate us from his love, he shows us his grace, he preserves us, we 
are made holy in/through Jesus Christ.   
 
BLESSING               
 
CLOSING MUSIC           Children of the Heavenly Father           


