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WORSHIP NOTES 
At the End of the Day:  Ist Peter 2:1-10 

Shawn Barkley, preaching 
September 25, 2022 

 
WELCOME VIDEO                           On-Line     
 
PREPARATION MUSIC                  Christ is Our Cornerstone                                 Organ    

Christ is our cornerstone, on him alone we build; with his true saints alone the courts of heav’n 
are filled.  On his great love our hopes we place of present grace and joys above.   Oh, then, with 
hymns of praise these hallowed courts shall ring;  our voices we will raise the Three in One to sing 
and thus proclaim in joyful song, both loud and long, that glorious name.      

Read Psalm  118: 19-24.  In his book “A Musician Looks at the Psalms”, Don Wyrtzen writes:  
(viewing the gates of Jerusalem constructed in the sixteenth century), the topmost stone of 
each Gothic or Romanesque arch is called the capstone—a vital piece of architecture that 
knits the rest of the stones together.  In this psalm the “stone” takes on a symbolic meaning.  
“The stone the builders rejected (Jesus Christ) has become the capstone.  The builders sym-
bolize the Jewish leaders who not only rejected him but schemed to have him put to death.  
Therefore, God would invite others into His kingdom (Matthew 21:43).  The psalmist, over-
joyed with this new development, bursts into song: “This is the day the Lord has made; let us 
rejoice and be glad in it” (v.24).  Most of us try to fill the crowning point of our lives with peo-
ple or things, but it can only be adequately fulfilled by one Person and that is Jesus Christ.  
Things, in time, prove to be worthless.  Relationships are often broken or grow routine.  
Achievement may seem meaningless.  Only Jesus, our Capstone, can hold our lives together 
and give them eternal significance.   
 
IT’S SUNDAY VIDEO               On-Line 
 
WELCOME AND PRAYERS                Shawn Barkley 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                            Tracie Long 
Leader:  Lord, we did not choose you; you chose us. 
People:  We are humbled by your mercy which you have lavished upon us. 
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Leader:  It was not enough for you to forgive us, or rescue us—you had so much 
more in mind.   
People:  You have done immeasurably more than we could possibly have asked 
or imagined. 
Leader:  We are amazed at your boundless love.  What honor to be your priest-
hood; what security to be your cherished possession; what grace to be made holy, 
what joy to be rescued from the dominion of darkness, what privilege to be 
granted a share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light. 
People:  For you have made us to be like the lights in the vast expanse of the sky 
to reflect the light of your life on the earth.   
  
Read 1 Peter 2: 9-10.  But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s 
special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into 
his wonderful light. Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you 
had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.  People often base their self-con-
cept on their accomplishments, but who we are in Christ is far more important than our jobs, 
our successes, our wealth, or our knowledge.  We have been chosen by God as his very own, 
and we have been called to represent him to others.  Remember that your value comes from 
being one of God’s children, not from what you can achieve.  You have worth because of what 
God does, not because of what you do.   
 
SONG  OF PRAISE                  Immortal Invisible (62)  Congregation 

1 Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 

most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise. 

 
2 Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 

nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 
thy justice like mountains high soaring above 

thy clouds, which are fountains of goodness and love. 
 

3 To all life thou givest, to both great and small; 
in all life thou livest, the true life of all; 

We blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, 
and wither and perish– but naught changeth thee. 

 
4 Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, 

thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 
all praise we would render; O help us to see 



 

3 

’tis only the splendor of light hideth thee. 
 

Read 1 Peter 2:9  But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special 
possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his 
wonderful light.  With Christ’s victory on the cross we can come directly into God’s presence 
without fear and we are given the responsibility of bringing others to him also.  When we are 
united with Christ as members of his body, we join in his work of reconciling God and man.  
This is what it means to be a priest of the King.  The hymn further describes the “wonderful 
light”—“Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, thine angels adore thee all veiling their 
sight; all praise we would rend, o help us to see ‘tis only the splendor of light hideth Thee!   
 
SONG OF PRAISE                 For the Beauty of the Earth         Chancel Choir 

 
For the beauty of the earth, for the glory of the skies 

For the love which from our birth, over and around us lies, over and around us lies 
'Lord of all, to Thee we raise, this our joyful hymn of praise. 

 
For the beauty of each hour of the day and of the night 

Hill and vale and tree and flow'r, sun and moon and stars of light,  
Sun and Moon and stars of light 

'Lord of all, to Thee we raise this our joyful hymn of praise. 
 

For the joy of human love (For the joy of love) 
Brother, sister, parent, child (Brother, sister, parent, child) 

Friends on earth (Friends on earth) and friends above (And friends above) 
For all gentle thoughts and mild (For all gentle thoughts and mild) 

For all gentle thoughts and mild 
'Lord of all, to Thee we raise 

This our joyful hymn (Our joyful hymn) of praise (Of praise). 
 

For each perfect gift of Thine to our race so freely given 
Graces human (Given) and divine (Human and divine) 

Flow'rs of earth and buds of heav'n, flow'rs of earth and buds of heav'n 
'Lord of all, to Thee we raise, this our joyful hymn (Our joyful hymn) of praise 

(This our joyful hymn) Our hymn of praise 
 
Read 1 Peter 2: 9 (NLT) …you have been chosen by God himself---you are priests of the King, 
you are holy and pure, you are God’s very own—all this so that you may show to others how 
God called you out of the darkness into his wonderful light.   
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In worship, we set aside a time to refocus our minds and hearts (according to Philippians 4:8) 
on whatever is right, pure, lovely, or admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy---think 
about such things.  A delight as an adult is being around children and hearing their squeals of 
pleasure as they observe and discover some ordinary object about them.  No doubt our heav-
enly Father is also pleased when his children take time to observe and appreciate his creation 
and then to simply express joyous gratitude to him for his countless blessings of life that we 
can often take for granted—the beauties of nature, our parents, family, friends, church.  The 
hymn lyrics then direct our “grateful praise” to God himself, the giver of every good and perfect 
gift.   

 
SCRIPTURE AND MESSAGE                                    Shawn Barkley 
At the End of the Day: 1 Peter 2:1-10 
 
No doubt Peter often thought of Jesus’ words to him right after he confessed that Jesus was 
“the Christ, the Messiah, the Son of the living God”:  “You are Peter, a stone, and upon this rock 
I will build my church; and all the powers of hell shall not prevail against it” (Matthew 16:16-
18).  What is the stone that really counts in the building of the church?  Peter answers:  Christ 
himself.  What are the characteristics of Christ, the Cornerstone?  He is completely trustworthy;  
he is precious to believers; and thought rejected by some, he is the most important part of the 
church.   
 
Also remember, who we are in Christ is far more important that our jobs, our successes, our 
wealth, or our knowledge.  We have been chosen by God as his very own, and we have been 
called to represent him to others.  Remember that your value come from being one of God’s 
children, not from what you can achieve.  You have worth because of what God does, not be-
cause of what you do.  
 
 
PRAYERS                               Shawn Barkley 
 
 
SONG OF RESPONSE           We Are God’s People (#700)        Congregation 

1. We are God’s people, the chosen of the Lord, 
Born of his Spirit, established by his Word; 

Our cornerstone is Christ alone, and strong in him we stand: 
O let us live transparently, and walk heart to heart and hand in hand. 

 
3. We are the Body of which the Lord is Head, 

Called to obey him, now risen from the dead; 
He wills us be a family, diverse yet truly one: 

O let us give our gifts to God and so shall his work on earth be done. 
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4. We are a temple, the Spirit’s dwelling place, 

Formed in great weakness, a cup to hold God’s grace; 
We die alone, for on its own each ember loses fire: 

Yet joined in one the flame burns on to give warmth and light, and to inspire. 
 
Read 1 Peter 2: 9 (NLT) …you have been chosen by God himself---you are priests of the King, 
you are holy and pure, you are God’s very own—all this so that you may show to others how 
God called you out of the darkness into his wonderful light.   
 
The opening stanza is built on the imagery in 1 Peter 2:9, that the community of faith is built 
on the foundation of Christ ("our cornerstone is Christ alone"), and that God's call and election 
are declared to a race, a people, a collegium of priests. Our journey of faith cannot be realized 
apart from a relationship with God and through God's active presence in the world.  

 

Stanza three highlights the church's character of being "the body." The fundamental message 
of Ephesians 1:22-23 is that of paradox, that the tragedy of the cross, its symbol of failure and 
shame, is transformed to glory and power through the church's solidarity with Christ.   

The final stanza affirms the primary message of 1 Corinthians 3:16, that the church is more than 
community and serves as God's temple in human form, the place where God's Spirit dwells. 
Paul refers to the church as people of the Spirit. ("We are a temple, the Spirit's dwelling place.") 
 
 
BLESSING              Shawn Barkley 
 
 
CLOSING MUSIC     We Are God’s People       Teri McKibben 

We are God's people, the chosen of the Lord, born of His Spirit, established by His Word; our 
cornerstone is Christ alone, and strong in Him we stand: O let us live transparently and walk 

heart to heart and hand in hand. 
 

(same as notes for final hymn) 


