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JUSTIFIED: Galatians 3:10-14 
Shawn Barkley, preaching 

August 14, 2022 
IT’S SUNDAY VIDEO               
 
PREPARATION MUSIC             I Will Sing of My Redeemer    
I will sing of my Redeemer and his wondrous love to me; on the cruel cross he suffered, from 
the curse to set me free.  Sing, O sing of my Redeemer! With his blood he purchased me; on 

the cross he sealed my pardon, paid the debt, and made me free. 

The text of this hymn is a statement in hymn form of Christian teachings on the saving work of 
Christ, whose atoning death "sealed my pardon, paid the debt, and made me free."  

The best-known expressions of praise for God’s care-taking work of his children come from the 
familiar words of Heidelberg Catechism, Lord’s Day 1, Question and Answer 1: “My only com-
fort in life and death [is] that I am not my own, but belong—body and soul, in life and in death—
to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ. He has fully paid for all my sins with his precious blood, and 
has set me free from the tyranny of the devil...Because I belong to him, Christ by his Holy Spirit, 
assures me of eternal life and makes we wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on to live 
for him.” 

This great truth is explained more completely by Belgic Confession, Article 20. God has given 
his Son to die for us “…by a most perfect love, and raising him to life for our justification, in 
order that by him, we might have immortality and eternal life.” And in Article 21, “…He endured 
all this for the forgiveness of our sins.” For this redemptive work we give praise and adoration. 

Today’s musical arrangement is a hymn “concerto” for both orchestra and organ.  The orches-
tral parts have been played into a computer called a sequencer.  Rodney will play the organ 
part “live” while the sequencer plays the orchestra part “live” in real time.  What you hear is 
all played live in real time by computer and organist, in other words, you will not be listening 
to a recording.  

WELCOME VIDEO            
 
WELCOME AND PRAYERS  
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RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS               
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                           
Leader:  Holy God, prepare us to meet you and receive your word. As we worship 
in Spirit and Truth, open our souls to your quenching waters. Free us from the con-
finement of your law, that we may hear the promise of your love through Jesus 
Christ.  
People:  Justified by faith, we are clothed in Christ.  Sanctified by the Spirit, we 
are one in God with one another.  We place our hope in God—praising God’s help 
and love, declaring how much God has done for us. 
 
There are many “topics”  in this Call to Worship to consider!  Here we go!    
 

 Prepare to meet:  Jesus said God’s Word is like seed landing on the soil of 
our hearts. But for seed to be effective, the soil it lands on must be ready. 
This is where many people fail. It’s a serious thing to hear the Word of God 
week after week, so don’t be careless in your hearing. You might need to 
“break up your fallow ground” (Hosea 10:12) beforehand to receive the 
very words of God (1 Thess 2:13). 

 
 Receive your (God’s) Word:  Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, 

with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.  
Colossians 3:16 

 Worship in Spirit and Truth:  God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must 
worship in spirit and truth.”  John 4:24.  Truth=we read, hear, study, dis-
cuss, pray, embrace God’s word.  Spirit:  The Holy Spirit helps us worship 
by praying for us (Romans 8:26), teaches us the words of Christ ( John 
14:26), and helps us feel loved (Romans 5:5).   

 
 Open our souls to your quenching waters:  Jesus answered and said to her, 

“Everyone who drinks of this water will thirst again; but whoever drinks of 
the water that I will give him shall never thirst; but the water that I will give 
him will become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life.”  John 
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4:13-14  (and) Isaiah 44:3  ‘For I will pour out water on the thirsty land, and 
streams on the dry ground;  I will pour out My Spirit on your offspring and 
My blessing on your descendants; 

 
 Free us from confinement of law 

 John 1:17--For the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth were 
realized through Jesus Christ. 

 Romans 10:4--For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to eve-
ryone who believes. 

 Philippians 3:9--…and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness 
of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in 
Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith, 

 Galatians 3:13--Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having 
become a curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who hangs 
on a tree”— 

Promise of God’s Love Through Jesus Christ. 

 Romans 5:8--But God showed His great love for us by sending Christ to 
die for us while we were still sinners. No matter how much you have 
messed up or how far you feel from God, He still loves you and wants a 
relationship with you. Parents love their children, no matter how the 
children behave. If a child says, “I hate you!” it hurts. But loving parents 
will still love their children even when they say hurtful things or rebel. 
Even when you were still rebelling against God and saying, “I hate you,” 
He replied, “I love you” by choosing to die for you so that He could have 
a relationship with you forever. You do not need to change or reach a 
better place before you come to God. He will help you change and get 
to a better place. All you need to do is accept His sacrifice and say yes 
to being in a relationship with God. 

 Ephesians 2:4-5--You could never earn or deserve the love God offers 
you.  But God is so rich in mercy, and He loved us so much, that even 
though we were dead because of our sins, He gave us life when He raised 
Christ from the dead. (It is only by God’s grace that you have been saved!  
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You do not deserve God’s love. No one does. But the amazing news is 
that He loves you anyway.  This is grace: God loves you so much that He 
paid the price to offer you the gift of eternal life. None of us deserves it 
based on our own actions or how religious we think we are. God’s love 
is a precious gift we should treasure. 

 Justified by Faith— Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we 
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.  (Romans 5:1) 

 
 Clothed in Christ-- And all who have been united with Christ in baptism 

have put on Christ, like putting on new clothes.  Galatians 3:27  Paul is 
saying “you have laid aside the old clothes of the law, and now you are 
putting on Christ’s new robe of righteousness.” 

 
 Sanctified by the Spirit—(I Thess 5:22-24) Abstain from every form of 

evil.  Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and 
may your entire spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless at the coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.  The One who calls you is faithful, and He will 
do it.… The spirit , soul and body are integral parts of a person.  This 
verse is Paul’s way of saying that God must be involved in every aspect 
of our lives.  It is wrong to think we can separate our spiritual lives from 
everything else, obeying God only in some ethereal sense or living for 
him only one day each week.  Jesus must control all of us, not just a 
“religious” part.  

 
 One in God with one another— Ephesians 4:2-4-with all lowliness and 

gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love, en-
deavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is 
one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your 
calling.  Unity is one of the Holy Spirit’s important roles.  He leads, but 
we have to be willing to be led.  We do that by focusing on God, not on 
ourselves.   

 
 Place our hope in God—Psalm 33:20 We put our hope in the Lord.  He is our 

help and our shield.  21 In him our hearts rejoice, for we trust in his holy 
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name.  22 Let your unfailing love surround us, Lord, for our hope is in you 
alone.  Psalms 33:20 Our soul waiteth for the Lord.  This, and what follows, 
are the words of the church, expressing her expectation, faith, and joy, by 
reason of what is suggested in the preceding verses. She signifies her ex-
pectation of good by waiting for the Lord; either for his coming in the flesh, 
and salvation by him; for which the patriarchs, prophets, and all the Old 
Testament saints, waited, ( Genesis 49:18 ) ( Isaiah 25:9 ) ; and so "our soul 
waiteth for the redemption of the Lord"; or for his spiritual coming, his ap-
pearance to them, and gracious presence with them, he having been for 
some time absent; and it is right and good so to do, and in the issue proves 
advantageous, ( Isaiah 8:17 ) ( Lamentations 3:26 ) ; and this being soul 
waiting, it denotes the heartiness, sincerity, and earnestness of it; he [is] 
our help and our shield; the Lord is the help of his people in time of trouble, 
when none else is or can be; and he is a present one, and helps right early, 
and at the best season: and he is their shield, who encompasses them 
about with his love and favor, and keeps them by his power in the greatest 
safety; all which encourages their waiting upon him, and expectation of 
good things from him. 

 Praise God’s help and love--Psalm 100:4-5--give thanks to him and praise 
his name. For the Lord is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness 
continues through all generations.  God is the Creator of all; thus he alone 
is worthy of being worshiped.  Do you willingly and joyfully come into God’s 
presence or are you just going through the motions.  Psalm 100 tells us to 
remember God’s goodness and faithfulness, and then to worship with 
thanksgiving and praise!   

SONG  OF PRAISE     Alleluia, Sing to Jesus (263)         
1 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus! His the scepter, his the throne; 

Alleluia! His the triumph, His the victory alone. 
Hark! the songs of peaceful Zion thunder like a mighty flood. 

Jesus, out of every nation, has redeemed us by his blood. 
 

2 Alleluia! Not as orphans are we left in sorrow now; 
Alleluia! He is near us; faith believes nor questions how. 

Though the cloud from sight received him when the forty days were o'er, 
Shall our hearts forget his promise, "I am with you evermore"? 
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3 Alleluia! Heavenly High Priest, here on earth our help, our stay; 

Alleluia! Hear the sinful cry to you from day to day. 
Intercessor, friend of sinners, earth's Redeemer, hear our plea, 
Where the songs of all the sinless sweep across the crystal sea. 

 
Read Revelation 19:6-7  Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns.  Let us rejoice and be 
glad and give him glory! Then, Revelation 5:9 describes this eschatological scene of joy and 
glory: “And they sang a new song, saying: ‘You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its 
seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased for God members of every 
tribe and language and nation.’” In this hymn, “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus!” the author invites us to 
sing that new song of praise to our ascended Savior. This hymn is a declaration of Jesus’ victory 
over death, and his continued presence among his people. 

When a friend moves away or leaves us for a long time, our first response is to feel sad and 
lonely. In this hymn, however, the author reminds us that though Christ physically left earth in 
the ascension, he does not leave us “as orphans”, but rather remains with us always, all the 
while interceding for us to the Father. And so, we raise our voices to cry “Alleluia!” to the as-
cended, yet ever-present Christ.  Stanza one declares Christ’s victory, stanza two assures the 
believer of Christ’s continued presence, and stanza three reminds us of Jesus’ role in the Trinity 
as intercessor for us. It is a hymn of Christ’s continued work in our lives. 

 
SONG OF PRAISE       My Soul Finds Rest in God Alone         
My soul finds rest in God alone, my Rock and my salvation; a fortress strong against my foes, 
and I will not be shaken.  Though lips may bless and hearts may curse, and lies like arrows 
pierce me, I’ll fix my heart on righteousness, I’ll look to Him who hears me. 
 
Find rest, my soul, in God alone amid the world’s temptations; when evil seeks to take a hold 
I’ll cling to my salvation.  Though riches come and riches go, don’t set your heart upon them; 
the fields of hope in which I sow are harvested in heaven. 
 
O praise Him, hallelujah, my Delight and my reward;  everlasting, never failing, my Redeemer, 
my God. 

I’ll set my gaze on God alone and trust in Him completely; with every day pour out my soul and 
He will prove His mercy.  Though life is but a fleeting breath, a sigh too brief to measure, my 
King has crushed the curse of death and I am His forever. 
 
O praise Him, hallelujah, my Delight and my reward;  everlasting, never failing, my Redeemer, 
my God.  O praise, him, o praise him, hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah!  Praise Him!  Hallelujah!  
O praise Him!  Hallelujah!  O praise Him!  
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This anthem is based on Psalm 62.  Don Wyrtzen writes these words about this psalm in his 
book:  A Musician Looks at the Psalms (pg 173).  “David has a very personal relationship with 
God.  This intimacy is observed in his use of the pronoun my—my soul, my hope, my rock, my 
salvation, my fortress, my honor, my mighty rock, my refuge.  God was not an abstract theo-
logical concept to David, but his source of hope, safety, deliverance, and unshakeable faith.  On 
the basis of his experiential knowledge of God, David pleads with other believers to trust in 
God, to pour out their hearts to Him, and to rely on Him as their shelter from danger.  This 
biblical picture of man is in sharp contrast to the bleak portrait painted by secular existential-
ism.  Yes, apart from God, I am fragile and vulnerable.  But in union with God, I am complete 
and fulfilled!  (a prayer)  O God, my Rock and my Refuge, once again I express my trust in you.  
I pour out my heart to you.  I thank you for filling the vacuum of my soul with the hope of your 
salvation.” 
 
SCRIPTURE AND MESSAGE                                   
Galatians 3:10-14 
10But if you rely on works of keeping the law for salvation, you live under the 
law’s curse. For it is clearly written: “Utterly cursed is everyone who fails to prac-
tice every detail and requirement that is written in this law!” 11It is obvious that 
no one achieves the righteousness of God by attempting to keep the law, for it is 
written: “The one who is in a right relationship with God will live by faith!”  12But 
keeping the law does not require faith, but self-effort. For the law teaches, “If you 
practice the principles of law, you must follow all of them.” 13Yet, Christ paid the 
full price to set us free from the curse of the law. He absorbed the curse com-
pletely as he became a curse in our place. For it is written: “Everyone who is hung 
upon a tree is cursed.” 14Jesus Christ dissolved the curse from our lives, so that in 
him all the blessings of Abraham can be poured out upon gentiles. And now 
through faith we receive the promised Holy Spirit who lives in us. 

Paul quotes Deuteronomy 27:26 to prove that, contrary to what the Judaizers claimed, the law 
cannot justify and save—it can only condemn.  Breaking even one commandment brings a per-
son under condemnation.  Because everyone has broken the commandments, everyone is con-
demned, and the law can do nothing to reverse the condemnation.  But Christ took the curse 
of the law upon himself when he hung on the cross.  He did this so we wouldn’t have to bear 
our own punishment and so we could be saved through him.  The only condition is that we 
accept Christ’s work on the cross.   

Trying to be “righteous” in our own power doesn’t work.  Good intentions such as “I’ll do better 
next time” or “I’ll never do that again” usually end in failure.  Paul pointed to Habakkuk’s 
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declaration (2:4) that by trusting God—believing in his provision for our sins and living each 
day in the power of the Spirit—we can break this cycle of failure.   

PRAYERS                        
 
SONG OF RESPONSE          O Bless the Lord, My Soul (71)           
 

1 O Bless the Lord, my Soul! Let all within me join 
And help my tongue to praise his name whose mercies are divine. 

 
3 For God forgives our sins and God relieves our pain; 

The Lord who heals our sicknesses renews our strength again. 
 

4 He crowns our life with love when ransomed from the grave; 
He who redeemed my soul from hell has sovereign power to save. 

 
6 His mighty works and ways by Moses he made known, 

But gave the world his truth and grace by his beloved Son. 
 

Read Psalm 103 before continuing here.   Psalm 103 is like an entire worship service condensed 
into a poem.  It begins with a call to the self to praise God (v 1 & 2) and continues in remem-
brance of God’s saving work (v 3-14), extolling God’s role as one who pardons, heals, and ac-
complishes justice---ministering at once to the wayward, the ill, the fatigued, and the op-
pressed.  The psalm continues with a proverb-like sermon on how the everlasting, generation-
to-generation love of God overcomes our frank acknowledgement of the frailty of human life 
(v 15-19) and concludes with another call to worship, this time challenging all the heavenly 
hosts to join in praise.   

 
BLESSING             
 
CLOSING MUSIC     God is My Strong Salvation    
God is my strong salvation; what foe have I to fear?  In peril and temptation my light, my help, 
is near.  Though hosts encamp around me, firm to the fight I stand; what terror can confound 
me; with God at my right hand?  Place on the Lord reliance; my soul, with courage wait; God’s 
truth be thine affiance, when faint and desolate.  God’s might thy heart shall strengthen; God’s 
love thy joy increase; mercy thy days shall lengthen; the Lord will give thee peace.  
 
Today, we leave worship considering Psalm 27 (take time to read).  The opening words are fa-
miliar: “The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of 
my life; of whom shall I be afraid.  So are the closing words:  I believe I shall see the goodness 
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of the Lord in the land of the living.  Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take cour-
age; wait for the Lord!”  This psalm (and hymn based on the psalm) are both--a confident pro-
fession of faith and declaration of trust in God.  The psalmist is profoundly aware of the en-
emy’s threats, but is even more aware of God’s ultimate protection and the beauty of ongoing 
communion with God.  The psalm deftly interweaves two contrasting sets of images:  one fo-
cusing on perception (God as light, beholding God’s beauty, seeing God’s goodness) and the 
other on deliverance (God as salvation and shelter)!   
 

 
 


