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WORSHIP NOTES 
December 18, 2022 
Revelation 12: 1-17 

 
BRASS CAROLS 
If you don’t hear enough carols at Christmas, this time is for you!  Come early and listen or sing 
along as the Crestview Brass plays familar Christmas carols beginning at 9:10am as a part of 
today’s worship.   
 
WELCOME VIDEO                              
 
PREPARATION MUSIC       Concerto in F Minor 
George Frideric Handel is well-known for composing the masterwork THE MESSIAH and also 
the music for the hymn JOY TO THE WORLD.  Today, we hear other music composed by Handel, 
two movements from a concerto originally composed for oboe, now transcribed for trombone.  
Crestview Member Erich Corfman is finishing his degree program at Indiana University in 
trombone, and is present today to play this music.  The mood moves from the opening “Grave” 
(dark) to the “Allegro” (fast and vibrant)—in a way symbolic of the light coming into the world 
overcoming darkness.   
 
ADVENT VIDEO MESSAGE    
 
WELCOME AND PRAYERS                
 
ADVENT WREATH--Fourth Sunday of Advent 
“Give You a Sign” --  Isaiah 7:10-16, Matthew 1:18-25 

Reader One: Isaiah said that the Lord spoke to the king and said, “Ask a sign of 
the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven” (Isaiah 7:11). But 
when the king refused, God would not be stopped. “Therefore, the Lord himself 
will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son and 
shall name him Immanuel” (Isaiah 7:14). 

A sign!  Immanuel, here predicted, has come to earth, ascended to heaven and will come again.  
Yet through His Spirit, He is continually here.  God with us.  I honor you, Lord God, because 
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your words are always true and your promises are sure, though they may be a long time in 
coming.  For the revelation awaits an appointed time, it speaks of the end and will not prove 
false.  Though it lingers, wait for it, it will certainly come and will not delay.   

Reader Two: God wants us to know, even when we aren’t sure ourselves. God 
wants us to experience God’s presence, even when we think we can handle life 
on our own. God sends us signs of God’s presence with us; all we need to do is 
keep our eyes open and look. 

Reader One: "Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name 
him Emmanuel," which means, ‘God is with us.’" When Joseph awoke from sleep, 
he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife but, had 
no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus 
(Matthew 1:23-25). 

Jesus, you amaze us—-you were present when the earth was spun into orbit and the stars were 
ordered in the night sky.  You designed the awesome workings of our planet and all that live 
here on it.  You shared with your Father in the joy and wonder of cresting everything that now 
exists.  And yet when we were lost and fallen, you were willing to take on the frailty of our 
human nature and become one of us so that we might be saved.  We praise and worship you, 
IMMANUEL.  You are indeed “God with us”.   

Reader Two: We light these candles, the candle of joyous hope, of proclaimed 
peace, of deep everlasting joy, and today of presence that speaks of love, as a 
sign that no matter our circumstance, we know we are not alone. 

SONG  OF PRAISE         (150)    What Child is This?        

1. What child is this who, laid to rest, on Mary's lap is sleeping, 
whom angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary. 

 
2. Why lies he in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christians, fear; for sinners here the silent Word is pleading. 

Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borned for me, for you; 
hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mary. 

 
3. So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh, come, peasant, king, to own him. 
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The King of kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone him. 
Raise, raise the song on high, the virgin sings her lullaby; 

joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary. 
 
Luke 2:17—when they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had 
been told them about this child.  The question asked in this carol must have been 
uppermost in the minds of those present at Jesus’ birth.  We can almost hear the 
questions being asked from one to another as they gazed into the humble manger.  
How difficult it must have been for them to understand that the bade who lay in 
“such mean estate” was truly the promised Messiah.  And through the centuries 
folks have continued to ponder who Christ really is—-how can he be fully God and 
still fully man?  Only through divine faith comes the revealed answer.   
 
SONG OF PRAISE           Joy to the World             
 

Sing joy, joy, joy, joy, joy to all the world!  
Sing joy, joy, joy, joy, joy to all the world!  Sing joy!  Sing joy!  Sing joy! 

 
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her King; 
let ev’ry heart prepare him room 

and heav’n and nature sing, 
and heav’n and nature sing, 

and heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
Let all their songs employ, 

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains, 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace 
and makes the nations prove 

the glories of his righteousness 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders of his love, 
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and wonders, wonders of his love. 
 

Sing joy, joy, joy, joy, joy to all the world!  
Sing joy, joy, joy, joy, joy to all the world!   

Sing joy!  Sing joy!  Sing joy! 
 
Read Luke 2:10—the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, I bring you good news of 
great joy that will be for all the people.”  This is one of the most joyous of all 
Christmas hymns, it omits references to shepherds, angelic choruses, and wise men.  
It emphasizes instead the reverent but ecstatic joy that Christ’s birth brought to 
mankind.  The text is a paraphrase of the last parts of Psalm 98: Make a joyful noise 
unto the Lord, all the earth; make a loud noise and rejoice and sing praise.  Let the 
floods clap their hands; let the hills be joyful together before the Lord; for he 
cometh to judge the earth; with righteousness shall he judge the world and the 
people with equity.   

 
SCRIPTURE AND MESSAGE                              
Revelation 12:1-17 
 
The apostle Paul tells us that we are in a spiritual battle (Eph 6:101-2).  John says 
that the war is still being waged, but the outcome has already been determined.  
Satan and his followers have been defeated and will be destroyed.  Nevertheless, 
Satan is battling daily to bring more into his ranks and to keep his own from 
defecting to God’s side.  Those who belong to Christ have gone into battle on God’s 
side and he has guaranteed them victory.  God will not lose the war; but we must 
make certain not to lose the battle for our own souls.  Don’t waver in your 
commitment to Christ.  A great spiritual battle is being fought and there is no time 
for indecision. 
 
PRAYERS                          
 
SONG OF RESPONSE        (138) Savior of the Nations, Come      
 

1 Savior of the nations, come; show yourself the Virgin’s son. 
Fill with wonder all the earth, that our God chose such a birth. 

 
2 Not by human power or seed did the woman’s womb conceive; 

Only by the Spirit’s breath was the Word of God made flesh.  
 

3 Christ laid down his majesty, passed thro’ dark Gethsemane; 
Though he left his Father’s home, Christ now sits on God’s own throne. 
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4 Christ in glory, intercede for your creatures’ suffering need; 
Let your resurrecting power soon complete the victory hour. 

 
5 Praise to you, O Lord, we sing;  praise to Christ, our newborn King! 
With the Father, Spirit, one, let your lasting kingdom come.  

 
Read Psalm 67:2  …that your ways may be known on earth, your salvation among all 
nations.  Joy comes from spreading the news about God around the world.  Could 
the psalmist have looked across the years to see the gospel go throughout the earth?  
This psalm surely speaks of the fulfillment of the great commission (Matt 28: 18-20) 
when Jesus comanded that the gospel be taken to all nations.  Count yourself among 
that great crowd of believers worldwide who knew the Savior; praise him for his 
Good News and share that gospel so that the harvest will be abundant.   
 
BLESSING          
 
CLOSING MUSIC           Hark, the Glad Sound!         Organ 
 

Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes, the Savior promised long! 
Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne, and ev’ry voice a song. 

He comes the pris’ners to release, in Satan’s bondage held; 
the gates of brass before Him burst, the iron fetters yield. 

Our glad Hosannas, Prince of Peace, Thy welcome shall proclaim; 
and heav’n’s eternal arches ring with Thy beloved Name. 

 
Read Psalm 107.  It’s a psalm of thanksgiving for God’s faithfulness, deliverance, and covenant 
love in response to human repentance, turning away from sin and toward God.  This is 
celebrated through a repeated pattern of describing various groups of people who have 
experienced calamity, turned toward God, and experienced deliverance.  The psalm concludes 
with a “hymn” of praise to God and a proverb-like refrain that calls on the wise to “take this to 
heart.”  This hymn-text on which the music is based, reflects these thoughts as does the music 
heard in today’s postlude.   

 
 


