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IT’S SUNDAY VIDEO                
 
PREPARATION MUSIC    My Shepherd Will Supply My Need-                     

O God, Beyond All Praising 
My Shepherd will supply my need; Jehovah is His Name; 

In pastures green He makes me feed beside the living stream. 
He brings my wand’ring spirit back when I forsake His ways, 

And leads me, for His mercy’s sake, in paths of truth and grace. 
O God beyond all praising, we worship you today 

and sing the love amazing that songs cannot repay; 
for we can only wonder at ev'ry gift you send, 

at blessings without number and mercies without end: 
we lift our hearts before you and wait upon your word, 

we honor and adore you, our great and mighty Lord. 
 
This hymn is based on Psalm 23.  (a prayer)  Thank you, Lord, that you meet all 
my needs and that you are the key to my wholeness and fulfillment.  (a thought)  
“It is a staggering fact the Jesus, the Creator of an enormous universe of over-
whelming magnitude deigns to call himself my Shepherd and invites me to con-
sider myself his sheep---his special object of affection and attention.  Who bet-
ter could care for me?”  (from A Shepherd Looks at Psalm 23 by Phillip Keller) 
 
WELCOME VIDEO        
 
WELCOME AND PRAYERS               
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                             
Leader:     We rejoice in the One who leads us beside still waters, 
People:     and gives us refreshment of soul. 
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Leader:     Christ our Shepherd shows us the way we should go, 
People:     so that the name of God will be glorified. 
Leader:     Though all manner of evil befall us, we will not be afraid, 
People:     for the Great Shepherd of our souls is with us. 
Leader:     We are never away from the love and mercy of the Lord, 
People:     and we shall be with him for ever and ever.   
 
This call to worship was chosen with Psalm 23 in mind.  We often hear that the 
Lord is our shepherd, but what does that mean?  In David’s time, good shepherds 
were devoted to the care, feeding, and protection of sheep.  In modern terms we 
would say that they were counted on to manage the resources of the sheep 
owner.  In doing their job, good shepherds sometimes took great risks to retrieve 
a stray or threatened animal (I Sam 17:34-35; Matt 18:12).  They did so not only 
because they were dedicated to the task, but because they were accountable for 
any lost sheep (Gen 31:39).  In addition to David, two other men in the Old Tes-
tament are singled out for praise as good shepherds.  Moses led the Israelites like 
a shepherd through a very tough journey from Egypt to Canaan.  Later God used 
King Cyrus of Persia to “shepherd” his people in the rebuilding of the temple at 
Jerusalem.  God offers himself to us a a model shepherd, a picture of faithful, 
trustworthy service.  To whom can we become reliable shepherds in our family, 
community, and workplace? 
 
SONG  OF PRAISE     Fairest Lord Jesus           
 

1 Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature, O thou of God and man the Son, 
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor, thou, my soul's glory, joy, and crown! 

2 Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands, robed in the blooming garb of spring: 
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer who makes the woeful heart to sing. 

 3 Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight, and all the twinkling, starry host:  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer, than all the angels heaven can boast. 

 
4 Beautiful Savior! Lord of all the nations! Son of God and Son of Man! 

Glory and honor, praise, adoration, now and forevermore be thine! 
 

Psalm 23 begins: “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.  He makes me to lie down in green 
pastures, he leads me beside the still waters, he restores my soul”.  Like Psalm 23, this hymn 
has beautiful pastoral imagery:  ruler of all nature, fair are the meadows, fairer still the 
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woodlands, robed in the blooming garb of spring…as beautiful as this all is, Jesus is fairer, Jesus 
is purer, Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer.  The real beauty of this hymn is it prompts 
us to voice our praise to Jesus directly:  Thee will I cherish, Thee will I honor…Glory and honor, 
praise, adoration…now and forevermore be thine!  Think about this!  There are many hymns 
which have lyrics which speak ABOUT our love for Father, Son, Spirit, but there are fewer 
hymns which have words we can use to directly speak our praise and love to Father, Son, Spirit.  
Today, we sing one of those, so make good use of this opportunity!  

 
SONG OF PRAISE       Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us                     

Savior, like a shepherd lead us, much we need Thy tender care; 
In Thy pleasant pastures feed us, for our use Thy folds prepare: 
Blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus, thou hast bought us, Thine we are; 
Blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus, Thou hast bought us, Thine we are. 

 
We are Thine, do Thou befriend us, be the guardian of our way; 
Keep Thy flock, from sin defend us,  seek us when we go astray: 

Blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus, hear, O hear us when we pray; 
Blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus, Hear, O hear us when we pray. 

 
 Early let us seek Thy favor, early let us do Thy will; 

Blessed Lord and only Savior, with Thy love our bosoms fill: 
Blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus, Thou hast loved us, love us still; 
Blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus, Thou hast loved us, love us still. 

 
Like a shepherd, Jesus has given his life to free us from our sin, and as we let him, he prepares 
us for his use.  He is our friend, he defends us, he seeks us, he hears us when we pray.  We must 
surrender to his leadership, one step at a time, in the confidence of God’s leading and presence.   
 
SCRIPTURE AND MESSAGE                                        
The Good Shepherd, Psalm 23 and John 21:15-17 
Psalm 23  
1 The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing.  He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads 
me beside quiet waters, he refreshes my soul.  He guides me along the right paths for his 
name’s sake.  Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for you are with 
me;  your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  You prepare a table before me in the presence 
of my enemies.  You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.  Surely your goodness and 
love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 
 
When we allow God our Shepherd to guide us, we have contentment.  Our Shepherd knows 
the “meadow grass” and “quiet streams” that will restore us.  We reach these places by 
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following him obediently.  Middle Eastern culture “hosts” were expected to protect their 
guests at all cost.  God offers the protection of a host even when we stand in the midst of 
enemies.  We see in the last verses of Psalm 23 that believers will dwell with God.  God, the 
perfect shepherd and host, promises to guide and protect us through life to bring us into his 
home forever.  
 
John 21: 15 - 17 
When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me 
more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.”  Jesus said, “Feed my 
lambs.” Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He answered, “Yes, Lord, you 
know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.”  The third time he said to him, “Si-
mon son of John, do you love me?” Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do 
you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.”  Jesus said, “Feed 
my sheep. 
 
(a prayer:  Lord, your encounter with Peter reminds me, Lord, that my worship of you ought to 
flow into service to others.  I do love you and delight to communicate this love in prayer and 
song.  But you have said that if I love you, I will obey your commandments, and what have you 
commanded?  That I love my sisters and brothers.  So, as I worship you with all my heart, soul, 
mind and strength, may I also love those whom you love.  Let my love for you spill over into 
service to your people! 
 
PRAYERS                                
 
SONG OF RESPONSE         We Are Called to Be God’s People         
 

We are called to be God's people showing by our lives His grace 
One in heart and one in spirit sign of hope for all the race 

Let us show how He has changed us and remade us as His own 
Let us share our life together as we shall around His throne 

 
We are called to be God's servants working in His world today 

Taking His own task upon us all His sacred words obey 
Let us rise then to His summons dedicate to Him our all 

That we may be faithful servants quick to answer now His call 
 

We are called to be God's prophets speaking for the truth and right 
Standing firm for godly justice bringing evil things to light 
Let us seek the courage needed our high calling to fulfill 

That the world may know the blessing of the doing of God's will 
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I Peter 2: 9-10  You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called 
you out of darkness into his wonderful light.  Once you were not a people, but 
now you are the people of God, once you had not received mercy, but now you 
have received mercy.  (a prayer)  We did not choose you.  You chose us.  We are 
humbled by your mercy which you have lavished upon us.  It was not enough for 
you to forgive us, it was not enough for you to rescue us, you had so much more 
in mind.  You have done immeasurably more that we could possibly have asked 
or imagined.  We are amazed at your boundless love.  What honor to be your 
priesthood, what security to be your cherished possession: what grace to be 
made holy, what joy to be rescued from the dominion of darkness, what privi-
lege to be granted a share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of 
light!  For you have made us to be like the lights in the vast expanse of the sky 
to reflect the light of your life on the earth! 
 
BLESSING                   
 
CLOSING MUSIC     We Are Called to Be God’s People          

We are called to be God's people, showing by our lives His grace, 
One in heart and one in spirit, sign of hope for all the race. 

Let us show how He has changed us and remade us as His own; 
Let us share our life together as we shall around His throne. 

(see notes above for hymn)  
            
 


