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December 4, 2022 
Revelation 1:1-7 
WORSHIP NOTES 

 
WELCOME VIDEO                          
 
PREPARATION MUSIC      As the Dark Awaits the Dawn 
As the dark awaits the dawn, so we await your light.   O Star of promise, scatter night, loving 
bright, loving bright, till shades of fear are gone.   Shine your future on this place, enlighten 
every guest, that through us stream your holiness, bright and blest, bright and blest; come 
dawn, O Sun of grace. 
 
Isaiah 60:2-4  For behold, darkness covers the earth, and thick darkness is over the peoples; 
but the LORD will rise upon you, and His glory will appear over you.  Nations will come to your 
light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn.  Lift up your eyes and look around: They all 
gather and come to you; your sons will come from afar, and your daughters will be carried on 
the arm… 
 
(a prayer)  For we have received “the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Christ.”  Lord, you have given us the light of your presence, your very own glory, to shine on 
us, in us, through us, and around us.  And now in these days when darkness covers the earth, 
you call us to action—to shine before all humanity, that they may see our good deeds and give 
praise to you, Lord!  While we await the ultimate consummation of this promise in the coming 
of our Messiah, help us to do all we can to dispel the darkness from the world around us.   
 
WELCOME AND PRAYERS       
 
ADVENT WREATH CANDLE II        
Reader One: “They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth 
will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. On that day 
the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire 
of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious” (Isaiah 11:9-10). (A prayer:  The Right-
eous One has come and will come again.  The Spirit of the Lord will rest on Him; 
every decision he makes will be godly, every judgment just.  This is the One who 
comes with the Spirit of wisdom, knowledge, power, understanding, counsel, and 
the fear of the Lord --the heritage of peace.  This is my Lord Jesus!)  
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Reader Two: We are the followers of that root of Jesse Isaiah spoke of. We are 
the ones who are now called to stand as a signal to the world, to all of creation, 
that peace is the will of the one who created us. Peace is the knowledge of the 
Lord that we proclaim from sea to shining sea. (Read Romans 15:4-13---Paul 
quotes Isaiah 11 here.  We pray asking Jesus to teach us to model ourselves after 
him.  Jesus, fill our hearts with joy and thanksgiving as we share your life and love 
with one another.  By the power of your Holy Spirit help us to protect and build 
up those who are weak.  Bring all your people together in unity, Lord—weak and 
strong, rich and poor, young and old, so that with one heart and one mind we 
might glorify our Father in heaven and bring praise to your wonderful name.) 

Reader One: “In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness proclaim-
ing. “Repent for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” And “bear fruit worthy 
of repentance” (Read Matthew 3:1,2, 8 The gospel of the kingdom is not simply 
an abstract theory or a lofty ideal, it is instead a spiritual reality to be experienced 
and lived in right here, right now, by anyone who will confess and repent and 
receive Jesus as Savior and Lord.  For this I give you praise, and I pray for the 
privilege, Lord, that my voice may be used to declare your word and to prepare 
the way for your kingdom to come into the lives of others.) 

Reader Two: We light these candles, the candle of joyful hope and the candle of 
proclaimed peace, in part to remind ourselves that we are a people rising toward 
God’s promise. But we also light them as a sign to the world, an announcement 
there are some who hold on to hope and there are some who work the ways of 
peace. We stand as a sign that Emmanuel is still our fervent prayer.  Jesus, you 
shared with your Father in the joy and wonder of creating everything that now 
exists.  And yet when we were lost and fallen, you were willing to take on the 
frailty of our human nature and become one of us so that we might be saved.  We 
praise and worship you, Emmanuel, you are indeed God with us! 

SONG  OF PRAISE      (167)  Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence         

1 Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand; 
ponder nothing earthly minded, for with blessing in his hand 

Christ our God to earth descendeth, our full homage to demand. 
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2 King of kings, yet born of Mary, as of old on earth he stood, 
Lord of lords, in human vesture, in the body and the blood, 
he will give to all the faithful his own self for heavenly food. 

 
3 Rank on rank the host of heaven spreads its vanguard on the way, 

as the Light of Light descendeth from the realms of endless day, 
that the powers of hell may vanish as the darkness clears away. 

 
4 At his feet the six-winged seraph, cherubim, with sleepless eye, 
veil their faces to the presence, as with ceaseless voice they cry, 

"Alleluia, alleluia, Alleluia, Lord Most High! 
 
This hymn helps prepare us for the practice of communion. Spiritual preparation is important 
before partaking.  “We remember the sky, the earth and the sea, the sun and the moon, the 
stars and all creation, the angels and archangels, powers, mights, dominations, principalities, 
thrones, the many-eyed Cherubim who say those words of David: ‘Praise the Lord with me.’ 
We remember the Seraphim, standing around the throne of God, who with two wings cover 
their faces, with two their feet and with two, fly; who say: ‘Holy, holy, holy, Lord of Sabaoth.’  

Freedom and joy are certainly important aspects within our faith, but it is important to remem-
ber the weight of the burden Christ took on for us. This hymn helps us to remember this, and 
can help put us in a right frame of mind to appreciate the freedom we have in Christ.   
 
SONG OF PRAISE           The Yearning                

There is a yearning in hearts weighed down 
by ancient grief and centuries of sorrow. 

There is a yearning in hearts that in the darkness 
hide and in the shades of death abide, 

a yearning for tomorrow. 
There is a yearning, a yearning for the promised One, 

the Firstborn of creation. 
There is a yearning for the Lord who visited His own, 

and by His death for sin atoned, 
to bring to us salvation. 

Emmanuel, Emmanuel, within our hearts, the yearning. 
Emmanuel, Emmanuel, within our hearts, the yearning. 

There is a yearning that fills the hearts of those who wait 
the day of His appearing. 

There is a yearning when all our sorrows are erased 
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and we shall see the One who placed within 
our hearts the yearning. 

Emmanuel, Emmanuel, within our hearts, the yearning. 
Emmanuel, Emmanuel, within our hearts, the yearning. 
Emmanuel, Emmanuel, within our hearts, the yearning. 
Emmanuel, Emmanuel, within our hearts, the yearning. 

 
A thought:  The hand that measured out the seas and marked off the heavens is the hand that 
holds us close to the heart of God.  The hand that laid the earth’s foundation and directed the 
stars to their places is the hand that directs us to ours.  The hand that shaped the mountains 
and leveled the plains is the hand that defends us.  The hand that was nailed to the cross is the 
hand that wipes away my tears.  The hand that holds all thing together is the hand that will 
never let me go.   
 
SCRIPTURE AND MESSAGE                                  
Revelation 1:1-7 
A prayer:  Jesus, you are the Faithful Witness---our witness to God and God’s witness to us.  As 
Son of God and Son of Man, you have redeemed us from our sins and reconciled us with the 
Father so that we can come before him in peace and confidence.  As sovereign Lord, you have 
made us kings and priests to serve with you.  As Alpha and Omega, you have begun a good 
work of salvation in our hearts, and you will complete it.  As the Living One who has died and 
returned to life, you continue to dwell in our midst as our Sustainer, our Protector and our 
Friend.  
 
COMMUNION AND PRAYERS      
 
SONG OF RESPONSE               The Lord’s Prayer        
Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil: for Thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen. 
 
BLESSING              
  
CLOSING MUSIC   Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending 
 
Lo! He comes, with clouds descending, once for our salvation slain; thousand thousand saints 
attending swell the triumph of His train.  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! God appears on earth to 
reign. 
    
This hymn is based on the Second coming of Jesus Christ as presented in Revelation 1:7, “Be-
hold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: 
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and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.”  John is announcing 
the return of Jesus to earth.  Jesus’ Second Coming will be visible and victorious.  All people 
will see him arrive and they will know it is Jesus.  When he comes, he will conquer evil and 
judge all people according to their deeds.   

 
 
 


