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ADVENT I 
November 27, 2022 

Genesis 22 Abraham & Isaac 
Ben Simpson, sermon 

 
WELCOME VIDEO                              
 
PREPARATION MUSIC            An Advent Meditation 
 

Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in thee. 

— 
Savior of the nations, come; Virgin’s Son, here make Thy home! 

Marvel now, O heaven and earth, that the Lord chose such a birth. 
— 

Come now, O Prince of peace, make us one body. 
Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people. 

 
The season of Advent, a season of waiting, is designed to cultivate our awareness of God’s 
actions—past, present, future.  In Advent we hear the prophecies of the Messiah’s coming as 
addressed to us---people who wait for the second coming.  In Advent we heighten our antici-
pation for the ultimate fulfillment of all Old Testament promises, when the wolf will lie down 
with the lamb, death will be swallowed up, and every tear will be wiped away.  Advent high-
lights for us the larger story of God’s redemptive plan.  There is a “tension” in Advent.  Christ 
has come, and yet not all things have reached completion.  While we remember Israel’s waiting 
and hoping and we give thanks for Christ’s birth, we also anticipate his second coming at the 
end of time.  Advent is a penitential season, a time for discipline and intentional repentance in 
the confident expectation and hope of Christ’s coming again.  To help us begin our observance 
of Advent in 2022, Teri McKibben greets us with the organ playing verses of three different 
Advent hymns.    
 
ADVENT WORSHIP VIDEO            
 
WELCOME AND PRAYERS               
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ADVENT WREATH  (Up to Restoration)  
Reader One: “I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the 
Lord!’” (Psalm 122:1 NRSV) 

Reader Two: We are glad. Whether we drove in or climbed up, whether we logged 
on or tuned in. We are glad to be here in this community, with this family. It is a 
place of joyful hope, of radical welcome. It is a place where, together, we can wait 
in wondrous anticipation of the kingdom to come. 

Reader One: “Many peoples shall come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the moun-
tain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that God may teach us God’s 
ways and that we may walk in Gods paths’” (Isaiah 2:3 NRSV). 

Reader Two: We light this Advent candle as a sign of our hope, our joyous hope 
that we can be restored – our faith restored, our strength restored, our confi-
dence restored, our joy restored as we watch and wait with all God’s people for 
the promise to be fulfilled. 

Lighting candles on the Advent Wreath, reminds us of “peoples in darkness” beginning to see 
the LIGHT OF CHRIST coming into the world, offering us hope.  Today’s reading comes from 
Psalm 122:1 and Isaiah 2:3.  Psalm 122 expresses joy over and prayers for Jerusalem, the city 
identified with God’s presence in the temple.  What Jerusalem was for the Israelites the church 
is to the believer.  Going to God’s house can be a chore or a delight.  For the psalmist, it was a 
delight.  As a pilgrim to one of the three great religious feats, he was excited to worship with 
God’s people in God’s house.  We may find worship a chore if we have sin in our lives of if our 
love for God has cooled.  But if we are close to God and enjoy his presence, we will hunger to 
worship, and praise him.  In Isaiah 2, God gave Isaiah the gift of seeing the future.  Here God 
showed Isaiah what would eventually happen to Jerusalem.  Revelation 21 depicts the glorious 
fulfilment of this prophecy in the new earth, where only those whose names are written in 
God’s book will be allowed to enter.   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
SONG  OF PRAISE              O Come, O Come Emmanuel            

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 

(Refrain) 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 
3 O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by thine advent here; 
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and drive away the shades of night, and pierce the clouds and bring us light! 
(Refrain) 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 
5 O come, Desire of nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind; 

bid envy, strife and quarrels cease; fill all the world with heaven's peace.  
(Refrain) 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel! 

Luke 1: 32,33  He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.  The Lord God will 
give Him the throne of His father David, and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, his 
kingdom will never end.  Jesus came not only to be EMMANUEL (God with us), but even in a 
more personal way, God in us.  We sing three verses today, but each of the verses greets the 
anticipated Messiah with one of the titles ascribed him throughout the Old Testament, today 
we focus on Emmanuel, Dayspring, Desire of Nations.    
 
SONG OF PRAISE             Emmanuel is Coming!     
Shadows fall around us; now we face the night.  Hope and faith surround us, soon will come 
the light.  Prepare the way, Emmanuel is coming, prepare the way, Emmanuel is coming, O 
prepare the way, Emmanuel is coming.  Will we be ready to greet our Lord and King?  Prepare 
the way, Emmanuel is coming, prepare the way, Emmanuel is coming, O prepare the way, Em-
manuel is coming.  Will we be ready to greet our Lord and King?  Prophets tell of the Promised 
One; from heaven above to earth he will come, soon the world will know the time is here.  God 
will send a sign to show the Savior is here.  Prepare the way, Emmanuel is coming, prepare the 
way, Emmanuel is coming, O prepare the way, Emmanuel is coming.  Will we be ready to greet 
our Lord and King?  He may come in the dark of night or heaven may glow with radiant light.  
We will know him by the peace he brings, and proclaim him Lord and King of all kings!  Prepare 
the way, Emmanuel is coming, prepare the way, Emmanuel is coming, O prepare the way, Em-
manuel is coming.  Will we be ready to greet our Lord and King?  Come now, Emmanuel.  All 
the world is waiting, Come now, Emmanuel.   
 
Our anthem encourages us to prepare for the Lord’s Coming.  The Lord has come, the Lord has 
promised to come again.  Here are some ways you can prepare during this Advent season:   
Live in the light of His first coming; Be discerning; Accept the uncertainties; Don't lose hope; 
Encourage one another; Live as if today was the day; Keep on doing the work Jesus left us to 
do. 
 
SCRIPTURE AND MESSAGE                                  
Genesis 22—Abraham and Issac 
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PRAYERS                             
 
SONG OF RESPONSE        (135) Come Thou Long Expected Jesus      
 

1 Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; 
dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 

 
2 Born thy people to deliver, born a child, and yet a king, 

born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 

by thine all-sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 

Haggai 2:&  I will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall come!  The Old Testament 
prophecies were very specific concerning our Lord’s first advent.  The prophets gave the exact 
location of his birth (Micah 5:2) as well as the sign that He would be virgin born (Isaiah 7:14).  
Likewise the New Testament gives clear instructions regarding the second advent:  There shall 
be signs in the sun and in the moon, and in the stars, and upon the earth distress of na-
tions…and when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for 
your redemption draweth near (Luke 21: 25-28).  Rejoice in the truth that God’s eternal prom-
ises are unchangeable: Christ was born and He will return.   
 
BLESSING             
 
CLOSING MUSIC      O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel 
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel… Whenever we sing this carol, we ask, not once, but twice that 
Emmanuel come. Perhaps the author who penned these words was so driven by a heartfelt 
longing for God’s return to earth that he felt he must ask twice for Emmanuel’s advent. Or 
maybe he wanted to remind us that the Savior would indeed come again. Israel’s cry in the first 
century was for the Messiah’s first appearance. Two thousand years later, we cry out for His 
Second Coming. 
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Emmanuel. God with us. The name that sums up what Christmas means for the believer. It’s 
not that God simply chose to become a man so that He could feel what it’s like to be in our 
shoes. Or that we needed a friend in God, and He wanted to be more accessible. God made 
Himself a servant. The infinite God enclosed Himself in a woman’s womb for nine months. God 
Himself was wrapped in swaddling clothes and placed in a feeding trough for a bed. God made 
Himself vulnerable. Picture Jesus, the firstborn above all creation, the one through whom God 
spoke the creation of the world, sitting on His mother Mary’s lap, learning to read and write! 
Such mysteries can never be fully explained. But it’s the story of God coming to man – God’s 
being with us – that lies at the heart of the Christian worldview. O come, O come! God, be with 
us! 
 
And ransom captive Israel… The Jews were not praying for the Messiah’s appearing as one 
would hope to see a solar eclipse or desire to witness a fascinating event. They knew that when 
the Messiah would come, He would ransom captive Israel. Surely, God had seen their mourning 
in lonely exile under Babylon and now Rome. Their warrior – God’s Representative would soon 
be on the way. Most Jews looked forward to the day when God would come and put His world 
to rights, end their exile, fulfill His promises and rescue His people. But those events would not 
transpire until the Son of God appeared. 
 
Rejoice! Oppressed and languishing in a spiritual state of exile, first-century Jews could still cry 
out with expectation and hope, Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! Like 
a prisoner who weeps when he discovers he will soon be pardoned, Israel could rejoice through 
the tears of exile, because they knew their God to be a God who keeps His word, One who 
always fulfills all He has promised His people. 

 
 


