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February 5, 2023 
WORSHIP NOTES 

James 4:1-12—Faith that Works 
 

WELCOME VIDEO                                           
 
PREPARATION MUSIC   Great God, Your Love Has Called us Here    

Great God, your love has called us here, as we, by love, for love were made. 
Your loving likeness still we bear, though marred, dishonored, disobeyed. 
We come, with all our heart and mind your call to hear, your love to find. 

Great God, in Christ you set us free your life to live, your joy to share. 
Give us your Spirit's liberty to turn from guilt and dull despair, 

and offer all that faith can do while love is making all things new. 
 
Read James 4:10  Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he will lift you up.  There has 
been a slogan “peace through strength“.  James might change that to “peace through humility“.  
The sources of wars and fights are internal “desires for pleasure“.  Our cravings lead to 
friendship with the world and enmity toward God.  Thus, peace in the world depends on peace 
with God, and that requires humility.  The way to show humility before God is to submit to him.  
The New Testament calls believers to a lifestyle of submission.  Take a look: 
 
Who Submits  To Whom?     Text 
Everyone  Governing authorities  Rom 13:1,5 
Women  The church   1 Cro 14:34 
Corinthian Believers Paul’s Coworkers  1 Cor 16:16 
Believers  One another   Eph 5:21 
Wives   Their husbands  Eph 5:22,24 
The church  Christ    Eph 5:24 
Slaves   Their masters   1 Pet 2:18 
Believers  God    James 4:7 
Young people  Those who are older  1 Pet 5:5 
Jesus   His parents   Luke 2:51 
Creation  God    Rom 8:20 
Everything  Christ    1 Cor 15:27-28 
Christ   God the Father  1 Cor 15:28 
The world to come Christ and his church  Heb 2:5-8 
Angels, authorities Christ    1 Pet 3:22 
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WELCOME AND PRAYERS          
 
SONG OF GRACE      He Giveth More Grace    
He giveth more grace when the burdens grow greater; he sendeth more strength when the 
labors increase. To added afflictions he addeth his mercy; to multiplied trials he multiplied 
peace.  

[Refrain]: His love has no limit; his grace has no measure. his pow'r has no boundary known 
unto men. For out of his infinite riches in Jesus, he giveth, and giveth, and giveth again! 

When we have exhausted our store of endurance, when our strength has failed ere the day is 
half done, when we reach the end of our hoarded resources, our Father’s full giving is only 
begun. [Refrain] 

This song comes from today’s scripture James 4:6—he gives us more grace…God opposes the 
proud but gives strength to the humble.  The cure for evil desires is humility.  Pride makes us 
self-centered and leads us to conclude we deserve all we can see, touch, or imagine.  It creates 
greedy appetites for far more than we need.  The antidote to self-centered desires is to humble 
ourselves before God, realizing that we need nothing except his approval.  When his Holy Spirit 
fills us, we realize that the things we have coveted are only cheap substitutes for what God has 
to offer.  

CALL TO WORSHIP   
Leader:  I will bless the Lord at all times; his praise shall continually be in  
my mouth. 
People:  My soul makes its boast in the Lord; let the humble hear and be glad. 
Leader:  O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together. 
People:  I sought the Lord, and he answered me, and delivered me from all my fears. 
Leader:  Look to him, and be radiant; so your faces shall never be ashamed. 
People:  This poor soul cried, and was heard by the Lord, and was saved from every trouble. 
Leader:  The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear him, and delivers them.  O taste 
and see that the Lord is good; happy are those who take refuge in him. 
People:  Humble us, O Lord, we pray as we gather to worship you.  
 
This call to worship is adapted from Psalm 34.  A prayer:  Great and loving God, you heal our 
broken hearts and restore our wounded spirits.  Help us to trust in your faithfulness, feast upon 
your goodness, and pursue your peace.   
 
The words of Psalm 34 are a testimony of gratitude for divine deliverance, beginning with 
reference to a particular occasion of God’s grace and continuing with a beautiful anthology of 
general reasons for praise.  This psalm (look up and read Psalm 34 in it’s entirety) has been 
called an “anthology of faithful spirituality” and is an address from the psalmist to the 
community.  It is noted for its stunning imagery:  the “singing face” of those who turn toward 
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God, the command to “taste” God’s goodness and God’s deliverance of those who are “crushed 
in spirit”.  It’s perfect to call us to worship as we celebrate communion.   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
SONG OF PRAISE    God of Grace and God of Glory (669)           

1 God of grace and God of glory, on your people pour your power; 
crown your ancient Church’s story, bring its bud to glorious flower. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage for the facing of this hour, 
for the facing of this hour. 

 
2 Lo! the hosts of evil round us scorn your Christ, assail his ways! 

Fears and doubts too long have bound us–free our hearts to work and praise. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage for the living of these days, 

for the living of these days. 
 

3 Heal your children’s warring madness, bend our pride to your control; 
shame our wanton, selfish gladness, rich in things and poor in soul. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage lest we miss your kingdom’s goal, 
lest we miss your kingdom’s goal. 

 
4 Save us from weak resignation to the evils we deplore; 

let the gift of your salvation be our glory evermore. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, serving you whom we adore, 

serving you whom we adore. 
 
This hymn is a prayer asking for 1)wisdom and courage for the facing of this hour; 2)freedom 
from fears and doubts for the living of this age; 3)healing our madness, controlling our pride; 
4)wisdom and courage to serve God whom we adore.   
 
SONG OF PRAISE  All the Way My Savior Leads Me        

All the way my Savior leads me; who have I to ask beside? How could I doubt His tender 
mercies, who through life has been my guide?  All the way my Savior leads me, and 
cheers each winding path I tread, he gives me grace for ev’ry trial, feeds me with the 
Living Bread.  He leads me, and keeps me from falling.  He carries me close to his heart, 
and surely His goodness and mercy will follow me. All the way my Savior leads me: O 
the fullness of his love! O the sureness of his promise in the triumph of his blood.  When 
my spirit, clothed immortal, winds its flight to realms of day.  This my song through 
endless ages: “Jesus led me all the way.  Jesus led me all the way.”  He leads me, and 
keeps me from falling.  He carries me close to his heart, and surely His goodness and 
mercy will follow me. He leads me, and keeps me from falling.  He carries me close to 
his heart, and surely His goodness and mercy will follow me. All the way my Savior 
leads me.  All the way my Savior leads me. 

 
Psalm 48: 14  For this God is our God forever and ever; He will be our guide even to the 
end.  
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We can become discouraged because we cannot see God’s long range plan of guidance 
for our lives.  We need to remember that God has promised to guide our steps, not the 
miles ahead.  Psalm 37: 23 says: “The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord!”   
 
Today, ask God to help you find that “perfect rest” in every stressful situation, confident 
that he is guiding your every step.   
 
SCRIPTURE AND MESSAGE                             
 
Shawn Barkley 
James 4:1-10—Faith that Works 
 
Here are some main points from James 4:1-10  
• (1-3) Reasons for strife in the Christian community… 
• (4-5) A rebuke of compromise and covetousness among Christians… 
• (6-10) The solutions for strife: in humility, get right with God.... 
 

James wants us to remember God's hand in our lives. Instead of presuming to plan our lives 
around our own ambitions, we should humbly seek after a life that will glorify God. 

COMMUNION AND PRAYERS                   
 
SONG OF RESPONSE           The Lord’s Prayer    
Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil: for thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen.   
 
BLESSING           
 
CLOSING MUSIC  “God of Grace and God of Glory”       
God of grace and God of glory…Save us from weak resignation to the evils we deplore; let the 
gift of your salvation be our glory evermore. Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, serving you 
whom we adore.     (see above for notes)  
 


