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January 29, 2023 
WORSHIP NOTES 

James 3---Faith that Works 
Sara Jane Nixon, sermon 

WELCOME VIDEO                                            
 
PREPARATION MUSIC             His Glory           
O Lord, our God the majesty and glory of your name transcends the earth and fills 
the heavens.  O Lord, our God little children raise You perfectly, and so would we.  
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! The majesty and glory of Your name.  Hallelujah! Hallelu-
jah! 
 
Notes: When we look at the vast expanse of creation, we wonder how God could 
be concerned for people who constantly disappoint him.  Yet God created us only 
a little lower than himself of the angels!  The next time you question your worth 
as a person, remember that God considers you highly valuable.  We have great 
worth because we bear the stamp of the Creator.  Because God has already de-
clared how valuable we are to him, we can be set free from feelings of worthless-
ness.   
            
WELCOME AND PRAYERS          
 
CALL TO WORSHIP           
Leader:  Glorious God, your law, and your grace is poured upon us and we delight 
in it.  
People:  We join with all the company of heaven and earth to offer praise. 
Speaking your Name is like honey in our mouths. 
Leader:  You have provided everything we need, but your ways are not our ways. 
When you show us your plans and they do 
not meet with our preconceived notions of how they should be, we reject them, 
and you.  
People:  We are very good at speaking out of both sides of our mouths when it 
suits us. O Lord, have mercy upon us. Keep us from sin that we might be able to 



 

2 

stand before you once more. 
Leader:  We have been commissioned to be teachers and witnesses to your great 
majesty. Let your Holy Spirit give guidance to the words we speak and the works 
we do in your Name that in all things we might do honor to you and bring others 
into your fold. 
People:  May the words of our mouths and the meditation of our hearts be ac-
ceptable in your sight, O God our Rock and our Redeemer. Amen. 
 
Psalm 19:14 May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be 
pleasing in Your sight, O LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer.  A prayer:  Amazing 
God, your glory is revealed in your creation and law, and your love is revealed in 
Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh.  You have freed us from sin and death.  You 
have given us wisdom and joy.  Now, by the power of your Spirit, make our 
words and thoughts worthy offerings of praise.   
       
SONG  OF PRAISE                         Jesus Shall Reign (745)           Congregation 

1 Jesus shall reign where'er the sun 
does its successive journeys run; 

his kingdom spread from shore to shore, 
till moons shall wax and wane no more. 

 
2 To him shall endless prayer be made, 

and endless praises crown his head; 
his name like sweet perfume shall rise 

with every morning sacrifice. 
 

3 People and realms of every tongue 
dwell on his love with sweetest song, 

and infant voices shall proclaim 
their early blessings on his name. 

 
5 Let all the people rise and bring 
their special honors to our King; 
angels descend with songs again 
and earth repeat the loud amen. 
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Psalm 50 reads:  The Mighty One, God, the Lord, speaks and summons the earth 
from the rising of the sun to the place where it sets.  Call calls the whole world to 
share and spread the praise of Jesus, Bethlehem’s humble Babe.  Some day his 
kingdom will spread from shore to shore, and every tribe, language, people, and 
nation will bow down and exalt his name together.  Let us rejoice today for the 
endeavors which work to spread the gospel around the world.  Let us personally 
assist through asking the Holy Spirit to move our tongues and speech to do our 
calling to spread the world, through our witness, our prayer and also our financial 
support.   
                                                                                                                                                                 
SONG OF PRAISE      Praise and Exaltation            
Rejoice with singing!  Blow out the trumpet in Zion!  Sing praise to God for he is 
worthy; Sing praise to God for He is holy, holy, holy.  Praise the Lord all ye nations.  
Praise the Lord, all creation.  Praise ye the Lord and exalt His name forever.  Praise 
the Lord with the trumpet.  Praise the Lord with the timbrel.  Praise ye the Lord 
with a joyful alleluia!  Praise the Lord, all ye people.  Praise the Lord in the temple.  
Praise ye the Lord and exalt his name forever.  Praise the Lord with thanksgiving.  
Praise the Lord in your living.  Praise ye the Lord with a joyful alleluia!  Alleluia!  
Praise to the Lord, O let all that is in me adore him.  All that hath life and breath, 
come now with praise before him.  Let the amen sound from his people again.  
Gladly forever adore him.  God’s love endures for all generations.  His mercy 
reaches out to all of creation.  God’s grace is greater that the vastness of the sea.  
His love will last eternally!  Praise the Lord all ye people.  Praise the Lord in the 
temple.  Praise ye the Lord and exalt his name forever.  Praise the Lord with 
thanksgiving.  Praise the Lord in your living.  Praise ye the Lord with a joyful alle-
luia.  Sing alleluia!  Sing alleluia!   
 
This anthem uses  Old Testament Verses (i.e. from Joel 2:15-17--Blow the trumpet 
in Zion, sanctify a fast, call a solemn assembly: gather the people, sanctify the 
congregation, assemble the elders, gather the children…) combined with verses 
from the Psalms to create a “fanfare of praise”.   
 
SCRIPTURE AND MESSAGE                    
James 3 
What you say and what you don’t say are both important.  Proper speech is not 
only saying the right words at the right time but, controlling your desire to say 
what you shouldn’t.  Examples of wrongly using the tongue include gossiping, 
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putting others down, bragging, manipulating, false teaching, exaggerating, com-
plaining, flattering and lying.  Before you speak, ask, “Is it true, is it necessary, 
and is it kind?   
 
Our contradictory speech often puzzles us.  At times it is right and pleasing to 
God, but at other times it is violent and destructive.  Which of these reflects our 
true identity?  The tongue gives us a picture of our basic human nature.  We are 
good-made in God’s image, but we are also bad---fallen and sinful.  God works to 
change us from the inside out.  As the Holy Spirit purifies our hearts, he also gives 
us self-control so that we will speak words that please God.   
 
PRAYERS                         
 
SONG OF RESPONSE            I Love You, Lord         
 

I love you, Lord, and I lift my voice, to worship you, O my soul, rejoice! 
Take joy, my King, in what you hear: May it be a sweet, sweet sound in your ear. 

 
As Golda and Tevye sang in “Fiddler on the Roof”, it can be too easy to live with 
a spouse, love them, but never say it, just assuming the other person knows.  It is 
also easy to know much about God, but also not know or speak to God personally 
and tell him you love him.  Because our sin can move towards creating a distance 
between us and God, it’s important to come to God, confess our sin and tell him 
directly that we love him.  This little worship song is one which is sung directly to 
God and gives us this opportunity this morning.  Carry these words with you 
throughout the week.   

 
BLESSING           
 
CLOSING MUSIC   “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending”            Teri McKibben 

God, whose giving knows no ending, from your rich and endless store: 
nature's wonder, Jesus’ wisdom, costly cross, grave’s shattered door; 

gifted by you, we turn to you, offering up ourselves in praise; 
thankful songs shall rise forever, gracious donor of our days. 

 
Read  James 1:5--  If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives 
generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you.  James is not 
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only talking about knowledge, but the ability to make wise decisions in difficult 
circumstances.  If we need wisdom, we can pray to God and he will supply what 
we need.  Christians never need to grope about in the dark, hoping to stumble 
upon answers.  God’s wisdom is available to guide our choices.  
 


