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January 22, 2023 
James 2:1-13 Faith that Works 

Sara Jane Nixon, sermon 
 
WELCOME VIDEO                                            
 
 
PREPARATION MUSIC           You Call Us, Lord           

You call us, Lord, to be a people set apart, 
to feel with thoughtful mind and think with tender heart. 

Thus chosen, now, O Lord, we ask for faith in your unfailing grace 
to make us equal to the task. 

You call us, Lord, to care for self and neighbor too 
to take the risk, and dare to show what love can do 

Thus chosen, now, O Lord, we ask for faith in your unfailing grace 
to make us equal to the task. 

 
We are not gathered in worship by random choice, God calls us together to wor-
ship.  Psalm 100: 2 Worship the LORD with gladness; come before him with joy-
ful songs. 3 Know that the LORD is God. It is he who made us, and we are his ; 
we are his people, the sheep of his pasture. 4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving 
and his courts with praise; give thanks to him and praise his name.  In praising 
him, confessing our sins, we receive his grace, mercy and power through the 
Holy Spirit to worship him today.  
 
IT’S SUNDAY VIDEO                  
 
WELCOME AND PRAYERS          
 
CALL TO WORSHIP          
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Leader:  Lord, I cry out with your servant, Isaiah:   “Woe to me!… I am ruined!  For 
I am a person of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes 
have seen the King the Lord Almighty.”   
People:  Lord, touch my lips with holy fire.  Purify my heart, and so purify my 
mouth, for out of the overflow of the heart, the mouth speaks. 
 
This passage from Isaiah reminds us as we gather in worship, recognizing God’s 
holiness, with our praise and adoration, brings us to a point where we confess 
our sin, and ask for God to cleanse our minds and hearts.   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

SONG  OF PRAISE          Praise to the Lord, the Almighty               
1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 

O my soul, praise him, for he is thy health and salvation! 
All ye who hear, now to his temple draw near; 

join me in glad adoration! 
 

2 Praise to the Lord, who o'er all things so wondrously reigneth, 
shelters thee under his wings, yea, so gently sustaineth! 

Hast thou not seen how thy desires e'er have been 
granted in what he ordaineth? 

 
3 Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee, 

surely his goodness and mercy here daily attend thee. 
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do, 

if with his love he befriend thee. 
 

4 Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him! 
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before him! 

Let the amen sound from his people again: 
gladly forever adore him. 

 
This hymn is a free paraphrase of Psalm 103:1-6 which begins Bless/Praise the 
Lord, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy name.  Note the many 
actions listed in these verses to praise the Lord and let them lead you to 
think/add your own particular blessings from this week.  
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SONG OF PRAISE      Praise and Exaltation            
Rejoice with singing!  Blow out the trumpet in Zion!  Sing praise to God for he is worthy; Sing 
praise to God for He is holy, holy, holy.  Praise the Lord all ye nations.  Praise the Lord, all 
creation.  Praise ye the Lord and exalt His name forever.  Praise the Lord with the trumpet.  
Praise the Lord with the timbrel.  Praise ye the Lord with a joyful alleluia!  Praise the Lord, all 
ye people.  Praise the Lord in the temple.  Praise ye the Lord and exalt his name forever.  Praise 
the Lord with thanksgiving.  Praise the Lord in your living.  Praise ye the Lord with a joyful 
alleluia!  Alleluia!  Praise to the Lord, O let all that is in me adore him.  All that hath life and 
breath, come now with praise before him.  Let the amen sound from his people again.  Gladly 
forever adore him.  God’s love endures for all generations.  His mercy reaches out to all of 
creation.  God’s grace is greater that the vastness of the sea.  His love will last eternally!  Praise 
the Lord all ye people.  Praise the Lord in the temple.  Praise ye the Lord and exalt his name 
forever.  Praise the Lord with thanksgiving.  Praise the Lord in your living.  Praise ye the Lord 
with a joyful alleluia.  Sing alleluia!  Sing alleluia!   
 
This anthem continues today’s emphasis on PRAISE, again using a verse from our opening 
hymn.  Old Testament Verses (i.e. from Joel 2:15-17--Blow the trumpet in Zion, sanctify a fast, 
call a solemn assembly: gather the people, sanctify the congregation, assemble the elders, 
gather the children…) combine with verses from the Psalms to create a “fanfare of praise”.   
 
SCRIPTURE AND MESSAGE                    
James 2:1-13   
 
Here, James argues for the necessity of good works.  He offers three truths:  Com-
mitment is an essential part of faith.  You cannot be a Christian simply by affirm-
ing the right doctrines or agreeing with biblical facts.  You must commit your mind 
and heart to Christ.  Good works are the evidence of true faith.  A genuine Chris-
tian will have a changed life.  Faith without good works doesn’t do anybody any 
good—it is useless.  These statements are consistent with Paul’s teaching that 
salvation is by faith alone.  Paul emphasizes the purpose of faith—to bring salva-
tion.  James emphasizes the results of faith—a changed life.  
 
PRAYERS                         
 
SONG OF RESPONSE      Come, Thou Fount       Congregation 

 1 Come, thou Fount of every blessing, 
tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
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sung by flaming tongues above; 
Praise his name--I’m fixed upon it-- 

name of God's redeeming love. 
 

2 Here I raise my Ebenezer, 
hither by thy help I’ve come; 

and I hope, by thy good pleasure, 
safely to arrive at home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
wandering from the fold of God; 

he, to rescue me from danger, 
bought me with his precious blood. 

 
3 O to grace how great a debtor 

daily I’m constrained to be! 
Let thy goodness, like a fetter, 

bind my wandering heart to thee: 
prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
prone to leave the God I love; 

here’s my heart, O, take and seal it; 
seal it for thy courts above. 

 
Isaiah 25:1  O Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you and praise your name, for in 
perfect faithfulness, you have done marvelous things, things planned long ago.  
This week, raise your “Ebenezer” (a memorial to God’s faithfulness) with the 
words of this hymn.   

 
BLESSING           
 
CLOSING MUSIC   O Worship the King          
 

O worship the King all-glorious above, 
O gratefully sing his power and his love: 

our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, 
pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise. 

 
Psalm 47: 6,7  Sing praises to God, sing praise; sing praise to our King, sing praises.  
For God is the King of all the earth; sing to Him a psalm of praise.   (Note:  with all 
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of these imperatives to SING, perhaps you should consider joining the choir, so 
you can practice for your eternal destiny?  See you Thursdays at 7:30!)   


