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Worship Notes 
November 13, 2022 
All In—Genesis 12 

Shawn Barkley 
 

WELCOME VIDEO  
                     
PREPARATION MUSIC        God is Here! 
 

God is here! As we, your people, meet to offer praise and prayer, 
may we find in fuller measure what it is in Christ we share. 

Here, as in the world around us, all our varied skills and arts 
wait the coming of the Spirit into open minds and hearts. 

 
(a prayer)  Lord, even as you called Abram to leave his people, so you call us to leave behind 
our primary loyalties in order to follow you.  We respond to your call, to your presence in our 
lives, sometimes with faith, sometimes with hesitation.  It is frightening, Lord, to abandon the 
semblance of security and “go to the land you will show us.”  We want to know in advance 
where the land is and whether we will prosper there.  But you simply offer yourself as present 
in our lives, as worthy of all trust and you issue the invitation:  “Come, follow me”.   
 
IT’S SUNDAY VIDEO           
 
WELCOME AND PRAYERS              
 
CALL TO WORSHIP    
Leader:  God of the ages, we come into this holy space asking for your blessing, 
only to find that the abundance of your love is already around us. 
People:  Open our eyes to see the blessing of your creation in the beauty all 
around us.  Open our ears to hear the blessing of your word as it is proclaimed in 
story and song this day. 
Leader:  Open our hearts to experience the blessing of faith through the gentle 
touch of a friend or the supportive smile of a stranger. 
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People:  Open our doors, that we may become vessels of your blessing to a world 
still in need of salvation. 
 
(a prayer based on Genesis 12)  Lord, when you called one particular man and through 
him chose to bless one particular people, your vision encompassed all peoples on 
earth.  We marvel at the depth of your mercy, the breadth of your grace that 
brings salvation even to the ends of the earth.  May the day come when all the 
ends of the earth will remember and turn to you, and all the families of the na-
tions bow down before you.  Reveal your righteousness, O Lord, so that all na-
tions will come and worship you, praising you forever and ever.   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

SONG  OF PRAISE           ((66) The God of Abraham Praise 

1 The God of Abraham praise, who reigns enthroned above, 
Ancient of everlasting days, and God of love. 

Jehovah, great I AM, by earth and heaven confessed: 
we bow and bless the sacred name forever blest. 

 
2 He by himself has sworn, we on his oath depend, 

we shall, on eagles' wings upborne, to heaven ascend; 
we shall behold his face, we shall his power adore, 

and sing the wonders of his grace forevermore. 
 

3 The God who reigns on high the great archangels sing, 
and “Holy, holy, holy!” cry, “Almighty King! 

Who was and is the same, And evermore shall be: 
eternal Father, great I AM, we worship thee.” 

 
4 The whole triumphant host give thanks to God on high; 

“Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!” they ever cry. 
Hail, Abraham’s God, and mine! With heaven our songs we raise; 

all might and majesty are thine, and endless praise. 
 

Read Psalm 22:23  “You who fear the Lord, praise Him!  All you descendants of Jacob, honor 
Him!”  The God of Abraham is still our God today and is worthy of our praises to Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit---both now and through eternity.  Ask God to empower you, and give you the 
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opportunity to witness to someone he directs you to, and the strength to tell that Jesus 
Christ, has come and desires to be personal Redeemer-Lord.  Praise the God of Abraham as 
you go.   

 
SONG OF PRAISE          Christ Our Hope in Life and Death         

What is our hope in life and death? Christ alone, Christ alone 
What is our only confidence? That our souls to him belong 

Who holds our days within his hand? What comes, apart from his command? 
And what will keep us to the end? The love of Christ, in which we stand 

 
O sing hallelujah! Our hope springs eternal 
O sing hallelujah! Now and ever we confess 

Christ our hope in life and death 
 

What truth can calm the troubled soul? God is good, God is good 
Where is his grace and goodness known? In our great Redeemer's blood 

Who holds our faith when fears arise? Who stands above the stormy trial? 
Who sends the waves that bring us nigh Unto the shore, the rock of Christ? 

O sing hallelujah! Our hope springs eternal 
O sing hallelujah! Now and ever we confess 

Christ our hope in life and death 
 

Unto the grave, what will we sing? "Christ, he lives; Christ, he lives!" 
And what reward will heaven bring? Everlasting life with him 

There we will rise to meet the Lord Then sin and death will be destroyed 
And we will feast in endless joy When Christ is ours forevermore 

 
O sing hallelujah! Our hope springs eternal 
O sing hallelujah! Now and ever we confess 

Christ our hope in life and death 
O sing hallelujah! Our hope springs eternal 

O sing hallelujah! Now and ever we confess Christ our hope in life and death 
Now and ever we confess Christ our hope in life and death 

 
(A prayer based on Genesis 12: 11-13)  We have just esteemed Abram, the man of faith who 
left everything familiar because he trusted you, Lord.  Now we see the flip side of faith—the 
struggle, the doubt, the fear.  With your promise of blessing still echoing in his ears.  Abram 
compromised Sarai’s wellbeing because he lacked confidence in you.  How sad, and how sadly 
familiar to us.  We are like Abram, receiving your promises in faith one moment, doubting in 
fear the next.  Help us, Lord to trust you always.  
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SCRIPTURE AND MESSAGE                              
All In---Genesis 12 
If Genesis 11 is arguably the second lowest point in the Bible, then Genesis 12 is possibly the 
second most hopeful in the Bible—the only moment of greater triumph being the resurrection 
of Jesus. Since Genesis 3, everything in the unfolding story of the Scriptures has been downhill, 
from expulsion out of the Garden of Eden to fratricide to the Nephilim to the flood to the Tower 
of Babel. 

But in Genesis 12, God makes a decisive, gracious move not to abandon humanity entirely but 
to move toward us through raising up one man through whom he will save the whole world. 

As we meet Abram—whom God will later rename Abraham—it’s important to understand 
from the outset that Abram is not a righteous man when God calls him. We learn later in Joshua 
24:2 that Abram was actually an idol worshiper with his family. Abram does become a right-
eous man, but in the exact same way that you or I become righteous—by the grace of God, 
through faith (see more in Genesis 15). 

When God calls Abram out of Ur of the Chaldeans (that is, the Babylonians) and out of his 
father’s house, God calls Abram by making specific promises in Genesis 12:1–3. First, God prom-
ises he will make Abram into a great nation (Gen. 12:2), despite the fact that Abram’s wife Sarai 
was barren (Gen. 11:30). 

Second, God promises he would make Abram’s name great (Gen. 12:2). We should read this 
promise against the contrast of the people of Babylon (among whom Abram was living), who 
had sought to make a name for themselves by building a tower into heaven to assert their 
independence from God (Gen. 11:4). God would give Abram a name by grace, not on the basis 
of anything that Abram would achieve or accomplish. 

Finally, God promises not only that he would bless Abram (Gen. 12:2) but that Abram would 
be the dividing line of blessing and cursing in the world. So, anyone who blesses Abram, God 
promises to bless, and anyone who curses Abram, God insists he must curse.  God binds himself 
to bless and curse the whole world on the basis of how they relate to Abram. 

What this means is that Abram is not simply one of the first examples of someone who exer-
cises faith in God. Instead, Abram is something altogether different; he is the head of a new 
humanity, through whom God will bless the world, cursing anyone who curses him. 

But additionally, this means that God is clarifying his promise from Genesis 3:15, that the off-
spring of the woman would crush the head of the serpent. In Genesis 12, God is announcing 
the specific line through whom this offspring will come—it will come through Abram, whose 
family will bless all the families of the earth. 
 
PRAYERS                             Shawn Barkley  
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SONG OF RESPONSE            (574) Lord Speak to Me    

 
1 Lord, speak to me that I may speak 

In living echoes of your tone; 
As you have sought, so let me seek 

Your wandering children, lost, alone. 
 

2 O lead me, Lord, that I may lead 
The stumbling and the straying feet; 
and feed me, Lord, that I may feed 

Your hungry ones with manna sweet. 
 

3 O teach me, Lord, that I may teach 
The precious things which you impart; 

and wing my words, that they may reach 
The hidden depths of many a heart. 

 
4 O fill me with your fullness, Lord, 

Until my heart shall overflow 
In kindling thought and glowing word, 
Your love to tell, your praise to show. 

 
Read Genesis 12:1-3  Abram moved out in faith from Ur to Haran and finally to Canaan.  God 
then established a covenant with Abram, telling him that he would be the founder of a great 
nation.  Not only would this great nation be blessed, God said, but the other nations of the 
world would be blessed too-all because of Abram (remember the first lines of this hymn: Lord 
speak to me that I may speak).  Israel was to be a people who followed God and influenced 
those with whom it came in contact.  We, too, are to extend God’s love to all nations, not must 
our own.  Through Abram’s family tree, Jesus Christ was born to save humanity.  Through 
Christ, all people and all nations can have a personal relationship with God and be blessed 
beyond measure.   
 
BLESSING              Shawn Barkley 
  
CLOSING MUSIC          The God of Abraham Praise 
 

The God of Abraham praise, who reigns enthroned above; 
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Ancient of Everlasting Days, and God of Love; 
Jehovah, great I AM! by earth and heaven confessed; 

I bow and bless the sacred name forever blest. 
 
 

 
 


