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WORSHIP NOTES 
ADVENT III 

December 11, 2022 
WELCOME VIDEO                              
 
PREPARATION MUSIC       Angels We Have Heard on High    
Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o'er the plains.  And the mountains in reply ech-
oing their joyous strains.  Gloria, in excelsis Deo. Gloria, in excelsis Deo. 
 
Scripture teaches that angels are the ministering servants of God and that they are continually 
being sent to help and protect us, the heirs of salvation.  In addition, one of their important 
tasks was their momentous occasion announcing Christ’s arrival on earth with their praise 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to all on whom his favor rests” (Luke 2:14).  
Rejoice that God’s angels are concerned about you and are sent to protect you personally.   
 
ADVENT PREPARATION VIDEO          
 
WELCOME AND PRAYERS               
 
ADVENT WREATH---THE LORD’S HIGHWAY (Isaiah 35:1-10, Psalm 146:5-10) 
 
Reader One: “The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall re-
joice and blossom; like the crocus. It shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with 
joy and singing . . . A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; 
the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God's people; no traveler, not 
even fools, shall go astray . . . And the ransomed of the LORD shall return and 
come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall 
obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.” (Isaiah 35:1-2, 8, 
10). 

Reader Two: The prophet Isaiah tells us about the joy of ascending to God’s 
house. The prophet tells us to imagine being set free, being unburdened, being 
released to live, to fully live in the grace and wonder of life itself, surrounded by 
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those who love us like no one else. And then he tells us that the journey to get 
there is just as much a joy. 

Thank you, Lord, for the hope of freedom.  I will lift up my feeble hands to you in 
praise and bow my trembling knees in worship.  Strengthen my faint head as I 
wait for you to come and save me.  Then I will see with my own eyes the deliver-
ance and glory of the Lord.  The Day of the Lord will be a wild, hilarious day of 
seeing and hearing, of leaping and dancing and shouting and singing.  No staid, 
inhibited praises there.  The earth, too, will open its mouth with joy and drink 
and become a garden like the first morning of earth.  Come quickly, Lord Jesus! 

Reader One: The Psalmist says “Happy are these whose help is the God of Jacob, 
whose hope is in the Lord . . . who made heaven and earth . . . who keeps faith . . 
. who executes justice . . . gives food . . . sets prisoners free . . . opens eyes . . . lifts 
up . . . watches over . . . upholds . . . The Lord will reign forever, your God, O Zion, 
for all generations. Praise the Lord!” (Psalm 146) 

Reader Two: We light these candles, the candle of joyous hope, of proclaimed 
peace, and of deep and everlasting joy, as a sign that we are those who walk with 
a skip in our step because we can see the destination, and it is pure joy. We are 
ascending to God’s promise. 

Most of the psalms are prayers, and most of the prayers include praise 
to God.  Praise expresses admiration, appreciation and thanks.  Praise 
in the book of Psalms is often directed to God, and just as often the 
praise is shared with others.  Considering all that God has done and does 
for us, what could be more natural than outbursts of heartfelt praise?  
Note the praise given to God, not only for what he does-his creation, his 
blessings, his forgiveness—but also for who he is—loving, just, faithful, 
forgiving, patient.  Note also, those times when the praise of God is 
shared with others and they, too, are encouraged to praise him.  Con-
sider ways you have recently praised God or told others all that he has 
done for you! 

 
SONG  OF PRAISE          Lo! How a Rose E’er Blooming         

1 Lo! how a Rose e'er blooming from tender stem hath sprung, 
Of Jesse's lineage coming, as saints of old have sung. 
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It came a floweret bright, amid the cold of winter, 
when half spent was the night. 

 
2 Isaiah 'twas foretold it, the Rose I have in mind; 
With Mary we behold it, the virgin mother kind. 

To show God's love aright, she bore to us a Savior, 
when half spent was the night. 

 
3 This Flower, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the air, 

dispels with glorious splendor the darkness everywhere. 
True man, yet very God, from sin and death he saves us 

and lightens every load. 
 
The origin of the image of the rose has been open to much speculation. For ex-
ample, an apocryphal legend has it that on Christmas Eve, a monk in Trier found 
a blooming rose while walking in the woods, and then placed the rose in a vase 
on an altar to the Virgin Mary. 
 
Some Catholic sources claim that the focus of the hymn was originally upon Mary, 
who is compared to the symbol of the “mystical rose” in Song of Solomon 2:1: “I 
am the rose of Sharon, and the lily of the valleys.” 
 
It has been suggested that at a later date Protestants took the hymn, altering its 
focus from Mary to Jesus. Citing Isaiah 11:1—“And there shall come forth a rod 
out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots.”—some con-
troversy arose as to the original German word in the first line of stanza one: Was 
it “Ros” (rose) or “Reis” (branch)? 
 
A third passage from Isaiah 35:1KJV suggests a stronger biblical basis for the im-
age: “The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the desert 
shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose.” 
 
SONG OF PRAISE           A Celtic Noel            
Noel, noel! The heavens are ringing.  Creation is singing as angels take wing.  Noel, noel!  Let 
great jubilation resound through creation to welcome the King.  Sing alleluia, alleluia!  Gloria, 
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gloria!  Glory to God!  Noel, noel!  The song is beginning with praise and thanksgiving.  Sing 
Jesus is born!  Noel, noel!  The angels are praising.  The shepherds are raising their voice to the 
sky.  Noel, noel! Lay gifts now before him.  Come kneel and adore him, the Savior divine.  Sing 
alleluia, alleluia!  Gloria, gloria! Glory to God.  Noel, noel!  God’s light is upon us.  His Words is 
among us, for Jesus is born.  It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, from 
angels bending near the earth, to touch their harps of gold.  Peace on the earth, good will to 
all, from heav’n’s all-gracious King.  The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the glorious angels 
sing!  Sing Noel!  Noel, noel!  The heavens are ringing.  Creation is singing as angels take wing.  
Noel, noel!  Let great jubilation resound through creation to welcome the King.  Sing alleluia, 
alleluia! Gloria, gloria!  Glory to God!  Noel, noel! The song is beginning with praise and thanks-
giving.  Sing gloria, gloria gloria! Glory to God!  Sing noel!  Sing noel!  Song noel!  
 
This anthem continues with “the outbursts of heartfelt praise and joy” we expe-
rienced in Psalm 146.  Noel is another word for greetings.  In this anthem there’s 
great joy as creation welcomes the King.  The angel’s greeting to the shepherds is 
quoted:  “Glory to God”.  Shepherds kneel before him as they greet the King.  
God’s light is upon us, his Word is among us.  Heavens are ringing…creation is 
singing!   
 
SCRIPTURE AND MESSAGE                                
Isaiah 35; Matthew 11:2-11 
 
Isaiah has been delivering a message of judgment, but here in Chapter 
35 Isaiah breaks through with a vision of beauty and encouragement.  
God is just as thorough in his mercy as he is severe in his judgment.  
God’s complete moral perfection is revealed by his hatred of all sin, and 
this leads to judgment.  This same moral perfection is revealed in his 
love for all he has created.  This leads to mercy for those who have 
sinned but who have sincerely loved Jesus and put their trust in him.  
This chapter is a beautiful picture of the final Kingdom in which God will 
establish his justice and destroy all evil.  This is the world the redeemed 
can anticipate after the judgment when creation itself will rejoice in 
God. While Chapter 34 spoke of great distress when God will judge all 
people for their actions, Chapter 35 pictures the days when life will be 
peaceful at last, and everything will be made right.  Carmel and Sharon 
were regions of thick vegetation and fertile soil.  They were symbols of 
productivity and plenty.    
 
In Matthew 11, John the Baptist sat in prison…he began to have some 
doubts about whether Jesus really was the Messiah.  Jesus answered 
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John’s doubts by pointing to Jesus’ acts of healing the blind, lame, and 
deaf, curing the lepers, raising the dead, and preaching the Good News 
to the poor.  With so much evidence, Jesus’ identity was obvious.  If you 
sometimes doubt your salvation, the forgiveness of your sins, or God’s 
work in your life, look at the evidence in Scripture and the changes in 
your life.  When you doubt, don’t turn away from Christ; turn to him.   
 
 
PRAYERS                           
 
SONG OF RESPONSE        I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light    
  
 

1. I want to walk as a child of the light. I want to follow Jesus. 
God set the stars to give light to the world. The star of my life is Jesus. 

Refrain: 
In him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike. 
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

 
3 I'm looking for the coming of Christ. I want to be with Jesus. 

When we have run with patience the race, we shall know the joy of Jesus. 
Refrain: 

In him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike. 
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

 
Ephesians 5:8  For though your hearts were once full of darkness, now 
you are full of light from the Lord, and your behavior should show it!  
For this light within you produces only what is good and right and true. 
 
As people filled with light, our actions should reflect our faith.  We should live 
above reproach morally so that we will reflect God’s goodness to others.   

 
BLESSING          
 
CLOSING MUSIC      Prepare the way, O Zion!          Teri McKibben 
Prepare the way, O Zion, your Christ is drawing near! Let every hill and valley a level way 
appear. Greet One who comes in glory, foretold in sacred story. O blest is Christ who came in 
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God’s most holy name. Fling wide your gates, O Zion; your Savior’s rule embrace, and tidings 
of salvation proclaim in every place.  All lands will bow rejoicing, their adoration voicing. 
O blest is Christ who came in God’s most holy name. 
 
Read the entire Psalm 24 from your Bible.  Here is 7-10:  Lift up your heads, you gates; be lifted 
up, you ancient doors,  that the King of glory may come in.  Who is this King of glory?  The Lord 
strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle.  Lift up your heads, you gates; lift them up, you 
ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in. Who is he, this King of glory? The Lord 
Almighty—he is the King of glory. God made the world in the past, is worshiped now by people 
of integrity and holiness, and is coming to redeem the world.  The psalm insists that holiness is 
the proper response to the God of creation and future redemption.    
 
 


