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WORSHIP NOTES 

January 8, 2023 
James 1—Faith that Works--Shawn Barkley, sermon 

 
WELCOME VIDEO                              
 
PREPARATION MUSIC               Gather Us In              Organ 
Here in this place—new light is streaming, now is the darkness vanished away; 
see in this space our fears and our dreamings brought here to you in the light of 
the day. Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, gather us in, the blind and the 
lame; call to us now, and we shall awaken, we shall arise at the sound of our 
name.    
 
Responding to James 1:17  Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, 
and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or 
shadow of turning. 
 
As we have celebrated God’s light coming into the world, we now live in the 
light.  Today in worship we bring the darkness in our life, our fears, our dreams, 
our sickness, our health, all that we are, and bathe in the light which exposes all 
darkness.  God draws us to him and changes us in his presence showering us 
with good gifts.    
                
IT’S SUNDAY VIDEO              
 
WELCOME AND PRAYERS                 
 
ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS           
 
CALL TO WORSHIP   based on James 1:16; Matthew 11:29 
L: Come to the Lord, all you people, asking God to fill your needs. 
C: Lord, we know that you are faithful, giving us every good  
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thing. 
L: Come to the Lord, all you people, seeking answers for your  
troubled souls. 
C: Lord, we know that in You are all wisdom and knowledge.  
Teach us your ways, God, and give rest to our hearts. 
L: Come to the Lord, all you people, knocking and waiting. Know that  
God is ready to meet us all in this place! 
C: Here, Lord, in your presence, we have our needs met. Open 
our hearts, our minds, our ears, and our eyes, so that we receive  
what  You have for us this day. 
 
Responding to James 1:5  If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives 
to all liberally and without reproach.   
 
(a prayer)  I look to you, Lord, to bring me through every trial I face today.  
Sometimes it is hard to remember that trials are part of a spiritual process 
designed to produce maturity, character and integrity in my life.  I confess that at 
times I wish you had some other way for me to grow.  But I praise you, Lord, that 
along with the problems I face, you graciously provide me with wisdom and 
strength to carry on.  Have your way in my life, Father.  Make me a child you can 
be proud of.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

SONG  OF PRAISE          For the Beauty of the Earth         
1 For the beauty of the earth, 

for the glory of the skies, 
for the love which from our birth 

over and around us lies, 
 

Refrain: 
Lord of all, to thee we raise 

this our hymn of grateful praise. 
 

2 For the beauty of each hour 
of the day and of the night, 

hill and vale, and tree, and flower, 
sun and moon and stars of light, [Refrain] 
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3 For the joy of ear and eye, 
for the heart and mind's delight, 

for the mystic harmony 
linking sense to sound and sight, [Refrain] 

 
6 For thyself, best gift divine, 
to the world so freely given; 

for that great, great love of thine, 
peace on earth and joy in heaven, [Refrain] 

 
Responding to James 1:17  Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, 
and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or 
shadow of turning. 
 
Philippians 4:8  Whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever 
is admirable---if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.  
We see children and hear their squeals of pleasure as they observe and discover 
some ordinary object about them.  Our Heavenly Father is also please when his 
children take time to observe and appreciate his creation and then to simply 
express joyous gratitude to him for his countless blessings.  Today’s hymn 
reminds us of the common blessings of life that many of us often take for granted-
--the beauties of nature, parents, family, friends, church.  The hymn then directs 
our “grateful praise” to God himself, the give of every good and perfect gift.  
(James 1:17—Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes 
down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of 
turning.) 
 
SONG OF PRAISE         From the Rising to the Setting of the Sun    
 From the rising to the setting of the sun we will sing your praise and join our 
hearts as one.  We stand to bless your holy name, we lift our hands, your praise 
proclaim form the rising to the setting of the sun.  With the rising of the sun, most 
Holy Lord, we will sing to you our morning song of praise.  For comfort through 
the dark of night, your presence in the morning light, for hope renewed and 
wrongs made right, we praise you, Lord.  We praise you Lord, we praise you Lord, 
from the rising to the setting of the sun.  We thank you, Lord, we thank you, Lord, 
from the rising to the setting of the sun.  With the setting of the sun, most holy 
Lord, we will sing to you our evensong of praise for health and strength 
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throughout the day, your guiding hand along the way, for hearing us each time 
we pray, we thank you, Lord.  From the rising to the setting of the sun we sing 
your praise. 
 
Responding to James 1:17  Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, 
and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or 
shadow of turning.  
 
From Psalm 113:  Blessed be the name of the Lord from this time on and forever-
more.  From the rising of the sun to its setting, the name of the Lord is to be 
praised.  The Lord is high above all nations and his glory above the heavens.  
This psalm is a psalm of praise that focuses on God’s regard for the lowly, the 
poor and needy…it is a psalm of great contrasts: the exalted God looks down and 
lifts up those who are low.  This psalm was used in Egypt in the Jewish Passover 
feast.  It praises the Lord for helping the poor and powerless, which the Israelites 
had been as Egyptian slaves.  We pray: Compassionate God, tune our hearts to-
ward the least of these, that we may meet our Lord Jesus in them and that the 
great reversal of your kingdom may come.  

 
SCRIPTURE AND MESSAGE                                
James 1-Faith that Works 
 
Responding to James 1: 22  Be doers of the word, and not hearers only.   
 
James wanted believers to grasp a truth taught by Jesus: “A tree is known by its 
fruit”.  For James, religion is not about church membership, financial contribu-
tions, or even teaching in church school.  The test of true religion is doing the 
truth, not just hearing it or speaking it.  Action is the hallmark of authentic faith.  
In this respect, James mirrors Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount.  He forcefully con-
demns counterfeit religions that substitutes theory for practice.  
 
PRAYERS                           
 
SONG OF RESPONSE          Great is Thy Faithfulness     
   

1 Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father, 
there is no shadow of turning with thee; 

Thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not; 
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as thou hast been thou forever wilt be. 
 

Refrain: 
Great is thy faithfulness! 
Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
all I have needed thy hand hath provided-- 

Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
 

3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
thy own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! [Refrain] 

 
Responding to James 1:2  Count it all joy when you fall into various trials.   
 
Lamentations 3—Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his 
compassions never fail.  They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.  
The children of Israel learned during their wilderness journey that God’s provision 
of manna for them was on a morning by morning basis.  They could not survive 
on old manna nor could it be stored for future use.  The writer of this hymn was 
responding to his “morning by morning” realization of God’s personal faithfulness 
in his daily life.  He wrote:  my income has never been large at any time due to 
impaired health.  But I must not fail to record here the unfailing faithfulness of a 
covenant keeping God and that he has given me many wonderful displays of his 
providing care which have filled me with astonishing gratefulness.   
 
BLESSING           
 
CLOSING MUSIC      Great is Thy Faithfulness    

 
 
 


