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Worship Notes 
October 30, 2022 

Living Hope:  I Peter 5:6-14 
Shawn Barkley 

WELCOME VIDEO                            
 
PREPARATION MUSIC      Praise, My Soul, The King of Heaven            Organ 

 
Praise, My Soul, The King of Heaven 

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; to his feet your tribute bring. 
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, evermore his praises sing. 

Alleluia, alleluia! Praise the everlasting King! 
Fatherlike he tends and spares us; well our feeble frame he knows. 

In his hand he gently bears us, rescues us from all our foes. 
Alleluia, alleluia! Widely yet his mercy flows! 

 
A life of praise and an inner joy and contentment are interwoven—they are complements of 
each other.  Such a life is the result of being absorbed with God.  For such an individual the 
pursuit of God’s glory, the Lordship of Christ, and the worship and praise of our Creator-re-
deemer become a natural way of living.  To this person the blessings of God never become 
commonplace.  Psalm 103 verses read:  Forgives all our iniquities; heals our diseases, redeems 
our life from destruction; crowns us with loving kindness and mercy; satisfies us with good 
things; renews our youth, works righteousness and judgment for the oppressed; gives guidance 
to his people; is merciful; is gracious and slow to anger while plenteous in mercy; knows all 
about us; will never forsake.  

 
IT’S SUNDAY VIDEO                
 
WELCOME AND PRAYERS                 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP    
Leader:  Cast all your anxiety on God,  
People:  because God cares for you. 
Leader:  Resist the devil, stand firm in the faith,  
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People:  because you know that your brothers and sisters throughout the world 
are undergoing the same kind of sufferings. 
Leader:  And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, af-
ter you have suffered a little while, will restore you and make you strong, firm and 
steadfast.  
People:  To God be the power for ever and ever, Amen 
 
Today’s scripture from 1 Peter 5:8-9 reads:  Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil 
prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.  Resist him, standing firm in 
the faith, be-cause you know that the family of believers throughout the world is undergoing 
the same kind of sufferings.  This call to worship has similar words.  In the world, lions attack 
sick, young, or straggling animals; they choose victims who are alone or not alert.  Peter warns 
us to watch out for Satan when we are suffering or persecuted.  Feeling alone, weak, helpless, 
and cut off from other believers, so focused on our troubles that we forget to watch for danger, 
we are especially vulnerable to Satan’s attacks.  During times of suffering, seek other Christians 
for support.  Keep your eyes on Christ, and resist the devil.  Then, says James, “he will flee from 
you” (James 4:7).                 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

SONG  OF PRAISE                    A Mighty Fortress (43)           

1 A mighty fortress is our God, 
a bulwark never failing; 

Our helper he, amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing. 
For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe; 

his craft and power are great, and, armed with cruel hate, 
on earth is not his equal. 

 
2 Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing, 

were not the right man on our side, 
the man of God’s own choosing. 

Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is he; 
Lord Sabaoth, his name, from age to age the same, 

and he must win the battle. 
 

3 And though this world, with devils filled, should threaten to undo us, 
we will not fear, for God hath willed his truth to triumph through us. 

The Prince of Darkness grim, we tremble not for him; 
his rage we can endure, for lo, his doom is sure, 

One little word shall fell him. 
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4 That Word above all earthly powers, no thanks to them, abideth; 
The Spirit and the gifts are ours thro' him who with us sideth. 

Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also; 
The body they may kill: God’s truth abideth still; 

his kingdom is forever. 
 
This is a hymn of “spiritual warfare”.  Verse three relates to 1st Peter 5: 8-9 and our call to 
worship.  “And though this world, with devils filled, should threaten to undo us”…Read this 
line as: Even though this world is still filled with devils (demons) that seek to “undo” (or de-
stroy) us…We will not fear, for God hath willed His truth to triumph through us: 

We refuse to fear, because God has already decided that his truth will win the war. And the 
amazing part is that his truth will triumph through his people! We get to play a part in his 
victory. 

“The Prince of Darkness grim, we tremble not for him…The Prince of Darkness is another title 
for Satan. And he is grim, or worrisome or harsh. But we are not afraid of him—we don’t trem-
ble for him. And why not? Let’s see: 

“His rage we can endure, for lo! his doom is sure…” 

We can endure Satan’s short-term rage against us, because his eventual doom (and destiny in 
the lake of fire) is certain. 

“One little word shall fell him.” 

And this is how he’ll meet his end: Our ancient, strong, hateful, enemy will fall by just one little 
word. It’s debatable what single word this is referring to. Many assume this was talking about 
Satan’s final end as described in Revelation 20:7-10. In this passage, Satan leads a final rebellion 
against God after the Millennium, but this massive rebellion is snuffed out in a moment by fire 
falling from heaven and wiping them out. The devil is then cast into hell. Presumably God gave 
“the word” to end him. But there are other possibilities. The single word could refer to the 
name of Jesus, as evil trembles at his name. Others suppose it refers to the word of God as a 
whole (Scripture).  Whatever word Luther referred to, the point remains the same: Satan is a 
woefully powerful enemy that will be crushed by a single word from our far more powerful 
God. 
 
SONG OF PRAISE            Our God       

Water You turned into wine opened the eyes of the blind 
There's no one like you none like you 

Into the darkness You shine out of the ashes we rise 
There's No one like you none like you 

 
Our God is greater, our God is stronger 
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God You are higher than any other 
Our God is Healer, awesome in power 

Our God, Our God 
 

Into the darkness you shine out of the ashes we rise 
No one like you none like you 

Our God is greater, our God is stronger 
God You are higher than any other 

Our God is Healer, awesome in power 
Our God, Our God 

 
And if Our God is for us, then who could ever stop us? 

And if our God is with us, then what can stand against? 
And if Our God is for us, then who could ever stop us? 

And if our God is with us, then what can stand against? 
Then what can stand against? 

 
Our God is greater, our God is stronger 

God You are higher than any other 
Our God is Healer, awesome in power 

Our God, Our God 
 

Our God is greater, our God is stronger 
God You are higher than any other 

Our God is Healer, awesome in power 
Our God, Our God. 

 
Water you turned into wine, opened the eyes of the blind; 

There’s no one like you, none like you!  
 

 God is greater than any persecution we might face for our faith. 
 God is greater than the depressing trends of the American media and culture. 
 God is greater than you. And that is really, really good news. 

 
The Image of Greater---And God has given us the perfect picture of his greatness in the person 
of Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:3). The one who turned water into wine, who gave sight to the blind, 
who walked on water, who raised the dead, died for sinners, and then conquered death when 
he left the tomb. If you need to see that God is greater than anything in you or in your life, read 
the story of Jesus. See a man with authority and power over everything in this world — how-
ever dark and painful and hopeless — and know that he is alive and he can bring life and love 
and peace to you, right now. 
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This God who is greater is a God who is for you — he saves you, keeps you, works for you — if 
you will trust and follow him. Even though we deserve his wrath in every way, he will not be 
against you. “God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” 
(Romans 5:8). He is for us. The God of all power and all wisdom and all justice is for you. 
 
So who or what could stand against you and win? 
 
SCRIPTURE AND MESSAGE                                
Living Hope:  I Peter 5:6-14 
 
6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. 7 
Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. 
 
8 Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for 
someone to devour. 9 Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that the family of 
believers throughout the world is undergoing the same kind of sufferings. 
 
10 And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered 
a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. 11 To him be the 
power for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
12 With the help of Silas, whom I regard as a faithful brother, I have written to you briefly, en-
couraging you and testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand fast in it. 
 
13 She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you her greetings, and so does my son 
Mark. 14 Greet one another with a kiss of love. 
 
Peace to all of you who are in Christ. 
 
We often worry about our position and status, hoping we’ll get proper recognition for what we 
do.  But Peter advises us to remember that God’s recognition counts more than human praise.  
God is able and willing to bless us according to his own timing.  Obey God regardless of present 
circumstances, and in his good time—either in this life or in the next—he will lift you up.  Also, 
carrying your worries, stress, and daily struggles by yourself shows that you have not trusted 
God fully with your life.  It takes humility, however, to recognize that God cares, to admit your 
need, and to let others in his family help you.  Sometimes we think that struggles caused by 
our own sin and foolishness are not God’s concern.  But when we turn to him in repentance, 
he will bear the weight even of those struggles.  Letting God have your worries is active, not 
passive.  Don’t submit to circumstances, but to the Lord who controls circumstances.  
 
PRAYERS                               
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SONG OF RESPONSE    God of Grace and God of Glory         

 
1 God of grace and God of glory, 
on your people pour your power; 

crown your ancient Church’s story, 
bring its bud to glorious flower. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 
for the facing of this hour, 
for the facing of this hour. 

 
2 Lo! the hosts of evil round us 

scorn your Christ, assail his ways! 
Fears and doubts too long have bound us– 

free our hearts to work and praise. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 

for the living of these days, 
for the living of these days. 

 
 

4 Save us from weak resignation 
to the evils we deplore; 

let the gift of your salvation 
be our glory evermore. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
serving you whom we adore, 
serving you whom we adore. 

 
Today’s closing hymn has a final reference in verses two and four to 1 Peter 5: 8-9. 
 
Stanza 2 asks for God’s freedom: "Lo! the hosts of evil round us Scorn Thy Christ, assail His 
ways! Fears and doubts too long have bound us; Free our hearts to work and praise. Grant us 
wisdom, Grant us courage, For the living of these days." 

 We need to be aware of the hosts of evil around us against which we fight: Eph. 6.12 

 In order to wage a good warfare we must be free from fears and doubts that lead us 
into sin: Rom. 6.17-18 

 When we are truly free in Christ, then can we live by faith and not by sight: 2 Cor. 5.7 
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Stanza 4 asks for God’s salvation.  "Save us from weak resignation to the evils we deplore; Let 
the search for Thy salvation Be our glory evermore. Grant us wisdom, Grant us courage, Serv-
ing Thee whom we adore." 

 To save us from weak resignation, we need God to strengthen us: 1 Pet. 5.10 

 Therefore, it is important that we search for the salvation that God offers us in Christ: 
Phil. 2.12 

 Those who truly seek God’s salvation will serve Him faithfully all of their lives: 1 Thes. 
1.9 

 
BLESSING              
  
  CLOSING MUSIC     A Mighty Fortress is Our God            Organ 
 

A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing; 
our helper he, amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing. 

For still our ancient foe does seek to work us woe; 
his craft and power are great, and armed with cruel hate, 

on earth is not his equal. 
  


