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July 31, 2022 
Making a Difference for the Kingdom 
Col 4:2-6; 1 Peter 3:15; Romans 1:16 

Greg Koukl, Guest Speaker 
 
IT’S SUNDAY VIDEO             
 

PREPARATION MUSIC           Holy, Holy, Holy            Teri McKibben 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! All thy works shall praise thy name in earth,  
and sky and sea. 

Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty! God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

Psalm 95:  Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the Lord our Maker; for he is 
our God and we are the people of his pasture, the flock under his care!  Revelation 4:8  Holy, 
holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty who was, and is, and is to come!  These are the words of 
worship that believers will proclaim in heaven one day.  Worship is the cornerstone of a be-
liever’s spiritual life.  The bedrock of the local church is worship, and all aspects of the 
church’s ministry are founded here.  It is only as a Christian truly worships that a Christian be-
gins to grow spiritually.  Worship reflects the depth of our relationship with God.  We worship 
God not only for what he is doing in our personal lives, but above all for who he is---his being, 
character and deeds.   
 
WELCOME VIDEO            
 
WELCOME AND PRAYERS                
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                    
Leader:  God invites us by his Word to join the worship of the ages and angels. 
God does not simply invite us to a party of friends, or a lecture on religion, or a 
concert of sacred music – he invites us into the presence of the King of the Uni-
verse before whom all creation will bow and for whom all heaven now sings. 
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People:  Out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks.  Lord, may our 
hearts overflow with worship.  May our conversations be a feast of life. 
Leader:  May Jesus be the bread and God’s Spirit the wine, may praise be the fruit 
and grace the salt. 
People  May love be the table and wisdom the candle.  May we always be pre-
pared to feed anyone who hungers for the hope we have in Jesus Christ.  
 
Think for a minute about the Call to Worship.  These words move beyond an exercise to simp-
ly warm-up our voices and minds or get our attention.  Worship actually begins with God’s 
calling us to worship Him. The Greek word Ekklesia is used in the New Testament and com-
monly refers to “a called out assembly or congregation.” In this, the church consists of people 
who are called out by God into the perfect salvation He offers through the atoning work of 
Christ. We are a “chosen race, a royal priesthood, a people for His own possession” (1 Peter 
2:5) that God has purchased, redeemed, and secured.  Before we can call God’s people to 
worship we have to arrive at the understanding that it is initially God Himself who has called 
us to worship. Only through this invitation are we able to respond as His people and “pro-
claim the excellencies of Him who has called us out of darkness into His marvelous light” (1 
Peter 2:9). Through this realization, when we worship, we are doing what God has ultimately 
called us to do as His people. 

SONG  OF PRAISE     Come, Thou Almighty King          
1 Come, thou almighty King, help us thy name to sing, 

help us to praise: Father, all glorious, 
o'er all victorious, come and reign over us, 

Ancient of Days. 
 

2 Come, thou incarnate Word, gird on thy mighty sword, 
our prayer attend: Come, and thy people bless, 

and give thy Word success: Spirit of holiness, 
on us descend. 

 
3 Come, holy Comforter, thy sacred witness bear 

in this glad hour: Thou who almighty art, 
now rule in every heart, and ne'er from us depart, 

Spirit of power. 
 

4 To thee, great One in Three, eternal praises be 
hence, evermore! Thy sovereign majesty 
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may we in glory see, and to eternity 
love and adore! 

 
This is a hymn of praise to the Holy Trinity (Father, Son and Spirit).  As we sing each verse, in 
light of our topic: Making a Difference for the Kingdom, in vs. 1 we praise GOD THE FATHER as 
we realize God himself draws us to worship and helps us sing his name and praise as these 
actions in themselves are a witness to others.  As we sing verse 2, we praise JESUS the SON as 
we realize Jesus himself is God’s Word and as we speak Jesus’ word to others, Jesus himself 
brings “success” to his word.  As we sing verse 3, we praise the Holy Spirit and we realize the 
Holy Spirit empowers our witness to the Glory of God and is with us to teach us, enlighten us, 
protect us.  As we sing verse 4, we join with the angel chorus in praising the Holy Trinity with 
our love and adoration!   
 
SONG OF PRAISE         By Faith              
By faith, we see the hand of God, in the light of creation’s grand design; in the lives of those 
who prove His faithfulness, who walk by faith and not by sight. 
 
By faith, our fathers roamed the earth with the power of His promise in their hearts.  Of a ho-
ly city built by God’s own hand –a place where peace and justice reign. 
 
We will stand as children of the promise, we will fix our eyes on Him, our soul’s reward.  Till 
the race is finished and the work is done, we’ll walk by faith and not by sight. 
 
By faith, the prophets saw a day, when the longed-for Messiah would appear with the power 
to break the chains of sin and death, and rise triumphant from the grave. 
 
By faith, the church was called to go in the power of the Spirit to the lost to deliver captives 
and to preach good news, in every corner of the earth. 
 
We will stand as children of the promise, we will fix our eyes on Him, our soul’s reward.  Till 
the race is finished and the work is done, we’ll walk by faith and not by sight. 
 
By faith, this mountain shall be moved and the power of the gospel shall prevail, for we know 
in Christ all things are possible for all who call upon His name.   
 
We will stand as children of the promise, we will fix our eyes on Him, our soul’s reward.  Till 
the race is finished and the work is done, we’ll walk by faith and not by sight.  We’ll walk by 
faith and not by sight.  We’ll walk by faith and not by sight. 
 
The words of this song summarize the teaching of Hebrews 11:1 – 12:2. The writer of He-
brews wants us to have faith in God—to believe the promises God has made to us, even 



 

4 

though we cannot see the things He has promised now. “Faith is the assurance of things 
hoped for, the conviction of things not seen” (11:1).  For the rest of chapter 11, he walks us 
through the Old Testament—from creation to the prophets—and reminds us how all of the 
mighty men and women of scripture were able to do amazing things only by faith—because 
they believed the promise God made to them. 

Then there is a twist: all these people, it says, “did not receive what was promised, since God 
had provided something better for us” (11:39). That’s because all of these promises find their 
ultimate fulfillment in Christ, the “Longed for Messiah… with the power to break the chains of 
sin and death, and rise triumphant from the grave,” as the song says. What we have is better 
than what the people of the Old Testament had—we have Christ, and a new and better cove-
nant in His blood. 

 

 

If what we have is better than what Joshua had, then we have even more reason to be 
“strong and courageous”! We have even more reason than Moses or Abraham to follow 
where God leads.   

But we have an even better example of faith in God’s promises. Hebrews 12 says we look to 
Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith. He endured the cross for the joy that was set 
before Him. He willingly suffered pain and death, because He was certain of the joy that 
would follow as His death makes possible the saving reign over all creation that will culmi-
nate in all things being made new! 

Jesus Himself is the joy set before us—as the song says, He is our soul’s reward. This is im-
portant to remember, because we often cannot see how God could possibly be at work for 
our good. Sometimes we don’t see it because of despair—whether in our fight against sin, or 
in times of pain and suffering. Other times we don’t see it because things are going so well 
we forget we’re even in need of God’s promises. We need to remember that God’s promises 
are more trustworthy than what we think we see with our own fallen eyes!  Whatever our 
circumstances…this would be our heart’s cry: 

“We will stand as children of the promise, 
We will fix our eyes on Him, our soul’s reward. 
Till the race is finished and the work is done, 

We’ll walk by faith and not by sight.” 
 
SCRIPTURE AND MESSAGE                                        
Making a Difference for the Kingdom 
Colossians 4:2-6; 1 Peter 3:15; Romans 1:16; Ps 119: 105 
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Colossians 4:2-6  2 Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. 3 And pray for 
us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of 
Christ, for which I am in chains. 4 Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should. 5 Be wise in 
the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. 6 Let your conversa-
tion be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer every-
one. 
 
When we tell others about Jesus, it is important always to be gracious in what we say.  No 
matter how much sense the message makes, we lose our effectiveness if we are not courte-
ous.  Just as we like to be respected, we must respect others if we want them to listen to 
what we have to say.   
 
1 Peter 3:15   But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with 
gentleness and respect… 
 
We should always be ready to share our faith…gently and respectfully, when asked about our 
faith, our lifestyle or our Christians perspective.  Is your hope in Christ readily observable to 
others?  Are you prepared to tell others what Christ has done in your life?   
 
Romans 1:16  16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that 
brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile. 
 
Paul was not ashamed, because his message was Good News.  It was powerful, it was for eve-
ryone, and it was part of God’s revealed plan.  When you are tempted to be ashamed, re-
member what the Good News is all about.  If you focus on God and on what God is doing in 
the world rather than on your own inadequacy, your embarrassment will soon disappear.  
 
Ps 119: 105  Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path. 

A walk in the woods at night makes it obvious that a light is necessary to prevent one from 
tripping over tree roots or falling in holes.  In this life, we walk through a dark forest of evil in 
a world that has turned its back on God.  Scripture can be our light to show us the way ahead 
so we won’t stumble as we walk.  It reveals the entangling roots of false values and philoso-
phies.  Ready scripture helps us see our way clear enough to stay on the right path.   

PRAYERS                          
 
SONG OF RESPONSE         O For a Thousand Tongues 

 
1 O for a thousand tongues to sing my great Redeemer's praise, 

the glories of my God and King, the triumphs of his grace. 
 



 

6 

2 Jesus! the name that charms our fears, that bids our sorrows cease, 
'tis music in the sinner's ears, 'tis life and health and peace. 

 
3 He breaks the power of canceled sin, he sets the prisoner free; 
His blood can make the foulest clean; his blood availed for me. 

 
4 He speaks, and listening to his voice, new life the dead receive; 

the mournful, broken hearts rejoice; the humble poor believe. 
 

5 My gracious Master and my God, assist me to proclaim, 
to spread through all the earth abroad the honors of thy name. 

 
This hymn is a result of the Wesley brothers (Methodism) “heart-warming experience” where 
they newly discovered God’s forgiveness and real joy.  Verse 1 asks for “1000 tongues” to sing 
praise to Jesus and to tell of his glory and grace.  Verse 2 reminds us Jesus overcomes our 
fears, comforts our sorrows and offers us life, health and peace.  Verse 3 reminds us Jesus’ 
actions on our behalf bring forgiveness from our sin and set us free from the prisons of sin 
and its effects in our lives.  Verse 4 reminds us we receive new life, and become alive again in 
Jesus.  Verse 5 reminds us Jesus empowers and assists us to spread his Good News through-
out all the earth as we leave this time of worship this morning.    
 
BLESSING                 
 
CLOSING MUSIC     O For a Thousand Tongues          

O for a thousand tongues to sing my great Redeemer's praise, 
the glories of my God and King, the triumphs of his grace! 
My gracious Master and my God, assist me to proclaim, 

to spread thro' all the earth abroad the honors of your name. 
              
 


